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To A%S*##### D, Do. 
SIR, 


MY long experience of your attention confines. 
my view to you as the perſon io whom I can beſt 
venture addreſſing the following piece: hut in 
_ thus introducing to 'you, my juvenile produc- 
tion, I feel a repugnance to the uſual form of 
dedication. In attempting, by mere words, 
to manifeſt our gratitude, good wiſhes, or re. 
pelt, we are unhappily obliged to adopt a 
mode of diſplay too frequently applied to the 
purpoſes, of tuplicity and adulation ; and the 
Jame phraſe which may ſerve to convey the un- 
affected effuſions of fimcerity has perhaps 
of ten flewed from the flatterer's pen. 

But this is not alone what tends to reſtrain 
.my expreſſicns: I fear that in any effort ac 


painting either the grateful ſentiments of my 


-0wwn heart, or the inſtances of kindneſs in yours 
which have excited them, I ſhould experience a 
humiliating tonvifiion of my incapacity, diſ- 
Propertioned as my talents would be to my feet- 
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DEDICATION, 
ines on that ſubje. I all therefore enlarge 
mo farther than to entreat for the following 
ꝑroduction a little of that indulgence which its 


153 Author bas 2 often enjoyed; and which I the. 


*» 
* 


mare confidently expett for the performance 
when I reſlect that all the imperfections in the 


compoſition of the Author himſelf, however 


abindant they may appear to his friends in 
general, have always been inſufficient to detach 
him from your alfections. ; 

As to the Public, I cannot fo well * 


to e their deciſon: but confident of my 


own inability 1 ſpall meet the event with reſig- 
nation; and in bumble” acquieſcence to their 
opinion, T ſhall rive io profit by their ſeverity 


of criticiſm, or 1 Hall rejoice in their ap. 


| probation. 
I am, Sir, with great * 
ro 'N our devote! 
Aud very bumble ſervant, 


THE AUTHOR... 


ADVENTURES 
OF A 


M IN O X. 


CH A P. I. 


Containing a preliminary diſcourſe of great 
| importance. 


T NGENIOUS reader, to ſay the truth, 

it was not till after I had previouſly 
ſettled the matter in my own mind that I 
conſulted a friend of mine about this great | 
undertaking. Shall my candour, as it 
ſometimes happens, rather tend to pre- 
judice than ſerve me—I hope not—for I 


make no doubt but your knowledge of hu- 
. 


man 


2 THE ADVENTURES 


man nature will induce you to agree with 
me, that in acting thus I have only con- 
formed to her dictates: this being granted, 
how humiliating would be the compariſon 
which on the preſent occaſion we might 
draw between the greateſt men and the vi- 
leſt animals, ſince theſe at leaſt never act 


inconſiſtently! But now that I have excul- 


pated myſelf, by charging Nature with the 
fault, which in general is the readieſt way, 
and the leaſt mortifying to our ſelf- love, I 


- - ſhall proceed to inform you that the gentle- 


man I conſulted was Mr. Crambe, a name 
well known in the literary world. All com- 
pliments over, I thus addreſſed - him: 
My dear friend, I have long entertained 
a ſanguine wiſh of becoming an author, 
© but declined the arduous taſk until I ſhould 
firſt hear your ſentiments about the mat- 
ter—and not to keep you in ſuſpence, you 
muſt know I purpoſe writing the hiſtory of 
my Minority.” * A very promiſing 
** fub- 
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ſubject (he ſaid) for 'tis allowed one gene- 
rally writes beſt upon what moſt nearly con- 
cerns one—but, let me aſk you, do you 
conſider it ſufficiently copious ?” © A very 
pertinent queſtion, Mr. Crambe; indeed 
I muſt own, the actions of moſt Minors are 
but little intereſting, yet mine have bee. ſo 
blended with others of a more important 
nature, that by enlarging upon theſe I ſhall 
in ſome meaſure avoid that ſterility which 
my ſubject indicates.” „ Beſides (he 
replied) as you have ever been of an amo- 
rous complexion, I think, George, you might 
without much trouble to yourſelf wite-draw 
your hiſtory into half a dozen volumes 
or more, and by ſo doing you would con- 
ſiderably add to your fortune for“ — 
Ay! (I interrupted) but not to my 
fame for ſurely there cannot be a ſtronger 
inſtance of publick taſte, than the oblivion 
to which it conſigns certain productions, 
the authors of which ſeem to be actuated 

B 2 | by 
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by no motive but one, viz, their immedi- 
ate intereſt, Love is their eternal theme, 
and I will! acknowledge, I think it of all 
others the molt delectable, when judiciouſly 
hardled.; but then they ſpeak of it without 
having felt its emotions, for alas! their 
wants make other ſenſations predominate. 
What's the reſult? we find ourſclves reduc- 
ed to the diſ:greeable alternative of flinging 

the book aſide, or of hobbling through a 
ſeries of adventures which have no reſer- 
ence or reſemblance. to theſe or to any other ; 
times, and the very uniformity of which, like 
the tones of a piper's drone, inevitably in- 

ſpires langour and diſguſt.” * Well, he 
ſaid, I heartily hope your hiſtory will pro- 
dice a different effect; , otherwiſe, people 
may be inclined to obſerve with Mr. Pope 


Let ſuch teach others, who themſclves excel, 
« And cen ſure freely w ho have written well.“ 


« Tt is very probable; I repiied) that of this I 
ſhal: be rem:nved; Lut, believe me, that as 
| 1 greatly 


$1 
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I greatly wiſh to out live my works, I have 
ſedulouſly avoided walking in their ways; 
tho? alas! I muſt own, and indeed I don't 
ſry it by way of affectation, that herein les 
my chief merit but to convince you that 
T have no deſign of indulging my fancy, as 
well as to ſatisfy your grave folks wio can 
reliſh nothing but what is dreſſed up from 
mouldered records, I will directly go an4 
conſult my mothet's Diary, and g om it draw 
ſuch ſtores as I am ſure muſt eſſentially fo. 
ward my purpoſe.” * You ſhould firſt (te 
obſerved} conſider whether the ſaid ſtores be 
worth removing.“ „Oh! (I returned) 
they certainly are — for the poor woman of- 
ten aſſured me that the ſail Diary abyuncs - 
with excellent obſervations on men, women, 
and things; and that moreover ſhe had 
nored for variety, the changes of the 
weather, together with irs influence on our 
ſpirits and conſtitution. “ Alas! exclaimed 
my friend, aſſuming an air of chagrin, and 
SB yy: {taking 
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ſhaking his head, the nature of your cargo : 
makes me quake for the ſucceſs of your 
voyage However, returned I, I now con- 
ſider myſelf at ſea, at the mercy of winds and 
billows—and ſhould my little bark, in this, 
her firſt voyage, be in danger of founder- 
ing, I ſhall conſider you, Mr. Crambe, as a 
willing pilot, whoſe ſkill and dexterity 
will preſerve her from rocks and ſhoals, 
and guide her ſafely into port—bur, adieu: 
1 feel an author's impaticnce to begin. 
Ix returning, as I weighed my friend's 
diſſuaſions, Vanity approached my car, 
and whiſpered ſomething about rivalſhip: 
and as the dictates of this monſter— 
(goddeſs —]1 ſhould have ſaid, in deference 
to the myriads that pay her homage) are 
as reverentially received, as thoſe delivered 
by Lord M*** from that bench which he 
honours, I. reſumed my gaiety, and 
haſtened to peruſe the fruits of my mother's 
induſtry : but ah! judge of my feelings, 
* 


a" 
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on my beholding.this ineſtimable manu- 
ſcrpt, this mirror of female ingenuity, the 
prey of inſects; as if the vile things, like 
thoſe to whom they bear a moral affinity, 
were eager to make all perfection diſappear. 
Had my friend accompanied me, he muſt 
have concluded me no practical philo- 
ſopher, at leaſt. Alas! I exclaimed, while 
the big tear rolled down apace, wretched 
lad]! how imperfect muſt the hiſtory now be, 
ſince the minute, hour, or even day of thy 
nativity cannot be aſcertained! ſince thine 
infant pratling, which ever affords real en- 
tertainment, muſt, however ſuperior, ſhare 
a ſimilar fate with Grub-ftreet railing ! 
ſince - but a nearer inſpection convinced me 
that ſome ſcraps remained beſides, I re- 
collected to have heard a critick affirm, 
that extreme minuteneſs was not conſi- 
dered, by the Stagirite, as a biographer” 8 
prevailing excellences. Supported by this 
conſideration I proceny with tolerable 


ſpirits to 
1 B 4 CHAP, 
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r. IE” 


Will be peruſed by ſuch as are curious to 
. know the memcrable era of my birth. 


Acc ORDING to the Diary, I was born 
about the time that the elder Pitt began 
to brace the relaxed ſinews of our State, 
and to make the roar of the Engliſh Lion 
. tremendous to all nations, Then indeed 
vigorous meaſures were not confined” to 
public concerns; for my mother, as well 
as moſt other married women, brought 
forth twins. Such a cargo was not more 
defired than unexpected, as five-and forty 
ſeaſons had already paid her their unwel- 
come vilits (mind, her own account la- 
bours to reduce them to thirty) and her 
dear ſpouſe had employed twenty of them 
in fruitleſs exertions, which nearly induced 

| him 


OF A MINOR, '9 
him to attribute this accident to the in- 
terference of a ſupernatural agent : fate 
decreed I ſhould hand ſafely on this extra- 
ordinary planet, but the beldam of a mid- 
wife having indulged her propenſity to 
drinking between the acts, fo ſtrangled 
my brother, or ſiſter (for of this the 
Diary is hot poſitive) that he or ſheè came 
forth | 
A lifeleſs carcaſs, and a nameleſs thing.” 


which made my father inveigh at the ill- 
judging modeſty of the ſex, who, on ſuch 
occaſions, he verily. believed, could ap- 
prehend but little danger from profeſſion l 
men; nor did he forſake his favouri:e © 
idea of initiating himſelf into the myſte- 
ries of the trade, until his ſpouſe aſſured 
him, that the bare thought of employing 
males on ſuch occaſions, plunged her into 
(l ſhall call ir perſpiration, though ſhe 
gives it a different term). Here ſhe ex- 
Bs | patiated. 
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patiated with maſterly minuteneſs on thoſe 
tranſactions which related to me during 
the few months I continued in ſwathing- 
clothes: the remrants of a moral reflection 
is obſervable—< Certainly, exclaimed ſhe, 
while ſhe dandled me in her arms; genuine 
happineſs is only enjoyed by babes. O 
moments pregnant with delight! O my 
child, how muſt I envy you—when I con- 
ſider, that inſtead of cares, you are only 
ſurrounded by ſwan-ſkin; when I conſider, 
that all thy deſires concentre in one object, 
namely, thy nurſes nipple; prizing that 
alone, and deſpiſing, with leſs parade and 
affectation than moſt of our preachers, the 
pomps and vanities of this abandoned 
world“ This thought, in order, If uppoſe, 
to ſignify its ſuperior importance, is 
cloathed in italicks. But how muſt my 
throbbing heart bleed afreſh, 'on inform- 
ing the ſympathizing reader, that the al- 
ready-mentioned diſaſter prevents me from 
8 fol- 
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following her with that exactneſs which 
ſome authors obſerve towards their origi- 
nals. The only information I can convey, 
_ conſiſtently with my love of truth, is, that 

after ſome conjugal ſparring, I was called 
George, in honour of an anceſtor on the 
male-ſide—By my ſal vation, exclaimed my 
enraptured. fire, twirling his black bob, 
and ſhrugging his ſhoulders -as high as any 
French Marquis, the boy has now a double 
claim-to my love; as the ſound of my dear 
father's name is ever accompanied with the 
idea of all the ſocial virtues. 


B 6 _ CHAP. 
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CHAP. in. 

Muſt likewiſe be of importance to thoſe who 
intend digeſting this excellent hiſtory; z as it 
expatiates on the revolutions of our t1uſ- 
- bricus Hoſe. 8 


== . I can perceive your impatience 
| to know who Jam: and now that the chriſt- 
|, ning is over, it may be expedient to ir- 
form you, though not from the Diary, that 
a ſtream of Scythian blood flows in my veins 
—of. ſo rare a quality—thar, however the 
3 have diminiſhed, by a reſi- 
dence of three thouſand, one hundred, and 
forty-five years, ſeven months, and twenty- 
fix days, including the preſent auſpicious 
one, in Ireland—that I dare ſay, ſtill re- 


tains its primeval purity. Antiquarians do 
| not 


— 
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not cavil; upon my honour the matter is 
fairly ſtated : but as this modern mode of 
deciſion may have no weight with you 
ruſty criticks, I will even refer you to 
the moſt reſpectable authority in the na- 
tion—it is the Herald's- office, where our 
genealogy was prepared, about the time 
my father was going to degrade himſelf with 
a title: this, I ſhould copy for my readers 
ſatisfaction, did I not apprehend that mo- 
dern refinement would deem it as difficult 
to pronounce ſome of my furefathers names, 
as to imitate their actions: fuffice it then 
to ſay, that he, who left Scythia with his 
- couſin, King Heber, ſon to King Mileſius, 
was ſtyled Donagouagh dough auff O'Nial. 
This emigrant and his predeceſſors had, in 
my father's opinion, rendered themſelves as 
conſpicuous There as- their offspring had 
done here—but my mother, little reliſhing 
this doctrine, and to prevent a competition 


of n would remark, 1 tlie ſcum of 
; | a na- 
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a nation, like that of a pot, always boiled 
over—and then, thank Heayen, that her 
family were aboriginals—ſhe probaly meant 
aborigines—but ſimilar miſtakes, in com- 
pounded ſyllables, were as familiar to her, 
as to the generality of home-bred ladies. 
Here I might invigorate her obſervation, 
and ſhew my learning, by mentioning the 
flight. of the Jews from Egypt— of the 
mock . patriots, abſentees, enthubaſts, 


; informers, ſycophants, panders, blacx- 


legs, &c. &c. from a certain iſland 
but my father, on this occaſion, was 


no more to be ſtaggered than a lawyer or 


caſuiſt—he could produce caſes in point to 
prove the direct contrary; or if tardy in 
coming, he could ſuppoſe them Civil 
wars, would he ſay, might have ariſen 
when the moſt worthy were perhaps com- 
pelled to fly by thoſe, who mindleſs of the 
State, only ſought their own aggrandize- 
ment and revenge —howeyer, as this mattet 

i deſerved 
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deſerved every poſſible inveſtigation, he 
once entertained a deſire of taking a tour to 
Scythia; but waved it, on reflecting that 
barbarous nations having not the ſame lei- 
ſure and means with poliſhed ones of 
recording their exploits whatever might 
have been his intentions, I can aſſure you, 
that one of his favourite opinions was, 
(and here indeed he agreed with myſelf, 
and all ſound moraliſts and politicians) that 
in theſe later ages every thing had ſtrangely 
declined. Of this notion, our family, alas ! 
exhibits a woful confirmation: but miſtake 
me not—no foul deed has ſullied its luſtre; - 
ſo that the obſervation 1s only applicable to 
our territory and influence—the dominion 
of ſeveral counties reduced to a point (as it 
were) by ſome of my forefathers—l wont 
call it folly, ſince I reſpe& them as much as 
if the Chineſe laws in favour of parents 
were eſtabliſhed here—ſcarcely entitled their 
deſcendants to domineer over any of the 
; ancient 
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ancient vaſſals—our moſt reſplendent mo- 
dern exploits conſiſted in repellipg a ſheriff's 
poſſe—enfercing the game-laws, and all 
others as impartially as could be expected 
from Iriſh Juſtices. But now permit me, 
like a dutiful child, to introduce you to my 
papa, and mamma, whom 1 propoſe im- 
mortalizing in this immortal work—Pry- 
thee, do not ſmile; why ſhould not a man, 
a woman, or even a boy, ſuch as I am, be 
allowed the privilege of tickling his own. 
ears—the more readily, when others decline 
or neglect that office—it 18 a privilege not 
mentioned in the Lex Scripta, becauſe le- 
giſſators well knew how unneceſſary it 
would be to recommend it, and how futile: 
and abſurd to forbid it. | 


CHAP; 
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CHAP. IV. 


Is of equal, if not ſuperior importance with 

' the precedent, ſince it introduces you to 
my Parents, whoſe tranſattions, during 
my Minority, I propoſe immcrtalizing, 


M Y Grand- ſire George, you muſt 
know, begot, or, which will anſwer my 
purpoſe as well, was ſuppoſed to have 


begotten, two ſons; of whom my father 


was the younger: his youth was chiefly 
devoted to diſſipation, through the indul- 
gence of his mother, Dorothy O' Flagherty:; 
but growing weary of this abuſe of time, 
and hearing that Engliſh belles gave the 
moſt weighty proofs of their love to Hi- 
bernians of this growth and texture, he 
I himſelf to Bath, the grand 

malt 
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mart for adventurers ;*. danced—compli- 
mented—ſimpered—and paraded oppoſite 
the windows of miſſes and widows for ſe- 
yeral months in the moſt brilliant apparel; 
but whatever might have been the cauſe, 
certain it is, that he perceived no fiſh 
would riſe in that ſtream, and concluded 
tteir craving appetites had taken another 
bent. Brim-full of theſe mortifying re- 
flections, he meaſured back his ſteps ; and 
his father, imagining that John had no 
l diſpoſition for bufineſs, or indeed for any 
= - thing uſeful, forced him into the army 
I fay forced him—for fo formed was the 
' Other, that he abhorred the idea of a pro- 
feſſion which derived its eclat from the 
mifery of his fellow-creatures ; but find- 

ing that the enſuing war was not on our 

fide, provoked, he exerted himſelf and 
returned, after ſome campaigns, loaded 
with ſcars, commendations and—debt— 
his humane creditors allowing him the 

| alter- 
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alternative of rotting in a jail, or r felling 
out; he preferred the latter, and was now 
ſorely perplexed when it pleaſed God to 
ſend the elder brother where, I know 
not. The venerable George ſoon fol- 
lowed—but previouſly wprered theſe pro- 
phetic words : 


* ſhould be unwilling, dear John, 
he ſaid, to ſuppoſe you deſtitute of defer- 
ence to the words of a dying parent,” — 
Here my father was beginning to blubber 
forth, while his proceeded Nay, my 
dear child, I dd not doubt it; but this 
I muſt tell you, and the thought ac- 
celerates my doom, that your diſpoſition 
will hurry you into many misfortunes. - 
Your flatterers, I ween, have never re- 
minded you that every virtue has its kind- 
red vice, and that our frail natures inceſſant- 
ly prompt us to out-ſtep the golden mean. 
No, no, it is their intereſt to call your in- 

ä diſcri- 
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diſcriminate largeſſes by the name of 
liberality—to call your extreme facility by 
that of an amiable pliability—their intereſt 
in ſhort it is, to make you do thoſe things 
which you ought not to do. O my ſon, 
may you eſcape their ſnares ! but alas! J 


have ever obſcrved that it is men of your 


diſpoſition who, too late, exclaim at the 
perfidiouſneſs of the world. Thoſe who 
wear the ſhield of prudence are ſeldom 
galled. But adieu—ſince the ſoul's tex- 
ture, ſimilar to the body's, cannot be en- 
tirely changed; all that can reaſonably be 
expected from your own reflections, and 
theſe my laſt injunctions, is, a partial 
reformation.” My poor father made 
many proteſtations, which were moſt re- 
ligiouſly obſerved till the funeral was 
over—And falling into a nominal eſtate of 
three thouſand pounds a year, his vanity 
ſpurred him to live accordingly though 
after paying legacies, intereſt money, annu- 

£ 8 ities 
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ities, and other demands; no more than 
half remained, Yet there were not many 
better conditioned properties in the king- 
dom. Having long waged a kind of 
predatory war againſt the lower order of 
females, during which he often experienced 
certain ſmartings, that would have ſobered 
a leſs enterprizing ſpirit—he ſeriouſly re- 
ſolved to betake unto himſelf a wife, while 
ſtill in the peaceable poſſeſſion of all his 
faculties—and his \ inducement was not 
merely for the active pleaſure which might 
be reaped—ir rather ſprung from a with | of 
ſharing the burthen-of his cares with a ſo- 
ber help-mate, whom he hoped (and doth 
not experience prove the reaſonableneſs of 
the expectation?) would chearfully com- 
ply with all his humours, and thereby en- 
title him to face the down-hill of life with 
the better countenance. One of his ſuppoſed 
friends, I think his name was M Trick- 
well, but at this diſtance of time one can- 

not 
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not be poſitive, recommended the daughter 
of Hannibal M*#Scratcher, a ſcotch laird ; 
and the ſaid Mr. Trick-well's firm friend. 


The lady's external charms were modeſtly 


prized; but her internal, it was ſuggeſted, 


would flouriſh in immortal youth. Thus 
informed, he thanked his friend, and 


Jumped at the propoſal the more readily, 


as a diſtant relation of her's, then in Jamaica, 
had once declared his intention of making 


his couſin Rebecca a handſome return for 


paſt favours. My father croſſed the Chan- 
nel;. and Hymen, under the queſtionable 
ſhape of a Preſbyter, tied the nooſe.” The 
good man (I mean my father) has often 


F-7 confeſſed, that, had he been aware of the 
_ . conſequences, he would have more chear- 
Illy ſubmitred to that which the maſked 


maſter of the ceremonies fo gracefully 
diſtributes at Tyburn, Did my mother's de- 
meanour juſtify. this declaration? or was it 
compounded of ſimilar materials with thoſe 

exhi- 
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. exhibited againſt our preſent upright 
Miniſtry? Theſe are queſtions which, in 
propriety, I cannot ſolve. But when my 
N parents“ tranſactions ſhall be ſtated, what 
can prevent you (the want of brains ex- 
| cepted) to draw what concluſions you 
| pleaſe? Mean time, I muſt requeſt your 
attendance to the Diary. 


CHAP, 
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.  heart-felt pleaſure does ſhe dwell on the 


A neſs between the babe and his mamma; 
while the curate, - who generally received 
an invitation, for every well-timed com- 


and pudding, with which he always gorged 


_. 


— * 
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* not a long one. 1 


My Y dear worker M4 on the Aifficult 
and importance :of procuring a nurſe, 
equally healthy and moral. And with 


encomiums beſtowed on me before 1 could 
well articulate a ſimple ſound. Some would 
extol my beauty; and then obſerve the like- 


pliment, would make a copious diſcharge of 
tropes and figures, in return for the beef 


himſelf. Here u fortunately the manuſcript 
decomes as unintelligible as many of our 
ancient 
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ancient records, and polemical writings— 
ſo, like them, it is time to forſake i it. In- 
deed I might expatiate on what tradition has 
handed down of my early youth, but that 1 
feel as much reluctance to advance facts not 
fully authenticated, as modern fine ladies, 
or pamphlet writers, who are invidiouſly 

y faid to fiſh for ſcandal, nay and thrive by it 


5 too, as ſharks do by devouring us 
h poor mortals! 


„ 
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CHA 1 4 VI. - 


Hound with matter; it contains an invoca- 


non: my ſurpriſing progreſs; and a dif- 
courſe that ſhould be read by al parents, 


in my Opinion. 


Is Stick my expectations of procuring any 
more materials from the Diary. That ma- 
gazine, which hitherto ſo amply ſupplyed 
me, are extinguiſhed, I muſt even entreat 
the diſappointed reader's attention to thoſe - 
days that uſhered in a dawn of 
reaſon, 2th 


To thee, O memory !Th ou receiver ge- 
neral of our ideas, thou parent of ſcience, 
thou moſt incomprehenſible faculty of the 
human mind. To thee it is I call for aid. 
| Ol 


cs *” 
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O! betray me not, but open thy myſte- 
rious receſſes, and unfold the adventures 
of my youth, Thou to impartiality ſhalt 
dire& my courſe; nor ſhall truth, though 
an alien born, refufe my call: truth the 
ſport of knaves and fools, but the wiſe- 
man's Deity. Hail ſincere nymph! (yes the 
epithet ſuits the, though a female) deign 
to accept my obeiſance, and, in return, O 
let thy ſweet effuſions, on this firſt offspring 
of my brain, inſpire folks with a double 
reliſh: but beware of allowing invention 
to obtrude ; ſuch a junction, in productions 
of this nature, might indeed to a S—n, 
a F—g, a S—t, or a B--y, have appeared 

as neceſſary as ſhades to a picture, or as 
rouge to a modern fine lady: but moſt of 


my brethren, and I, ſee the matter diffe- 


rently, Independent of ſeveral cogent rea- 
ſons, which the reader's aptneſs will ſpare” 
me the trouble of ſtating, we ſhould be ſor- 


ry to think ſo badly of the times, as to 


C2 . - - ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe that every laudable appetite bt | 
not be produced by thine individual, naked 
preſence—but whither would I ramble— 
ſoon after I could ſtammer out bleſſing. 
mamma, the curate's induſtry entitled me 
to pronounce as readily, and dogmatically, 
about the nature of God, of good, and 
evil, & c. as ſome of our modern church- 
men. This ſurpriſing progreſs made my pa- 
rents commune about the moſt efficacious 
mode of improving my talents; and great, 
as I recollect were the debates. My mo- 
ther, who on all occaſions inſiſted on the 
firſt, and laſt word, condeſcended on this, 
to reaſon. And do you (ſaid ſhe, 
among other things) can you poſſes ſo 
ahdurate a heart, as not to prefer educating 
our boy at home, where we may obſerve 


| his daily progreſs, where we may improve 


his growing virtue, and ſtifle in the bud 
any pinchant towards vice: how rapidly. 
Nil he not acquire the benſeance, from an 
early 


OF A MINOR, 29 


early imitation of thoſe who know what is 
what—and I flatter myſelf - but moreover, 
what pleaſure muſt it not afford us to obſerve 
his innocent mirth, and delightful gambo- 
ling. In ſhort I can ſee no objection there 
is none; ſo will immediately employ the 
cu rate. My father, after craving, and 
obtaining leave to reply, entered upon the 
ſubject with ſocratic coolneſs; nor can I 
find he ever deviated from this cuſtom in 
any conteſtation; I mean with the fair-ſex 
for, with ours, he was not to be brow- beat- 
en. My dear Rebecca, he ſaid, ſince your 
opinions have hitherto ſpared me the 
trouble of forming any, I humbly hope 
you will for once excuſe my differing with 
you on a ſubject, which ſhould be the pri- 
mary object of all human laws, ſince ac- 


cording to the early principals inſtilled, 
_ thoſe muſt be few, or numerous, well, or 
ill obeyed. The. volume of the law, you 


know, ſwells with the delinquency of the 
C 3 times z 


— 
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times; and how are both to be corrected, 
but by inftilling praiſe-worthy ſentiments : 
that our iriſh pedants are inadequate to this 
talk, 1s an anxiom too glaring to be denied“ 
— deny it, replied ſhe, with a frown, 
but proceed, fir—* At public ſchools, my 
deareſt Rebecca, we find them much more 
ſedulous to employ the memory than the 
judgements of the boys, while the too in- 
dolent, or rather too ignorant parents, 
ſeldom perceive that their children ſpring 
vp, not only ignorant of their native lan- 
guage, but alſo of decorum and virtue. 
Conſequences equally fatal may be appre- 
hended from their private mode of tuition: 
Our curate, and the majority of thoſe who 
arrogate the title of tutor, are men, who 
endeavour to conceal their dearth of ideas 
under the tinſel garb of hard words, and 
florid expreſſions: they make the fimple 
- Mftare, and the ingenious ſmile. Beſides 
what numbers do we not ſee ruined by the 
44-3 . ill. 
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il1- judged fondneſs of parents; but to 


make every allowance for their {kill and 
good - intentions, let me aſk you my deareſt 
Rebecca, are theſe never counteracted by 
the infernal zeal of the motley crew, with 
which young heirs are uſually ſurrounded? 
This being the opinion, I have reluctantly 
formed of home-education; an opinion, 


which the aforegoing abuſes has made ge- 


neral, and which, for obvious reaſons, our 
parliament ſhould directly endeavour to 


remove: 1 hope you will pardon my pre- 


ſumption in requeſting that our George may 
be ſent to England, where the legiſlature 
ſeem to have ſome idea, though ſtill a faint 
one, of the importance of education, and 
that 4 public one: here my mother 
haſtily interrupted him; and knitting her 
brows, obſe ved — Sir, ſir, have done, a 
fine return you make for all my indulgences 
give but ſome folks an inch, and they 


will take an ell; it is monſtrous odd, Mr. 
C 4 O'Nial, 


os of 


32 THE ADVENTURES 


O' Nial, you cannot conceive things as 1 do: 
But God give you ſence—no matter—let 
me ſee though who will dare oppoſe the 
curate's promotion.“ * My poor father, 
being ever willing to make any conceſſions 
for peace - ſake, gave up the point, and 
made off, as woful experience convinced him, 

' that the choler which was beginning to 
| boil in the furnace of her boſom, would 
give vent upon the ſlighteſt contradiction 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII: 


Treats of ny tutor; the Reverend Jeremiab 
Plodder. 


Whurrurr curioſity was an innate .. 
quality of parſon Jeremiah Plodder's, or 
whether it came by ſuction, is more than I 
can tell, or you need know. It will. be 
ſufficient to obſerve, that his cloſe attend- 
ance to. the key-hole on this, and other 
occaſions, clearly evinces how exactly he 
reſembled his brethren in the ſanguine pur- 
ſuit of univerſal knowledge: but like many 
other great men he now followed this at the 
expence of his dear little perſon which he 
forgot removing on my father's ſudden 
approach, who' being equally. heedleſs, 
effected his retreat by an involuntary 
8 tumble 
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tumble over the others bent back, whereby 
the poor man became as: afflicted in body 
as in mind—but the parſons eagerneſs to 
ſpeak of his promotion, making him in- 
different to the fat: of individuals, he 
ruſhed forwards, without delivering a con- 
folatory diſcourſe; and thanked his patroneſi 


111. 4 . £8 | 
4 Words of learned length and thundering found.” 


Indeed my ſolicitude for your edification is 
o great that no conſideration, ſave the well - 
grounded apprehenſion of mutilating theſe, 
could have induced me te omit them. 
As a poor fuccedaneum allow me to convey 
fome idea of the rev, gentleman's perſon 

and character: , 


Mr. Plodder was, by dame Nature, fome- 
what ſtinted in growth; and though he 
. would never allow his deareſt friend to 
take his dimenſions, yet one may confi- 
| . > dently 
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dently affirm that they exceeded not five 


feet—and this was a circumſtance which at 


all times ſorely afflicted the poor man, be- 
cauſe it prevented him from appearing to 
advantage in the pulpit, from whence in- 
deed the congregation, conſiſting of our 
family, two, or three free -holders, and the 
clerk, could never deſcry more than his 
head, which in magnitude, nearly equaled 
the trunk. His pedantry, however, ſprung 
up with a luxurian growth, ſo that his cor- 
poreal and incorporeal qualities, were cal- 
culated to produce ſimiſar emotions; but 
then his diſpoſition made ſome amends, 
and Impartialicy calls upon me to declare, 
that to the beſt of my knowledge, my tutor 
never ſought his ends through any paſſage 
prohibited by ſpiritual or temporal laws. 
As the ſtory goes, he had laviſhed no incon- 
fberable part of his days in ſuing for degrees 
at Trinity-College, but, alas! he ſued in 
vain, Deſpairing here, he trudged to 

Ss A— 2 
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An, where they directly entitled him 
for the church; having aſked few, or no 
queſtions, but ſuch as related to the fees of 
office: after dinner the diffident Mr. Plodder 
thus addreſſed my mother—* Vanity a part, 
madam, I have ſome little reaſon to hope 
that your diſcernment will not be arraigned, 
by the diſcerning at leaſt, for ſingling me 
from among the few genuine luminaries 
who point out the arduous path of the 
ſciences. Certes maſter George ſhall 
make a proficiency, for even ſuppoſing 
him ſolely environed by beotian air, equip'd. 
with a pericranium as hard as Nero's heart, 
or of a genius as cold as an eddy- ſtone: I 
will rarefy the one, mollify*the other, and 
by the continual friction of my intellectual 
powers with his, infuſe ſome degree of 
warmth. | © This laſt tirade enſured him 
my mother's veneration, and ſhe has 
frequently expreſſed her aſtoniſhment how 
ſo much human learning could have been 

| crammed 
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cramed into any human reſervoir: this 


phenomenon he would ſolve by archly 
obſerving, that he occaſionally vouchſafed 


to imitate a certain clafs of beings, who 


diſgorge in order to repleniſh. As for my 
poor father, he was probably reſtrained by 
a mixture of fear, indignation, and good- 
breeding, from laughing in Mr. Plodder's 
face; who had no ſooner pronounced his 
own eulogy, than he produced the cre- 
dentials, of his authority, by commanding 
me to hearken to his words. 


* Know, young gentleman, he - ſaid, 
that from this era, I am to be your oracle 
in alt caſes whatſoever. The credulous 
ancients cheerfully conſulted theirs, and 
in return for doubtful anſwers, always left 
indubitable marks of their veneration: but 
you will act a wiſer part, ſince it will be al- 
lowable to addreſs me at all times, and 
ſince my opinions are ever given in the moſt 

| con- 
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concluſive manner. * The torvity, with 
which this, and indeed all Mr. Plodder's 
declarations were accompanied, did not, 
you may be ſure, tend to diminiſh their 
effect upon me. I bowed, trembled, 

and eagerly looked about for ſome corner 
in which I might conceal myſelf, 
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„ RNA 


Leads you to an unexpefted event; and muſt 
adminiſter conſolation to fuch as deſign 
leaving legacies — 


Is this manner I ſpent ſome years; 
ſome ages, might I have ſaid, were we 
allowed to compute time according to 
our ſufferings, when an incident happened 
which for a while diverted the attention of 
my peddagogue, and greatly influenced 
my parents* tranſactions. Before I diſ- 
cloſe it, pray take a glance at their paſt 
conduct. In truth, the very firſt night 
of their coalition was uſhered in with cir- 
cumitances that foreboded frequent ſtorms. 
It appears by her Diary, that my father, 
in a fine ſpun argument, laboured to de- 

| mon- 
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monſtrate the propriety of her complying 
with ſome general rules, which greatly 

ſhocked her delicacy, and induced her, 
notwithſtanding the frigidity of the ſeaſon, 

to take refuge behind the curtains, where 

the ſobriety 'of his nature would have 
long allowed her to remain, had not her 

firmneſs ended in an ejaculation of re- 
proach at his unfeeling diſpoſition: but 

by whatever means he might have ſoothed 

her, certain it is, that during the entire 

ſpace of ſix days, few diſcordant ſounds 

were interchanged: it was on Sunday, the 

"ſeventh, th t a taſk, too painful to relate, 
was aſſigned to their railing powers, This 
infringement of the Sabbath gave no 
ſcandal in a country whoſe inhabitants 

pay no more reverence to Moſes's man- 

date, than if it had been iſſued from the 
crazy fabric of St. Steven's. From this 
period, I am well authorized to ſay, that 
my father formed an opinion, which 
= doubt- 


— Ws — 
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doubtleſs muſt appear ſtrange to Hymen's 
liverymen: he really then conſidered his 
Rebecca as an inſtrument ſent by Pro- 
vidence, to draw forth and exereiſe his 
patience and this conſideration, he has 
often declared, was the ſole cauſe of his 
paſſiveneſs—for which he hoped God in 
his infinite mercy would amply reward 
him elſewhere. However, in one point 
they did agree; it was to ape their neigh- 
bours in the moſt abſurd ſpecies of pro- 
digality: and how was this effected? 
by keeping a large domain, not ſo much 
for themſelves as their hungry tenants— 
by maintaining as many hangers-on, ſer- 
vants, and horſes, as would entitle a 
German Prince to make treaties, expect 
ſubſidies, and enlarge upon the proweſs 
of his infantry and cavalry, It was ef- 
fected, in ſhort, by reſigning all things 
to the care, or rather to the pillage of 
others, by thinking ſincere the broils of 

ſtewards 
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ſtewards and agents who criminated each 


other with flimſy tales, the more effec- 


tually to conceal their daring junction in 


_ robbery. Chiefly to theſe abuſes ſhould 


be attributed my parents* diſtreſs. An 


- Expedition to the capital was every 
winter reluctantly deferred, as matters 


inſenſibly dwindled from bad to worſe. 
But mark, Chriſtan reader, the benign 


. workings of providence in our favour: juſt 


as this wretched adminiſtration of affairs 
was dooming us to become an hapleſs, 
helpleſs, hopeleſs race; and of the moſt un- 
expected, extraordinary, and intereſting 


incidents removed all gloomy thoughts— 


removed them for a time at leaſt. It. was 
neither more nor leſs than the fum of thirty 
thouſand pounds, bequeathed to my mother 
by a Mr. M*Intoſh, that diſtant relation of 
hers, already alluded to. The copy of the 
teſtament was almoſt devoured. Its im- 
poſſible -I can never deſcribe the tumultu- 

1 Ous 
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ous joy, the enthuſiaſm, the almoſt madneſs 
that ſeized each individual: nay even my 
father was hurried from his natural equani- 


ad mity, and was heard to exclaim O Fortune! 
An © Happineſs! &c. As to me, I directly 
ry Wl aſſumed certain little airs which, however, 
ers 1 ſoon diſmiſſed, in compliment to my 
ſe. WI underſtanding—dinner was ſerved, but the 
on only gueſt were my mothers pet cats and- 
aſt WW dogs—ſhe, poor woman, fainted, and 
irs WW Plodder alarmed us, by obſerving, that - 
ſs, many of the ancients died of over-joy, 
n- Ml Father Lazarus O'Callaghan, the Romiſh 


1g prieſt of the pariſn, who was ſinging. a 
kind of Te Deum, and partly attribu ing 
48 this change of fortune to our largeſſes to- 
wards himſelf and his predeceſſor, now 
eſpied her ſituation, and ran to adminiſter 
the extreme unction, in order, as he ſaid, 
to prevent her dear ſoul from viſiting the 
infernal manſion, which muſt inevitably . 


have odged it, if - unattended with this 
Eid cere- 
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ceremony, but my father's reviving drops 
brought her to bear, which prevented a 
cruel conflict between her ſpiritual directors: 
ſcarcely had ſhe opened her eyes when, 
with great earneſtneſs, ſhe uttered theſe 
words—** It muſt be ſo—no, it ſhall never 
be titterd about as at the laſt races—Lord 
who is that beldam, cooped up in her 
antiquated vehicle, and bedizened in ſore- 
worn flounces: look, pray look at her 
driver (would they ſay) Lard what a 
' Tatter-demelon. There's ſtyle! O Vanity, 
Vanity; all is Vanity.“ Such were the 
exclamations bellowed forth by Mrs. Grizle, 
Lady Maſk, and others, who will now 
ſalute me with your very obliging, affec- 
tionate, ſincere, humble ſervant madam, 
and the like fulſome ſtuff. - But I ſhall 
illucidate my conſequences in my turn 
fo I ſhall—by hardly condeſcending to look 
their ſide of the way—and chiefly, by driv- 
ing with ſix grays, and fix foot - men be- 
ed hind 
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rops Mind. A- propos, Mr. O'Nial, this houſe 
edis like yourſelf—in many things diſguſtable. 
95: WGreat changes muſt be made—the return, 
"cn, which now, O ſhame! ſerves as a lodge- 
heſe ment for that vile root, which fattens man 
ver and beaſt, muſt be converted into a ball- 
ord room the reception room, and the princi- 
her pal bed-chambers muſt ſee themſelves de- 
re- corated in ſumptuous hangings inſtead of 
her that old blew- paper with whicn they have 
deen ſo long contamnated. Indeed if there 
„Vas a et for every ſeaſon it would be more 
che BI ſtilim but moderation was ever my motto. 
le, N What would you think of an entire new 
i houſe— no, this will do, if new-modeled, 
C- WW as 1 ſay. The plate, tea-things—even the 
N, very ſervants muſt be changed: how in- 
a genteel the ſound of Paddy, Tady, Norah, 
oggy, &c. &c. in the capital eſpecially 
WM would it not appear vaſtly horrid? don't 
Hou think fo, Mr. O'Nial? ”—< My deareſt 
Rebecca, he ſaid, (for thus he generally 

addreſſed 
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addreſſed her, though he neither loved her 
in the poſitive, comparative, or ſuperlative 
degree). I am free to declare upon my 
ſalvation, that no man or woman either, 
has hitherto more eagerly ſighed for re- 
formation, both within and abroad than 
I have: aided by your penetration, I long 
ſince perceived the neceſſity of them; but 
what can he effected without means? 
theſe are now in our power, and. ſtill I 
would wiſh to proeeed gradually; for ſuch, 
my deareſt Rebecca, is the imperfection 
of our natures, that whatever is done 
haſtily, is done badly: therefore I muſt 
again e entreat you to proceed gradually.“ — 
75 Gradually the devil, replied the other, 
who now | reſembled a. ſwadling female, 
full of the holy-ſpirit, and inveighing 
againſt popery; may you, ſirrah, proceed 
ſomewhere with volocity. Granually 
indeed; you mean - ſpirited, ſniveling, 
2 jack- nips, what! do you think 
PII 
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III pocket your illuſions of infections, 
imperfections, and evils. No, no, and 
I ſhall declare, though if it be merely for 
my own gratification, that no faſhionable 
lady is leſs incumberd with the like, 
But let me Here ſhe would have darted 
at him, had not the by-ſtanders interfered : 
rage curbed ſpeech, but ſoon the barrier 
gave way, and the torrent diffuſed a 
ſtrange conſternation ; it overwhelmed my 
poor father before an explanation could 
take place, At length the belligerant 
powers, by the parſon and the peieſt's 
mediation, agreed to a months truce, in- 
order to arrange matters. My exhauſted 
ſire wiſhed for a durable peace, but ex- 
perience might have convinced him that he 
wiſhed for a chimera ; his dear help-mate 
ſoon panted for a renewal of hoſtilities, and 
it is generally imagined that the pawning 
of her conſcience could alone have re- 
ſtrained ker, | | ; 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 


Reveals an incident which cauſes much chagrin, 


Tur ferment, excited by joy and rage, 
having ſome what ſubſided, it was judged 
expedient to ſummon a meeting of thoſe 
rare intellectual gueſts, called Gratitude, 
Senſibility, &c. in order to form a wreath, 
collected from the choiceſt flowers, for the 
brow of the long neglected teſtator; and 
indeed ſo many pretty things were ſaid of 
him, that I dare ſay, had he the power of 
riſing from his aſhes tohearken (a circum- 
ſtance that would have doubly affected us) 
he would not have heſitated to return there 
in order to enjoy the ſaid commendations. 
The nſual mode of thankſgiving in this 
. was now adopted; a mode ſupe- 
rior 
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tior to that of the ancients, ſince the pur- 


port of our libations was to regale ourſelves 
not imaginary beings —bonfires were like- 
wiſe erected, which gave my lady Rumour 
immediate employment: ſome heard the 
family manſion was in a blaze, while others 
were certain ourſelves had ſhared a ſimilar 
fate, What were the neighbours feelings 
on being undeceived? praiſe- worthy I hope 
—at- leaſt I ſhall nothing inſinuate to the 
contrary, as I entirely differ frony thoſe 
modern philoſophers, who declare that 
their probing, and unveiling ſome receſſes 
of human nature, muſt be for the general 
good of mankind. But be this as it may, 
thoals of company, you mult know, came 
to unfold their loads of compliments; and 


during ſome days one might well pronouuce 


us in pound—ſo cloſely invelted were we 
by——ſhall I call them friends? at leaſt 
my mother did, though ſuch as erſt would 
ſcarcely condeſcend to confer a nod, had 
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now gained pliability enough, almoſt to 
imitate Dutch ſailors who, in a ſea-fight, 
proſtrate <hemſelves, to prevent danger. 
In ſhort, the entire was a miniature drawing 
of a celebrated patriot juſt ſtep'd into office. 
But ſoon this farce diſguſted my father, 
whole ears were not as ſuſceptible of titilla- 
tion as my mother's. with a ſigh, he 
would obſerve that in. general friendſhip 
was nor was this his only ſhrewed 
obſervation. But the following epiſtle, from 
his friend, Mr. Wm. Furlonge, then reſiding 
in Jamaica, where my father's generoſity 
had enabled him to ſettle ſome twenty years 
before; greatly aaa the order of 


his meditations. 


& My dear Couſin. 


1 Heartily wiſh the peruſal of this letter 
could be attended with any portion of that 


pleaſure, which you inform me, mine ever 
afford 


t 


—1 
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afford you. Alas! how muſt it grieve me 
to be obliged to acquaint you, that Moſes 
M<Scraper, one. of Mr. M<*Intoſh's ad- 
miniſtrators; and a man remarkable for the 
ſeeming ſanctity of his manners, has eloped 
with ten thouſand pounds of the legacy; 


nor would the evil have reſted here, had 


I not interfered, and taken ſuch meaſures 
as will probably prevent any further diſ- 
aſter till your arrival; which prudence, and 
my earneſt wifhes ſhould accelerate, but 
which, I fear, your natural indolence 
will retard. In the interim, whatever ſer- 
vices I may render you, muſt fall infinitely 
ſhort of my zeal, for your continual kind- 
neſs towards me from the days of my diſ- 
treſſes and conſequently from my early 
youth,” has given you ſuch great claims to 
my gratitude, that though your favours 
are no burthen, ſtill muſt I deſpair of 
being ever able to repay them. But to 
clear as much as poſſible of the debt, I 

D 2 | have 
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have determined (now that my fortune is 
honeſtly made) to return, My dear wife 
already pants for a place in your affec- 
tions and neighbourhood. My dear little 
Charlotte too, my only child, ſhall be 
acquainted with your George. What a 
train of ideas accompany the mention of 
this little pair! perhaps ——but there is 
time enough. Need I expatiate on 
the pleaſure it will give. me to return 
with you and pay my reſpects to Mrs. 
O'Nial, &c. Till then, and until death, 
believe me your. very affectionate, and 
greatly obliged—— 


WILLIAM FURLONGE,” 


Tuis letter produced very natural emo- 
tions; my mother gave vent; and my 
facher's indolence preventing him from 
entertaining the moſt diftant idea of ex- 
ploring ſuch diſtant regions, it was di- 

| rectly 


fe 


OF A MINOR, 53 


rectly agreed upon to ſend his couſin Fur- 
longe a power of attorney, to diſpoſe of 
the different plantations and their appen- 
dages: the apprehenſion of a breach of 
truſt, of the dangers of the ſea—together 
with a thouſand others, the offspring of 
a ſelf-tormenting fancy, were conſidera- 
tions that made ſleep a ſtranger to my mo- 
ther's lids ——But my father ſmoked his 


pipe and cracked his joke as uſual, 
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CHAP. x. 


© Introduces" Maſter ; emmy Quiver 1 your 
d  arquaintance, and conveys ſome idea of the 
curate's mode ae tvition, 


Mr; mbther, in ket leſs anxious mo- 
ments, would deign to confer with Mr. 
Plodder about my education; ray, and 
ſtrange as it may appear, ſhe actually 
agreed with my father that emulation was 
a neceſſary ſpur to youth, and to excite 
it, inveſted him with full powers to treat 
with, and offer young Quiver a participa- 
tion of all my advantages; it required no 
great dexterity to make the lad egree to 
this propoſal, the generoſity of which was 
as highly extoled by ſome as it was ſeverely 
cenſured by others, however, his over- 
joyed 


Ar 


the 
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joy ed parents directly ſent him, well know- 
ing that the mediocrity of their lineage 
and fortune required ſupport. My com- 
panion, who was ſome years clder than I, 
and whom I ſhall often have occaſion to 
mention in the courſe of my hiſtory, once 
more began his grammar; for on him the 
ſciences had, and were likely to make but 
little impreſſion. - This my father no ſooner 
obſerved than he declared, in the lad's 
abſence, that all the ſpurring in the world 
would never get him through the ſciences 
in any gait. What (he continued) can 
be expected from a fl-gmatic countenance, . 


and an unmeaning eye?” „ Wonders, 


(exclaimed Plodder) under my direction.“ 
So I ſuppoſe, returned the other, ſhaking 


his head, and leaving the room. And 


theſe wonders (continued the pedagogue, 
now addreſſing my mother) ſhall ſoon be 


verified, madam z I have digeſted plans 
which will wade them through the ſcience 
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in leſs than no time, as the ſaying goes, 

Come, come, my lads; begin, begin, 
but as the great ancients never undertook 
any arduous enterprize, without firſt be- 


— 


— 


ſeeching the benign aid of the gods, ſo 
it will be expedient in you to pray for ſuſ- 
ficient grace to anſwer my humours and 
obey my commands, Should you maugre 
this precaution, prove obſtreperous; tt.is 
birchen rod ſhall be culy adi. iniſtered unto 
a certain part, which on. the moſt trivial | 
>» offence, I ſhall delight to expoſe.“ —— 
Theſe denounciations being over, we en- 
tered upon the buſineſs of the day with fear x 
and trembling; but whether it was owing | 
to our perturbation, or to the maſter's me- 
thod, or to both theſe cauſes— certain it 
is, that we remained as great ſtrangers to 
the meaning of his lectures (ſuppoſing 
indeed they had any) as would that an- 
cient head of braſs, which by its inward 
contexture, was ſaid to have the power of | 
ad- 


” 
1 
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articulating, ſounds for an hour together=- 
but we were inceffantly kept a-going,. 
which heightened, if . poſſible, Tommy's 
ſtupidity, and deprived me, not only of 
my appetite, but of thoſe lively ſallies 
which made me the delight and ornamer.t 
of my father's, or rather of my mother's. 
houſe, This intenſe application was allowed 
by my fond mother, who entertained much 
loftier notions of the curateꝰs infallibility 
than modern Papiſts' do of their chiefs. 
But my father's pathetic remonſtrances, 
and the decline of my health, induced Mr, 
Plodder to relax ſomewhat, though not 
in his ſeverity, for poor Quiver, in par- 
ticular, was ply'd with daily floggings 
indeed our very dreams were a medly of 
declenſions, conjugations,. adverbs, N 
nouns, & c. &. 
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CHAP. + + 


To become aumpiſh ; my father fets out upon 


42 intereſting expedition; ſome letters 
_ follow. 


— 


Tuus circumſtanced, I ſhould pro- 
bably have concluded that Time had for- 
got to wind up his clock, had not my fa- 
ther's kindneſs interfered, Nor can 1 ſuf- 
ficiently admire the methods he would 
take to raiſe my curioſity, improve my 
hints, lend me others, and ſtil afcribe the 
merit to myſelf. In ſhort, he rather taught 
me how to think, than what to think. 
And his manner, being diveſted of that 
- formality and maroſeneſs, inſeparable from 
pedantry, by degrees yroduced the deſired 
effect. þ 


My 
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My bias highly gratified the good man 3 
ſince he conſidered it as difficult to remove 
the loads of lumber obtruded by a pedant, 
as an Egyptian pyramid. | Both, in his 
opinion, were amal heavy, plain, and 
lifeleſs. 


One day while we were enjoying, not 
killing time, he received a letter, the 
peruſal of which ſeemed. variouſly to agitate 
him; it was from Mr. Furlonge, who 
ſpoke of his having ſafely arrived at Corke, 
where unavoidable _ delays would detain 
him for, ſome time. My father's affec- 
tions were not of a nature to be con- 

jealed by abſence; and more from this 
principle, than from another, which, in a 
ſimilar ſituation, would have actuated many; „5 
he ordered his cartiage, a and, with my mo- 
ther's approbation, {ct our. Ia, his abſence 


you may be ſure I was inconſvla ble. 


Fs 71. 
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Once, however, and only once, I con- 
trived to elude the parſon's prying eyes; 
and this was in order to have an opportu- 
nity of ſreely ſpeaking my mind to my 
muck-loved father, which I did in the fol- 
lowing manner :— 


Dear Papa, 


NOW doubly dear. What! will yow 
never return? Conſider how unhappy your 
dear little George, as you uſed to call him, 
muſt be_in your abſence, Ah! cid you 
but know how every one here ſuffers, in my 
opinion, when I compare them to you. Let 
me tell you I have got a ſevere cold by walk- 
ing out at night in expeCtation of meeting 
with you; but were I ſucceſsful, how little 
ſhould I matter any ſickneſs got upon that 
account. My mother ſleeps much, ard 
feels, as ſhe fays, quite howiſh and va- 
pourith, Doctor Potion aſſured her ſome 

. „ an 
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days ago, that next to his own preſcrip- 
tions, your preſence would be her very 
beſt cordial, herein ſhe agreed. She em- 
ploys ſome time in learning, the explana- 
tion and derivation of hard words from 
Mr, Plodder ; luckily enough, as it affords 
me an opportunity of employing my time 
to ſome pleaſure: and advantage. I make 
Neptune practice all his tricks; he takes 
the water as well as ever; and is. greatly 
improved in fetching and. carrying. 


An! my dear papa, do quickly return; 
for, by ſo doing, you will ſurely reſtore to 
health = g 

Lour loving and obedient ſon, 
GEORGE. O NAL. 


Hav ſealed my letter, I gave it to 
Mrs. Barbara Pliant, my mother's waiting- 
maid, to be forwarded. But ſhe, well 
knowing her lady's diſpoſition, reſolved, 
like 
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Rke a dutiful ſervant, to gratify it; no 
matter at whoſe expence. The diſpatches 
were opened, and the aſtoniſhed Plodder 
emphatically dwelt upon a certain paſ. 
ſage, much to the mortification of a 
eertain part. But was not his ſeverity ex- 
cuſable ? Since, however anxious we may 
be of concealing, even from ourſelves, the 
want of thoſe qualities which we deſire to 


pan upon the credulous world, ſome little 
conſciouſneſs will ſtill remind us of the 
impoſture ; and whatever is offered to in- 


creaſe that conſciouſneſs, is as reluctantly 
received as drink by one in an hydrophobia. 
But as the reverend gentleman was ſtimu— 
lated by the Goſpel tenets, or rather by a 
more effectual guide; his nature, from 
harbouring reſentment; he ſoon conde- 


"Rented co wear ſuch iappearances-as- prog. 


noſticated a calm. Come,” he ſaid, ad- 
drefling me with a ſimper “ As I. now 


find myſelf in an admirable cue ſor writing; 
25 quick 
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quick convey unto me the writing tack- 
ling, and methinks I ſhall fiſh, up an 
epiſtle that muſt cauſe admiration. Your 
father, mayhap, has told you that ſimpli- 
city conſtitutes. the chief excellence of 
letter-writing—that it's component parts 
ſhould be made up of natural expreſſions, 
and eaſy tranſitions; that the intire, in 
ſhort, ſhould ſo nearly. reſemble a poliſhed 
converſation, as to make the deluſion al- 
moſt gain upon the reader. But you know 
I never reply to his reaſoning, Give me 
Balzac, Voiture, and moſt of our Engliſh 
epiſtolary writers. One may compare them 
to thoſe humming birds, who charm the 
ear, and ſparkle with an intrinſical light.“ 
Tickled to the ſoul by this ſimile, he thus 
dictated : 


Moſt honoured Sir, 
WHENEVER nyy ideas gravitate to- 
wards, you, which happens more than 
once, 
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once, from the time Apollo, that mighty 


poſtilion, harneſſes his horſes, to their 
jumping into the ocean : whenever, I ſay, 
this is the caſe; my affections create as 
much interior rumbling, and teſtify as great 
eagerneſs to dart out, and cling. to you, as 
did the Greeks, in the wooden horſe con- 
fined, to grapple wich their foes. Whilſt 
thus they would cling, (my affections I 


mean) as: difficult it would be to ſeparate: 
them from you, as two fighting maſtiffs; 


infamy, and a certain prime miniſter; or, 
finally, as the Bourbon confederacy. After 
theſe aſſertions, honoured Sire, I flatter 


myſelf you will entertain as little doubt of 


my affection, as ſhould his all-wiſe Ma. 
jeſty, of that of his ſubjects: or, I cannot 


recollect of another compariſon that here 


would come pat in: but I ſhall now in- 
dulge myſelf with. a freedom, which your 
unutterable goodneſs will eaſily excuſe; it 


is to hope, nay, to be confident, that mau- 
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gre, the frigidity of the ſeaſon, your ten- 
derneſs will not conjeal, but ſtill continue 
copiouſly to flow, as much for my hap- 
pineſs, as doth the Thames for that of the 
Britons. Here followed as many com- 
pariſuns and alluſions as would ſuffice for 
an epic poem. But, luckily for the readers 
patience, they have been Jong ſince devour- 
ed by the good - natured worms. The 
epiſtle again becomes legible, - where he 
ſpoke of my mother.” She, poor woman, 
pines in thought, and is aver-ſpread, not 
with rich garments, but with the weeds of © 
a party-coloured melancholy ;z then, in the 
height of grief what does ſhe not do? 
However, O wonderful to relate! ſhe ſtill 
exiſts ; nor is this owing to the interference 
of a Deity : my very noble and approved. good: 
maſter is alone the efficient cauſe ; who, 
puſhed on with an ardent deſire to pleaſe, 
endeavours to infuſe ſuch comfort as may 
beſt tend to remove the burden of her ſor- 

rows. 
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alas! how do they ſwarm in theſe degenrate 


muſt appear enormous, and unexpected, 
But you know my ever dear maſter hath 


I mean, while the etherial part continues 
at leaſt of which I think myſelf compoſed. 


ſon 9 
„ 

. 

* i . 


rows. She fears that malevolent folks (and 


days) may inſinuate that her uneaſineſs 
proceeds from a burning deſire of ſeeing 
the treaſure; therefore prays you will be 
perſuaded that the jewel ſhe moſt longs to 
embrace is your identical ſelf. Oh! ho- 
noured Sire, kindly accept this juvenile tri. 
bute; a tribute, that in my humble opinion, 


often told you he would perform wonders. 
Abominating prolixity, as much as I love 
you, let me drop the curtain, in aſſuring 
you, that J was, am, and ever ſhall be. 


to vivify the corpuſcles of which I am, or 


Your ever dutiful, loyal, and affectionate 


Grorct O'NIAI. 
*T1$ 
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« TIs done,” exclaimed the exulting 
Plodder, ** and, madam, it behoveth me 


cs Wi to thank you for affording me this oppor- 
ing tunity of diſplaying my talents.” Really I 
be was myſelf ſomewhat dazzled; not know- 
to ing that cold conceits, and hacknied fmi- 
10. lities were indubitable ſymptoms of intel 
tri. lectual barrenneſs, | . 
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CHAP. XH. 


My father returns, accompanied by Mr. Fur. 
lunge aid bis daughter —tbeir diſaſters. 


ScarcELY could this epiſtle have 
been feceived, when my father made his 
appearance, but ſo wan, and dejected, that 
my mother exclaimed—** Heavens and 
Earth, Mr. O Nial, what can this mean! 
Yes, yes, it is gone, it is gone; we are 
annihilated z the villain has made off with 
it; has he not? I thought fo, O curſed 
_ credulity! curſed man! Begone and ſave 
me, I ſay. * This reception, after a 
month's abſence, little ſurpriſed her dear: 
he had precedent for it, beſides the idea 
immediately ſtruck him, that ſhe alluded to 
the curate, whom he had greatly intruſted: 


and he was even beginning to offer con- 
ſolatian, 
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ſolation, when her choler ſubſibed, upon 
her obſerving the object of her ſuppoſed 
ruin, approach. I remember indeed, ſhe 
had the greatneſs of mind to confeſs 
herſelf premature, on finding that my 
father's grief ſprung. from the misfortunes 
of his friend. Mr. William Furlonge was, 
in truth, of the few who create pity, 
without any mixture of that vile ſenſation 
which we ſo liberaly beſtow on the un- 
fortunate, Soon after his friendly inti- 
mation, he was deprived of his dearer half, 
in a dreadful hurricane: and by endeavour- 
ing to ſave her, narrowly eſcaped himſelf. 
Grief, had no ſooner allowed him to think 
of buſineſs, than he procured bills for 
our property, and ſhipped off moſt of his 
own without inſuring it. But alas! too 
ſoon the elements deſtroyed his hopes: 
about Newfoundland, it was, that they 
exerted their utmoſt influence; and of a 
numerous fleet, hardly a wrack remained, 
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— F ortune, obſerved our friend, reſolved 
to keep me for new trials; but to behold 
the fruitleſs ſtruggles of thouſands for life, 

almoſt deprived me of it. Upon the ſtorm's 
ſomewhat abating, our ſhip, which with 
difficulty. had weathered it, was haled by 
another, juſt foundering; ſhe being to 
leward, we crowded fail, came up in time, 
and ſhe proved mine. Men, and cargo, Wſſt 
betng removed, we now began to think ſt 
with amazement on the paſt; ſill almoſt 
queſtioning our very exiſtance—But alas 
hardly had our agitated ſpirits time to ſettle; 
when freſh ſtorms begot freſh: dangers, 
we made for Gibralter, but were -forced 
into the Mediterranean, where the approach 
of a corſair renewed all our former ferment. 
Our ſhip and bodies being a-like debilitated, 
ve could entertain no thoughts, but of 
ftricking,” „Here, while he pauſed, and 
fondly gazed at his daughter, my mother 
ah apa exclaimet—* Ah! dear fir, the bills 
— pray 
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ed pray are the bills ſafe? how did you ſecure 
1d mem? for I make no doubt of your having 
fe, ¶ been taken by that curſed, what do you 
n's call her. Ah! do quickly inform us, fir? 
ich for indeed, fir, the ſuſpence cauſes a huge 
by {WE perambulation within mE , My, father, 
ro che while, inclined his head, and infflicted 
je, that puniſhment on his lips, which he 
r0, thought might more juſtly be transferred to 
nk che cauſe of his agitation. But the narrator, 
oft only now recovering from his reverie, heard 


not my mother's interregations; and thus 
proceeded—** O my friends!. Ho can I 
rs, reflect on that awful moment, without the 
ed greateſt degree of ſenſibility ? the conduct 
ch WW of my little Charlotte, that faithful image 
ic. of her, whom“ Here his feelings, ſtrongly 
d, pictured in his viſage, enjoined him fi- 
of lence; mean time my tears kept pace with 
nd his daughter's, nor was my father tardy in 
er ſympathizing, while my mother ſtill kept 


Is i uttering about the bills.“ But, re- 
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_ ſumed Mr. Furlonge, accompanying his 
words with frequent and deep ſighs 
She's gone, ſhe's gone— my little Charlotte 
_at leaſt remains, O, dear object of my 
conſtant care! how was I moved in that 
awful moment to behold you cling to me, 
and regardleſs of danger, only ſeek to con- 
ſole me. Yes, this and your diſtraction 
at your poor dear mother's fate, raiſed my 
_ admiration; but rent my heart, froze my 
blood, and thrilled my foul with horror, 
when I confidered that a few moments 
would leave you at the mercy of thoſe who 
never feel any, And this conſideration 
made me reſolve to plunge with you into 
the ocean ; but this ſtrange reſolve of pity 
and deſpair, was impeded by the crew; 
whoſe generous concern for us at this 
criſis, convinced me that untutored minds 
are not always a prey to ſordid motives. 
After repea ed yells, and much wanton 
cannonading, we were boarded,” turned 
Over, 
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over, and chained ; my Charlotte excepted , 
who was forced into the Barbarian Captain's 
cabin, where I over-heard him declare, in 
broken Engliſh, that he found himſelf fairly 
inthralled in his turn, by her exquiſite 
charms, which, ere long, he would con- 
deſcend to feed upon. Judge of my 
feelings; but you cannot : She, hearing 
my lamentations, moved towards me, and 
upbraided herſelf with not having termi- 
nated. her already too long career; but the 
monſter pulled her back, and was offering 
loathſome careſſes, which were returned 
with floods of tears. As we failed along 
the African coaſt, our imaginations were 
loaded with freſh horrors, by obſerving 


3 Wete form of their buildings, which nearly 
- reſembled our ſepulchres: but hope re- 
3 


turned with the morning, on our deſccy ing a 
ail faſt approaching. T he revelling Bar- 
barians had taken her for a friend, and were 
too late deceived : ſhe proved the Tartar 
Vol. I E Pi iva- 
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privateer, whoſe Commander has often 


| n 
made the enemies of his country ſhudder, WMlf j 
T his miſtake ſharpened their fury; ſome ill ; 
propoſed we ſhould be flung into the ſea, f 


while others inſiſted upon a more refined 
ſpecies of cruelty ; but their intentions 
were fruſtrated by the expedition of Captain 
RX. and their malice vented itſelf in fink. 
ing my ſhip, regardleſs of their companions 
fate, whoſe deſtroyers now became an ealy 
conqueſt. We were conveyed into Gibral- 
tar; the Governors humanity compenſated 
for our ſufferings, and methought I per 
ceived that in him, which one day mult 
cauſe the world's admiration. Eager to 
embrace you, my friends, and to conſcle 
myſelf with this relation, I forthwith failed 
from this cheriſhed, 'and dear-bought jewel 
of the Engliſh Crown; and, after a tedious 
voyage, unattended with any extraordinary 
circumſtance, arrived with a ſlender portion 


of my riches, but with your's entire,” Here 
my 
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my mother cheered up, and proffered many 
home- ſpun compliments, which my hurry 
to ſpeak of Miſs Furlonge, prevents me 
from tranſcribing. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Miſs Charlotte Furlonge introduced; ] begin 
to feel ſome ſenſations, natural enough. 


TI 18 young lady had juſt entered her 
teens; and were I diſpoſed to imitate your 
modern romance writers, I had now a fair 
opportunity of expatiating on her beauty; of 
bringing lillies and roſes, Sun, Moon, 
and ſtars, to my aid, but I ſhall decline it 
—not merely from my averſion of tread- 
ing the ſame paths with them — no —ſtron- 
ger motives impel me; and theſe, J aſſure 
you, powerfully operate on the direction 
of my pen: nay, ſcarcely will they allow 
me to obſerve that connoifſeurs have 
frequently compared her to the preſent 
Dutcheſs of Devonſhire; in my eyes then 

how 


it 
n 
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how far muſt ſhe have ſurpaſſed her? but 


now whilſt her father, and mine, deſcanted . 


on the paſt, and that ſhe and I were em- 
ployed in exchanging ſome glances, I 
received a tap on the ſhoulder from my 
pedagogue : it-was a ſummons co rehearſe 
the evening leſſon, at which Tommy had 
been long ſince plodding. Now my dear 
friend let me aſk you one queſtion. Have 
you in your peregrinations ever received 
a gentle hint from a'tip-ſtaff to walk his 
way? if ſo you may form ſome idea of my 
perturbation. But all parties perceiving 
my reluctance, I was this evening treed 
from one ſpecies of bondage, to fall into 
another, never to be forgotten or regretted: 
ſcarcely - was my admiration raiſed v hen ir 


Changed to a more violent paiſion; and 


deſpair hung on the borders of this laſt, 1 
employed much precious time in ſauntering 
about the room, in order to prevent the 
company, whom I now thought to be 
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chiefly occupied about my movements, 

from ſuppoſing that my approaches were 

. premeditated. But alas! no ſooner had I 

| - arrived within a ſmall diſtance of her Chair, 

than my timidity made me ſtand ſtock-ſtill, 

I had, beſides, the mortification to ſee 

maſter Tommy ſqueeze her hand, tear her 

tucker, and diſplay ſome other marks of 

wit and merriment, ſuch as dunces ſhew, 

But we were now ordered to bed, 

where Miſs Furlonge, together with 

Quiver's behaviour, and Plodder's lectures, 
alternately exerciſed my buſy fancy. 


CHAP, 
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SKA, AS: 


My mother's conduct towards Miſs Fur onge 
brings forth, with the curate's aid, a va- 
luable load of maxims for the young lady's 
edification. | 


I T was not long before my mother, whoſe 
affections never ſteered a middle courſe, and 
who changed them at leaſt with every 
moon, became charmed with Miſs 
Furlonge, which cauſed ſome little jealou- 


ſy in Quiver's breaſt, and perhaps in mine 


too; ſince the tit - bits were no longer 
conveyed in the old channel. Moreover, 
ſeveral ſilks and fattins, which had 
remained immured within the precincts 
of fuſty drawrers upwards of thirty years, 
were now for her diſturbed, and a dancing 
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maſter or heel-ſophiſt, who had ſome 
years ago taken a trip to the capital, 
in order to confirm his reputation, was 
employed. Unwilling to reſt here; ſhe, 
in conjunction with the curate, drew up 
certain rules of conduct, which they 
modeſtly entitled the arcanum, or 
infalible noſtrum to make all miſſes 
irreſiſtible, Whether the ſaid noſtrum 
was in its nature, as worthleſs as what 
quacks hawk about, or whether its inherent 
excellence might well enable it to perform 
the ſpecified operation (an operation ſo 
devoutly to be wiſhed for) is a matter 
which the ingenious reader may, if he 
pleaſes, deſide upon, after having peruſed 
the following extracts, which, in my 
opinion, contain the marrow of the huge 
folio, their progenitor. Let us - begin 
with | ; 


RULE 
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RULE 445: 


ALLow no plebeian thoughts, however 
craving, admiſſion into the receſſes of your 
mind, by ſuch we mean, the making any 


inquiries. about domeſtic adminiſtration, 


and the like. 
RULE 558. 


WHENEVER an inferior preſumes to 
addreſs you, let the poſition of your 
head, in particular, reſemble 'that of a 
general's in a print ſhop. And ſedulouſly 
endeavour in your reply, to deprive 
your voice of its natural melody. 

RULE 1785. 


- 


Ear little in public, but as much as you 
pleaſe elſewhere. With this precaution 
though, never to feed upon fleſh, for divers 
cogent reaſons; and firſt, of the firſt, it 


over. throws the complexion z ſecondly, 
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| ſome pious: people of glorious and im- 
mortal memory, have whilom aſſerted, 
declared, and exemplified, that it, the 
fleſh, is very prone to create ſome certain 
deſires, highly imprudent and immoral 
for young ladies to indulge, at leaſt until 
they, the faid deſires, receive Hymen's 
ſanction, which in. making them lawful, 
oftentimes, alas! wantonly extinguiſhes 
them. My mother, to this added the fol- 
lowing tack—* and 1 I mo” from 


Experience. 


R 5 LE 9999- 


Wurrreas ſome few, very few indeed, 
filly parents, think it adviſeable to breed up 
their females in learning to make their own 
teguments, comb their own hair, and in 
| ſhort, perform every function, without 
aſſiſtance: we here venture to knock down 
their prejudices, by recommending a com- 
pliance with the uſual mode of indulging 
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—ů _ by 


your Noth with a fille-de-chambre, intro- 
ducing you into public, betimes, which 
introduction, will as effectually ſmooth, 
and ſaw away the ruff corners of your 
mind, as a whet-ſtone doth thoſe of a blunt 
knife, razor, - needle, &c. Furthermore, 
it doth eſpecially behove us to inſiſt upon 
your cultivating the immaterial or incorpo- 
$ real part; and how can this be better 
e effected than by a diligent peruſal of modern 
1 romances? which muſt infuſe ſuch exalted 
notions of human-nature; as will inſenſibly 
lead you to expreſs a becomming contempt, 
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both in public, and private, for the ſenti- | 
, ments, manners, and cuſtoms, of thoſe, | 
p who have the mis fortune to chuſe diſſerent | 
1 guides. 4 
a | þ 
: RULE 10,000. i 
n Mokkovzs, as Latin and Greek have | 
- endered ſeveral ladies conſpicuops; we 4 
7 think it adviſeable, and neceſſary, that 4 
T "$6 . you 4 


THE ADVENTURES 


84 
you ſhould pay the ſaid languages fealty, 
Inſtrumental, and vocal harmony, to be 
ſecondary conſiderations. 


RULE 33, ooo. 


Snourp any preſumtuous youth pay his 
addreſſes on the baſis of plain common- 
ſenſe, and who, upon a cloſe inſpection, 
would appear wofully deficient in all ſuch 
matters as conduce to inſpire well- bred 


females with pleaſurable ſenſations; he i is to 


be treated with that diſdain, which ſhould 
never be miſſing in Beanty s train. 


"Kink followed many chouſind rules, 
or maxims; and I hope you will not chide 
me for omitting them, as they chieffy re- 
lated to the teeth, gums, nails, noſe, 
toes, waſhes, dreſſes, perfumes, ſounds, 
&c. &c. &c. &c. topicks which a late 
noble Lord has fo _ and GY 


n. 


Tus 


Tur Rev. Jeremiah Plodder, has often 
aſſerted, that the aforegoing was the beſt 
wrought piece that ever iſſued from his 
intellectual loom. However, the early 
maxims inſtilled by Mrs. Furlonge, were 
ſo juſt and ſo conformable to Charlotte's 
own nature, that theſe, to the inexpreſſible 
grief and aſtoniſhment of the compoſers, 
might as well have remained in embryo. 
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CHAP. XV. 


Plodder's perſeverance; my father"s diſpoſition; 
Mr. Furlonge s reſolve ; Charlotte's ſenſibi- 


 bity; our expedition to the capital receives 


à check. 


Tu E poor girl was commanded to get 
the aforegoing infallible rules by heart, 


while Plodder, ſpurd on by my mother; 
who indeed loved me moſt tenderly, but 
gteatly wiſhed I ſhould equal her nonpateil 
in knowledge, was reſolved to weaken 
every propenſity of mine but that to letters, 
TFet Nature aſſerted her right, and certain 
pleaſing ſenſations would occaſionally in- 
duce the conſtrained ſtudents to rear their 


dozed pates, and ſtale fond glances; which 


when 


when perceived, were ever ſeverely 


puniſhed. Nor could we refrain from ; 


comparing the curate to thoſe monſters 
with heads and no hearts who overſee our 
Weſt-indian ſlaves. As my diſpoſition was 
not of that placid, mawkiſh nature, fo 
much reliſhed by old women, and fo little 
by the diſcerning; I often felt ſtrong 
incitements to retaliate, but my ſchemes 
were generally counteracted, either by 
Charlotte's entreaties or Quiver's treachery. 
While thus employed, affairs of great 
moment were diſcuſſed by Mr. Furlonge 
and my parents, It feems an old malady 
of my mother's, that of ſighing after the 
capital, had returned with the legacy, 
and clung ſo cloſe to her, that thoſe em- 
ployed to extirpate it, gave her intolerable 
pain, and, not being feed, made no 


ſeruple of declaring her incurable. My 
father, I aſk his pardon, but truth, you 
know, ſhould outweigh all other conſidera- 

tions 
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tions; my father, I ſay, whoſe ideas were 
as rational, as his actions were weak 
and lifeleſs, intended employing the 
bequeſt in diſcharging ſuch debts as affect. 
ed the eſtate, reclaiming the bogs, 
' draining the fens, decorating the caſtle of 
his anceſtors, &c. &c. &c. and ſolemnly 
declared, to his worthy - friend, that no 
circumſtance, fave a commotion of Nature 
herſelf, ſhould ſhake the firm purport of 
his mind. Mr. Furlonge nodded appro- 
bation, and people were already aſſembled, 
when a ſudden hurricane, iſſuing through 
my mother's wind pipe, and preceded, like 
all others, by a ſtrange kind of rumbling, 
drove them, in different directions, to ſuch 


a diſtance, that they never thought fit to 
return. So chargrind was my father by 


this matter, that I verily believe the fiercer 
paſſions would have ruffled the gentle cur- 
rent of his blood, had not the curate's 
admonitions, aided by old wine, and 
| repeated 
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repeated whiffs, adminiſterd ſeaſonable re- 
lief. However, after various cogitations 


and harangues, during which the poor 


man often declared they would have been 
happier to imitate that philoſopher, who, 
to ſhake off all care, flung his wealth into 
the ſea; after all theſe I ſay, it was reſolved 


upon, to ſpend the winter in town, and to 


order ſuch improvements as might pleaſe 
my mother's fancy. One circumſtance now 
retarded us; it was the reſolution Mr. 


Furlonge had taken to depart, which 


he ſignified in the following words: 


„Mv friends, a leſs enterprizing ſpirit 
than mine, might be controled by your 
eager ſolicitations, but notwithſtanding 
my recent misfortunes, ſuch is the force of 
habit, that I feel an irreſiſtible impulſe 
once more to launch into active life. The 
advantage derived by men of buſineſs, in 
having their minds employed, is ſurely 

; . a bet- 
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a better reward of their toils, than the 
treaſures they may have accumulated ; for 
no ſtate, I believe, is more intolerable 
than a ſtate of ſtagnation, without any 
object, however imaginary in itſelf, to look 
forward to. My deſign is to viſit the moſt 
diſtant regions, and thence to return 
whenever it may pleaſe Fortune to replace 
thoſe gifts of which ſhe ſo unexpectedly 
deprived me; but O my good friends, 
ſhould I never ſee you more, ſhould earth, 

and ſea, ſtill confpire againſt me“ Here 
Chorlotte's ſobbing viſibly affected her fa- 
ther, nor could he any longer deny a ſympa- 
thetic tear. hl my Charlotte (he continued) 
—Why will you thus endeavour to unman 
me? Why ſhake that little fortitude which 
I hope till remains, when Heaven knows 
it was never more neceſſary, except on 
one occaſion.” The girl's lamentations re- 
doubled. Fear not, my child, (he ad- 
ded, taking out his handkerchief to dry 
"I | her 


le 


er 


her face, flooded with tears) think not 


that I ſhall deſert you; no, and may I 


periſh when your welfate becomes indif- 
ferent to me: but indeed, my child, 1 
cannot harbour the idea of making your 
delicate frame endure thoſe variety of cli- 
mates which”—* O, papa, papa, cried ſhe, 
haſtily, and will you thus forſake me? Do 
you, can you imagine, that whatever country 
you may viſit, however barbarous, will ſo ap- 
pear to me, while in your company? Am! 


not, in your own opinion, the image of mam- 
ma? and ſurely that is an image, which I have 


heard you ſay, you would gladly carry all 
over the world. But I muſt have diſo- 
bliged you, and” She was now over- 
matched by grief, and Mr. Furlonge, no 
longer able to Rand this ſcene, removed 
to another room, where after having re- 
peatedly recommended his daughter to 
my parents protection, and intimated his 
earneſt deſire that ſhe ſhould one day or 
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other be more nearly connected with the 
family; he declared his intention of privately 


departing that night—having previouſly 


depoſited with my parents, three thouſand 
pounds, the moiety of his ſhatterd fortune, 
for his daughter's uſe, which, with their 
_ conſent, ſhe might at any time diſpoſe of, 
The idea you muſt have already formed 
of Miſs Furlonge's ſenſibility, makes it 
needleſs to enlarge upon her feelings on 
this event. Let us therefore ſpeak of the 
formidable preparations for our journey : 
the family coach, which they ſay had been 
brought as a matter of great curioſity into 
the country, ſome little time after King 
James's wars, was now ſurrounded by 
ſeveral artiſts, all exclaiming at its antiquity 
and blemiſhes, and declaring their own 
ability to moderniſe it, with an eagernels 
and vocifiration ſcarcely ſurpaſſed by thoſe 
who propole reforming the State vehicle. 


However, after an expenditure, exceeding 
the 
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prime-coſt, it was put on a reſpectable 
footing. The horſes, being likewiſe 
ſuperannuated, were exchanged for others, 
the poor ſervants too experienced a ſimilar 
fate, not excepting the good - natured 
Silveſter, whom my father over-payed, and 
would willingly have retained, were he 
capable of any reſolution. Theſe weighty 
matters being adjuſted, we were ready to 
depart, when another unforeſeen circum- 
ſtance retarded us. Should you be curious 
to know it, peruſe—— 


CHAP, 
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AR JOVI; 
The Cauſe of our delay. 


Ax D a circumſtance it was the moſt 
dreadful, - the moſt alarming, the moſt 
doleful, the moſt unexpected, and the 
leaſt reliſhed by thoſe it concerned, that 
could poſſibly have happened. Here you 
muſt allow me to differ from thoſe hiſto- 
rians, biographers, and others, who never 
plead ignorance concerting the cauſe of any 
effect, while the fertility of their own brains 
will allow them to fabricate one: yes, I 
ſhall differ from them, ſince it is out of my 
power to aſſert, whether it was a man or 
a beaſt, a genii, or a woman, that ſet all 
Mr. Plodder's productions in a blaze. Some 


ſaid it was the devil, in order to prevent 
all 
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all thoſe diſcoveries, which, when publiſhed, 
would redound ſo much to man's advan- 
tage. Others ſhrewdly ſuggeſted it might 
have been his adverſary (that is the devil's) 
for the purpoſe of eſſaying the curate's 
firmneſs under afflictions. If this laſt was the 
cauſe, it certainly had not the deſired effect; 
for Jeremiah Plodder moaned and groaned 
intolerably ; rent his hair; tore his viſage; 
and inflicted as many torments on his poor 
+ Wl fclb, as if he had turned Banian. His ex- 


N preſſions were wild and incoherent. % Now, 
N he exclaimed, I may once more conſider my- 
r ſelf a mortal man. That refulgent column of 
y knowledge, which I had fo carefully erect- 
1 ed, no longer exiſts to illuminate the world; 
or for me to ſtand upon, in order to ſurvey 
y the paſſing crowd eaſing themſelves of 
* their loads of homage.” Don't imagine my 
11 WT mother was quite unconcerned : the-loſs of 
1 half the Treatiſe of Education, was, in her 
1 opinion, irreparable. But as time fre- 


ll | 5 quently 
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quently unfolds the true cauſes of things, 
I muſt not entirely deſpair of being able, 
at ſome future period, to-publiſh a more 
ſatisfactory account of this diſaſter. 


The End of the Firſt Book, | 
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CHAP. 


My mother's firmneſs; we move; out 
agUenturesz 


Ir wa, as I remember, the received 
opinion in the neighbourhood, that Death 
only, could now perſuade my mother to 
retard her long concerted journey; ſince 
his harbinger, the apoplexy, had no in- 
fluerce on it. Soon as ſhe recovered 
utterance, the coach was ordered to the 
door, and off we drove, in the following 
order: my mother, Miſs Furlonge, and 
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Mr. Plodder, on one fide; my father, 
Tommy Quiver, and I, on the other, 
The concourſe, that trotted after us, 
afforded ample materials for ſpeculation, 
Diſtant obſervers imagined it a bride's eſcort 
but the ſubſequent lamentations of the 
tenants, induced them to ſuppoſe it a 
proceſſion of a more melancholy nature. 
However my mother's vanity, might, at 
any other time, have been gratifyed by ſo 
numerous a retinue; it is certain, ſhe 
would now have excuſed it, as it conſi- 
derably impeded our movements, but ſoon 
it dwindled, each individual having exerted 
himſelf, proportionably to his expectations, 
not affections: for you know the com- 
monalty ſeldom feel any, for thoſe who 
move in a higher ſphere. Thus freed, 
we began to trott along pretty ſmartly, 
This increaſed rapidily of movement, had 
not, however, the uſual effect of railing 
the ſpirits, for Mr. Plodder ſtill bewailed, 

| N 
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in doleful ſtrains, the magnitude of his 


loſs; and my mother's malady, had given 


her a large tincture of that quality, which 


we find maintains ſo uarivalled an iufluence 
at all drums, maſquerades, routs, &c. 
Miſs Furlonge too inceſſantly regretted 
the beſt of fathers, and unwittingly ſhared 
her anxiety with me: though the inſenſible 
Quiver, urged me to imitate himſelf, 


in gibing at her: his propoſal ſhocked 


my nature, and was received with a 


countenance, that required no comment, 


But ſobn an incident happend which com- 
pletely rouſed us; and would make a 
fanatick (ſuppoſing the exiſtence in ſuch 


an age, of ſuch a tormenting, and tormented. 


being) think it a warning from Heaven 
to veer. Read with attention then, and 
you will learn, that ſcarcely had we 
advanced thirty miles, when a trace broke 
on our rapidly deſcending a certain hill, 
noted for faries. The wheels, of courſe, 
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annoyed the horſes legs, they plunged, 
and galloped, and to ſuch a degree, that 
Timothy Wedgewell, my mother's favourite 
driver, became as uſeleſs, as a marine 
officer in a ſtorm. Jeremiah's exclama- 
tions; ſeconded by my mothers yells 
accelerated our doom; which was to be 
over-ſet in a dike—well bruiſed and till 
more frightened, Don't imagine our woes 
terminated here; this indeed was only the 
overture, for night ſaluted us with fo 
pitchy a darkneſs, that we could only feel 
the deplorable condition of our bruiſes, 
and harneſſes, Even hope fled—what was 
to be dore? various conſultations were 
held, notwithſtanding the violence of the 
rain, but no reſolutions formed. At laſt, 
a noiſe was heard; and judging there might 
be ſonic habitation near, we gave an hallow 
that muſt have appeared a ſignal of diſtreſs, 
nor were we deceived, ſeveral peaſants, 


whoſe heroiſm had been wound to the 
| higheſt 
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higheſt key, by tippling, darted out, 
with ſuch weapons as chance preſented; 
and imagining from the dolefulneſs of the 
call, that murder had been ſtalking abroad, 
immediately ſet about belabouring us. 
Said one Orragh my jewel, ſecure um“ 
— pon my ſhoul, and faith, and 
troth, I'll ſtrike firſt, with your leave, 
replyed another.” Bad enough—nor could 
we undeceive them, till the loſs of ſome 
teeth, was added to the catalogue of 
Mr. Plodder's miſ-haps, but their intention 
pleaded for them—and their hoſpitality too: 
a pot of potatoes, with two herrings in the 
centre, to ſerve as a flavour, was ſet on the 
fire; and liquor was forced upon us, 
Hunger, and that hoſpitality which the 
common Iriſh diſplay on all , occaſions, 
made every thing acceptable. But the 
fatigues of the day ſoon induced us to think 
of beds—and fortunately there was one : 
having inquired how this badge of luxury 

F 3 had 
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had introduced itſelf, we were informed 
that the owner, had lately been ſteward to 
a man of fortune, Our wonder ceaſed, 
and the ladies ſignified their deſire of 
undreſſing; upon which, the ruſticks 
inſtantly retired; and notwithſtanding their 
intoxication, obſerved decorum. The reſt 
of us, ſervants included, after much 
tugging, and grappling, maſtered a kind 
of loft, where firaw' and fleas abounded. 
My poor father, whether from his ſituation, 
or from his reflecting that the poultry, 
whoſe nightly abode this was, were 
innumanly turned out in the rain, was ill 
at eaſe. Moſt of the family, as uſual, 
llept with the cattle: and it was now the 

dead hour of night, when | Bartholomew 
O'Driſhehaughn, the man of the houſe, 
who had been _ bartering, ſcratching, 
. Fipping, wenching, fighting, kiſſing, 
drinking, &c. &c. &c. all the aforegoing 


ay at a neighbouring 28 returned with 
- a noſe, 


perceptible, and a head, as large as if he 
had taken a pound of Mercury. All this 


wife Juggy, and his daughter Cicely had 
not moved. All his moanings, and 


great mortification, on computing the 
before, produced not any effect on them. 


through the golden curtains of the Eaſt, 


tipplers, bumers, robbers, vice - roys, 
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2 noſe, flat as an Owls eye, ſcarcely 


he would have rejoiced at, had he and 
his party, not loft the day. His condition 
made him deſirous of reſt, ſo in he 
tumbled, along fide of my mother, thinking 
I ſuppoſe, if capable of thought; that his 


wreathings, were incapable of awakening * 
the ladies. Even the liquor, which their 
new gueſt diſgorged, doubtleſs to his 


round ſum it had coſt him ſome hours 


Morpheus graſped my father more ſlight- 
ly for ſcarcely had Phaeton's fire peeped 


when balmy ſleep bid mine adieu, and 
moved ſloly forwards, to bride-grooms, 
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or perhaps, intended cloſing for ſome 
moments the lids of our afflited miniſter, 
My father was no ſooner dreſſed than he 
made us riſe; and haſtened to awake his 
deareſt life. But good God! what could 
have equaled his ſurpriſe? he advanced 
» Tetreated—and advanced again; found 
it was no deluſion; and involuntarily 
aſſumed the air, and attitude, of Sir Peter 
Teazle, when he eſpys his lady, in the 
ſentimental Joſeph's, apartment. The dear 
good man, now ruſhed from the tameneſ 
of his nature — nay and would have 
perpettated, in all human probability, 
ſome foul deed—had not the half-naked 
curate interfered and throttled him ſo 
effectually, that my father's broad, ſeta- 
ceous viſage, alternately diſplayed, ſpe- 
eimens of all the various colours, which 

one may obſerve in a dier's ſhop. 
«© In the bowels of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, who ſpilt his precious blood for us 
| miſe- 
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miſerable ſinners; exclaimed the perſe- 
vereing Jeremiah, I do moſt heartily be- 
ſeech thee, noble, and much injured fir— 
nay, certes, it behoves thee as a Chriſtian, 
to carry thyſelf with meek demeanour, on 
this trying, and hitherto novel occaſion— 
novel I mean in reference to you, Mr. 
O'Nial.” „Here my father made ſome 
fruitleſs efforts to diſengage himſelf, from 


this conſecrated Hercules, who thus 


continued Hearken to my words, and 
give them credence. Know then, that thy 
endeavours ſhall be like unto thoſe of the 
ſons of men, againſt the angels of old: 
for the Lord, unto me, hath adminiſtered 
his aid. Therefore, good fir, and for theſe 
ſound reaſons, my powerful ao ſhall keep 
thee enthraled, untill thou avoweſt an 
intention of proceeding with thy uſual 
ſobriety. For conſider, dear fir, that 
matters, of a ſimilar nature with the preſent, 
I mean ſimilar as to the appearances—for, 
os Piet in 
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in truth, after all, ſne may be innocent, 
as the Lamb of God but to reſume; con- 
fider, I would ſay, that ſuch matters are 
frequently explained to the ſatisfaction of all 
parties. And in the name of Jeſus, why 
not? for conſider, a parſon and his pariſh- 
joners may live in amity - conſider a round 
tour will appear ſquare at a diſtance; or a 
ſquare one round; really I forget which It 
is—conſider” “ Z—s, b—d, and 
.- ds (ſcreamed my father, after many 
hideous geſticulations) all I can conſider is 
that I am a dead man. The curate, upon 
this, looked upwards,, and ſeeing his 
victim's. ſwelled tongue, hang ſome inches 
beneath his lower jaw, his apprehenſions, 
cauſed him to tumble with the agility of an 
Harlequin. While mine, for Charlotte 
deprived me, for ſome minutes,. of the ule 
of my faculties. Bur this hurly-burly, ſoon 
rouſed the parties. Miſs Furlonge, fainted, 


My mother ſcreamed much louder than 
when 
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when over-ſet, Bartholomew too, who had 


.now unglued his eys, and who was be- 
ginning to diſcern a wrinkled, ſhaking 
ſubſtance, inſtead of his young red- haired 


wench, made no ſcruple of aicribing the 
entire to enchantment. This belief, he the 
more readily gave into, on conſidering 


the proximity of the Fairy court; and the 


manf gambols, which the Sovereign, King 


Fenvafough, had played upon him. Nor 
could any one, or any thing, undeceieve 
him, until-Ais Juggy, and Cicely, made 
their entry. Then, indeed, the matter 
receiyed ſame elucidation. In this interim, 


that my father took an opportunity 


0 fecing on the misfortunes of his race. 


« The proof, he ſaid, is plain, direct, and 


natural. Frailty thy name is woman, Alas! 
if any thing can juſtify the idea of an 
unavoidable farality, it is the continual 
heart- aches that females have cauſed to the 
hero's of my houſe. Does not hiſtory in- 
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form us, how King Brine the bold's wife, 
ſpitted him behind, whilſt he, mighty 
warrior! was meditating to ſerve others 
ſo before? Was not old Prince Morrough 
cuckold? Nay, even my great anceſtor 
John; whoſe perverſeneſs hurried him to 
marry a young vixin, —but who was his 
antagoniſt? O inſupportable idea! a 
Cobbler. And me, unfortunate me; 
muſt La (ci) ar fate, after having 
no reaſon to ſuſpe& ſuch. pranks, in thr 
ſpace of thirty five years, three months, 
and two days, Well might I now imagine 
that the furrows, made by Time's chiſel 
would have been a ſufficient ſhield, againſt 
any ones” — Here his ſoliloquy was inter- 
rupted. And much did it rejoice and 
abaſh him, to hear the point explained, 
We now prepared to get forwards, when 
Wedgewell informed us, that the remains 
of the harneſſes had diſappeard. It was 
no time for moralizing—ropes were 
| pro- 
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procured and we joged on, after per- 


ceiving that ſome of the lining had ſhared 
a ſimilar fate, My mother blew a tornado, 
And my father, without being ruffled, 
expreſſed his concern that ſo much gene- 
rolity, and knavery, ſhould dwell to- 
gether, 
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© A. 


W: proceed on our journey, and reach the 
| capital. 


Sevk R AL. obſervations, you may well 
ſuppoſe, were made on the »foregoing ad- 
venture. The toothleſs Plodder, after long 
meditation, recollected that a King of Ba- 
bylon had once, though ſome ſaid twice, 
found his lady in a ſimilar ſituation; and 
had treated the wretched paramour in a 
very wretched' manner indeed. But really 
Mr. O'Nial, he ſaid, ſuch feenes are, in 
our days, ſo trite, that whoever: has tarried 
fome weeks in a capital, would- bluſh to 
betray, on the like occaſion, any agitation 
of ſpirit; for in theſe caſes, worthy Sir, 


doth not Dame Wiſdom recommend the 
molt 


— 
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moſt perfect ſang-froid ? allow me withal 
to tender one obſervation, which muſt ad- 


. 1 | 
miniſter relief, namely, that here was no 


premeditated deſign to ſue for a divorce z. 
by doing which, in obedience to the act, 
you ſhould be obliged to aver, aſſert, and de- 
clare, that the ſaid Bartholomew O' Driſhe- 


haughn did really and truly deprive you of 


all worldly comfort, But, luckily, ſuch 
infernal ſchemes have been kicked back to- 
their opaque abode, by that great expounder 
of the laws, and true believer, Lord T*.“ 
The curate, to his great mortification, was 
now interrupted by Timothy Wedgewell, 
who, in the ceremonious way of coachmen,, 
bellowed, that damn his eyes, and ſo forth, 


if his horſes could carry ourſelves, or the 


vehicle, an inch further. On this, as in- 


deed on moſt other occaſions, he ſaid the 
thing which was not: for by the aid of his 


redoubled execrations, they conveyed us to 


a neighbouring inn, where the proprietary 
condeſcended 
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condeſcended to greet us. But this was 
an effort in which the ſpirit had no ſhare; 
ſo he directly withdrew; but once more 
came forth to wiſh us a ſafe journey. In. 
deed, theſe were marks of attention, highly 
flattering from an Iriſh inn-keeper, whoſe 
head, in general, abounds more with pride, 
than does his pantry with fare. Having 
reſted ſomewhat better than we had done 
the preceding night, we ſet off betimes, and 
ſoon approached the capital. We received 
the higheſt gratification on viewing the 
caſcades, parks, villas, and variegated pro- 
ſpects, that make the environs of Dublin ſu- 
perior to moſt of thoſe I have galloped 
through in the courſe of my peregrinations, 
Nor did the regularity of the ſtreets, the 
elegance of the ſquares, or the magnificence 
of the public buildings ſeem to deſerve 
leſs admiration. So engrofſed was 1 
by theſe objects, that half the curate's ob. 
ſervations eſcaped me. Iremember, though, 

| that 
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| 


that he compared aj} this to our village: 


and Virgil's compariſon of — Sic parvis— 


of courſe occurred to him : then he made 
many rare obſervatigns on the duration of 
life, the mutability of all things human; 
which ill agreed with the nature and ſcope 
of our views. Ah! he obſerved, too true 


it is, that all is vanity ; "twas Solomon's 


opinion: and ſince theſe conſiderations con- 


veyed a tear into the eye ſluices of a tyrant, 
how ſhould they affect an Eccleſiaſtick ?— 
Here he was beginning to ſob, when the 
following reply of my father's extracted 
from the moraliſt a huge ſtare : © You aſk, 
Mr. Plodder, how ſhould it affect Eccle- 
ſiaſticks? why, really, I think ſomewhat 
more than doth the future conſideration of 
their families,” No breathing man could 
be leſs prone to hurt with his tongue, foot, 
or any other part, than my poor father ; yet 
the callous indifference of churchmen, in 
this particular, ever excited his indignation, 


But 
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But all comments on theſe new refleQiong 
ſtopped with the coach. We ſtepped into 
2 ſpacious hotel, complimenting each other 
on our ſafe arrival, and ready to devour 
whatever ſhould be laid before us. — When 
news came that the family trunk had been 
taken from behind the carriage: three of 
the party, need I particularize them? took 
the matter eaſy ; but how different were the 
feelings of the reſt ! rage, deſpair, and all 
thoſe paſſions which ever keep the heart of 
man, and of woman too, in jeopardy, now 
took poſſeſſion of theirs, and would have 
rent them, had not a good ſupper oppoſed 
its powerful influence. We ſlept but in- 
differently; and next morning but this 
deſerves 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. 


Our levee; a dit from Sir Cadwal- 
lader Pleadwell and his Lady ; their 
_ charadters. 


Tus next morning, I was going to 
tell you, we had a numerous levee, com- 
poſed of milliners, mantua-makers, tay- 
lors, hatters, ſhoe-makers, glovers, dyers, 
haberdaſners, &c. &c. &c. who, with as 
in- much humility as could have been expected 


his WJ at any levee, declared their deſire of re- 


pairing our loſs ; theſe, having received 
their mandates, were quickly replaced by 
upholſterers, and others, who were ordered 


to have the great houſe, which Sir Cadwal- 


zb. lader Pleadwell had taken for us in the 
Mall, immediately fitted up. Scarcely 


were: 
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were theſe gentlefolks down ſtairs, when 
others ſued for audience, What cauſe 
this empreſſment? Our diſcarded ſervants, 
J ſuppoſe, who had, every where, men. 
tioned the legacy with becoming amplifica. 
tion. The laſt viſitants, however, were 
obliged to wait, as Sir Cadwallader and 
his Lady were now announced, My father 00 
introduced them to us—nor ſhall you, my 

friend, be unacquainted with fo valuable, 

and conſequently ſo uncommon a pair. Ws 


Tux Knight was deſcended of an ancient WB 
family, never any otherwiſe low, than in WI" 
circumſtances. This conſideration, ſul- Wk 
tained by a noble ambition, and its atten- Wi 
dant, perſeverance ; without which, all W = 
attempts to excel muſt ever prove fruitleſs; WM 
entitled him to wade through difficulties,  * 
the leaſt of which would make one of 1s W* 
enthuſiaſm, ſtand ſtock ſtill. Gradually, i 
indeed, were the trammels of poverty re- WW 1 
moved; 
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moved ; but the generoſity of à kinſwoman, 
n conferring a few hundreds, and, what he 
nearly deemed as precious, her hand, upon 
bim; together with ſeaſonable preſents from 
my father ; and above all, the exertions of 
his pen, ſupported him till he was ſworn at 
the bar, from which period he diſtanced all 


competitors, 


As to his Lady, her innocent vanity was 
gratified, by his acquieſcing to receive a 
title—Gratirude overcome his reluctance. 
But her good nature predominated ; and 
in her fluency in deſcribing modes, was not 
ul. ſurpaſſed by his, in unravelling the moſt 
n- WW iatricate knots of law, or politics, She, 
all and my mother, you may be ſure, diſcuſſed 
; Very important ſubjects, while the Knight 
es, and my father took a ſurvey of old times, 
et and long indulged a flow of ſoul. This 
y, Intereſting ſcene (I mean intereſting to the 
e · ¶ parties concerned, for to you it might ſeem 


quits 
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quite otherwiſe) concluded with an invitz. 
tion to reſide at their houſe until ours ſhould 
be ready; but my mother poſitively refuſed 
even to approach the front windows till the 


drefles arrived; then, indeed, ſhe would 
do herſelf the honour of &c. &c. &c. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Charlotte's feelings and mine in uniſon. 


W HILE my mother's thoughts were 
thus rationally employed, I could not re- 
frain from obſerving, that Miſs Furlonge 
grew each day more and more attractive. 
Grief, which long had chilled her breaſt, 
was now on its progreſſion towards the ex- 
tremities, Her mind had leiſure to expand 
itſelf, and her lovely countenance, by re- 
taining the traces of ſorrow, rather en- 
creaſed than diminiſhed its faſcinating 
powers, During my mother's confine- 
ment, ſhe and I, not being over-ſcrupulous 
about our habiliment, would take frequent 
excurſions to the new gardens, in company 
with Pliant, O happy moments, how can 
I forget you! How diſſimilar was our be- 

haviour 
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haviour to that of the beaux and belles who 
at other times frequented theſe ſhady re- 
treats! We never ſighed, or ſtole a glance, 
but when Nature gave the hint—all deſign 
was out of the queſtion, - Indeed, I may 
ſay, that from the very commencement of 
our acquaintance we mutually felt ſenſations 
of which till then our little breaſts had 
nothing known. Gratitude, eſteem com- 
| paſſion, and other affections of * d, 
we had early experienced; but thoſe never, 
nor were we ever ſo charmed or ſo agitated 
as by what we now felt. But O whoever? 
you be, let me entreat you to ſpare you? 
ſelf the trouble of calling my diſcretion in 
queſtion—for know, that the ingenuous 
and tender Miſs Furlonge, did not, like 
other Miſſes, employ every little art to con- 
ceal her feelings, in order to- make her 
woer miſerable—no, ſhe ſcorned it—and 
expreſſed hers in looks and words, as far as 


was conſiſtent with the native modeſty of 
| her 
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her ſex. I ſought every opportunity to be 
alone with her, but was generally diſap- 
pointed, either by Quiver, the curate, or 
my own timidity from making declarations, 
which uſually coſt me no ſmall portion 
of the night in fraining and rehearſing — 
indeed Pliant was no obſtacle—for her va- 
nity ſtill out-weighed her curioſity 3 and that 
attention, which otherwiſe would have been 
levelled at us, was now chiefly employed 
in pulling out her p:cket-glaſs, r 


to the approach of any male 5 


E . CHAP. 
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My Parents fimplicity ; Plodder's miſtake ; 
my candour ; together with other tranſac. 
tions not leſs worthy of being recorded. 


Tur dreſſes being ready, we ſet out 
to dine at Sir Cad wallader's about the hour 
that our ſober anceſtor allotted for ſupper, 
My parents led the van, and were direct) 
announced; but hearing their names thus 
proclaimed in as loud a manner as the com- 
mon-crier could have done it, they eagerly 
anſwered—here—not knowing, or at leaſt 
not recollecting the ceremonial on ſuch oc- 
caſions. The company, however, had ſuc- 
ceeded in keeping their countenances, till 
Mr. Plodder ſtrided into the room, My 
pedagogue gaped about, and eſpying my 

Lady 
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Lady Pleadwell, darted towards her, as does 
a ſparrow-hawk at its innocent prey, claſped 
her in his iron talons, and bedawbed her 
with ſaliva and kiſſes. This loving em- 
brace was returned with a violent ſcream 
on the victim's fide, and the company were 
hurrying to interfere, when he aſked, with 
ſurpriſe, whether this was the return he 
ſhould have expected from his Couſin Bla- 
ber, whom he had whilom ſo materially 
ſerved in recommending - her to heaven, 
when ſhe had ſo little to hold by on earth? 
but Jeremiah was now begmning to reco- 
ver from his miſtake, and the ſuppoſed 
Miſs Blaber from her amazement—when 
my mother intermeddled. 
Lady, ſhe faid, *tis all my fault] ſhould 


have introduced Mr. Plodder, but my mil- 


lener, who affumed the arduous taſk of 
pointing out the various and ſuper-extraor- 
dinary revolutions that had taken effect 
—_ the boundaries of the beau-monde 
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Indeed, my 
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circle, ever ſince I had declined conſtituting 
a perfpi icuous member of i it, informed me, 
that it would be highly ridiclous to intro- 
duce a Curate, whom your qualty conſider 
in no better light than they do their domeſ. 
tic animals. Nay, continued ſhe, his pri. 
vileges are ſtill more circumſcribed, for the 
former may growl, and ſhew their teeth at 
ill uſage. But. Madam, I entertain”— 
Here the Curate, who had been ruminating 
for an apology, entered the liſts, and de- 
_ clared, that intenſe ſtudy having debilitated 
his viſion muſcles, the inevitable conſe- 
quence was, frequently to involve himſelf— 
to ſuch a degree, that he once took a laws 
yer for a pick- pocket, and a, doctor for 2 
{till leſs enviable character.“ But, 
madam, my Lady, I ſhould ſay, I moſt 


humbly and contritely crave your Lady- 


ſhip's pardon ; it was an involuntary flip, 
and God and the company ſurely know, 
that to ſuch we are all ſubject. Madam, 

it 
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it now behoves me then to elucidate this 
point, which has an immediate reference to 
you, my Lady. Having, as I already ſug- 


geſted, my Lady, an irreſiſtible tendency . 


to confound ſubſtances, owing to my un- 
wearied attention to the ſciences, I muſt 
own, that the modifications of matter ſeem- 
ed ſo little varied between ye (ſtill meaning 
your Ladyſhip and Couſin Blaber) that 
your denſity immediately reminded me of 
her.” My Lady did not perfectly under- 
ſtand the latter part—ſo much the better for 
him—as ſhe greatly prided in the niceneſs 
of her ſhape, It fared with Mr. Plodder as 
with thoſe who, to remove a pimple, prick 
it, but thereby increaſe the evil. The 
company and my father were, you may be 
ſure, very differently agitated ; mean time 
dinner appeared, and every other conſidera- 
tion, but that of indulging the daily viſitor, 
called Hunger, was laid aſide. However, 
ſuch as looked up from the dear object be- 
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fore them, remarked my mother's want of 
appetite z a remark which afforded her na 
ſmall pleafure. But my babbling over. 
turned all for no ſooner was fhe beginning 
to deſcant in the old way, and the company 
to ſympathize, than I exclaimed— Dear 
Mamma, I believe every cauſe but the true 
one has been aſſigned. Suppoſe your pre. 
ſent delicacy ſhould be owing to the cold 
gooſe which we diſpatched in a twinkling, 
ſome two or three hours ago.” The pour 
- woman coloured ; but her faltering tongue 
denied the charge, and Jeremiah's autho- 
rity was fo legibly engraved on my—what 
ſhall I call it? - At our return, that I was 
confirmed in the belief of the old adage, 
viz. that truth is not to be told at all times. 
In vain did my father intercede; in vain 
did he obſerve, that truth, heaven-born 
truth, which alone ſtamps intrinſical value 
on all other qualities, and without which 
a man baſely perverts his natural tendency, 

ſhould 
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frould more eſpecially be cheriſhed in 
youth, But to reſume, ſome incoherent "” 
ideas were now buzzed about—Hunger 
having reſigned her ſway to Satiety in every 
ventricle of digeſtion, except my peda- 
gogue's, whoſe faithful appetite was ſeldom 
appaled by a conflict with the moſt formida- 
ble joint—but anon, he experienced the 
fate of thoſe warriors whole ſpirit inclines 
them to keep the field, but whoſe bodily 
wearineſs forbids them further exertions ; 
the continued and rapid movement of his 
jaws had brought on an unwelcome lan- 
guor; really his inſatiableneſs cauſed merry- 
making folks to draw a ſimile between him 
and the Empreſs Meſſalina. However, a 
pauſe from hoſtilities now took place, and 
Jeremiah, with his uſual ſolemnity, conde- 
ſcended to ſay grace. The ladies had re- 
tired, and ſome grave converſation was 
going forward, when a Court Emiſſary, ſtill 
panting for breath, borrowed our friend's 

G 4 car, 


128 THE ADVENTURES 


ear, to aſſure him, that his Excellency the 
Vice-roy wiſhed to ſpeak with him. Having 
made ſuch an effort as politeneſs required, 
the Knight flew to that caſtle, which, from 
its attraction, ſeems to have in its compo. 
ſition ſome qualities of the magnet. Our 
friend began to hover round it as does 2 
moth about a candle; but though he after- 
wards ſinged his wings in the opinion of his 
enemies, they could never convince the 
public that he had debilitated himſelf from 
ſoaring, like ſome hapleſs inſects, ſuch as 
ee. Ke, 


[ 
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CHAP. VL 


Ne go to @ play; meet with an adventure, 
which cauſes a precipitate retreat. 


Tar Ladies had juft waſhed down their 
harmleſs converſation with tea and coffee, 
when a lackey brought word that the firſt 
act of the play was over. This being the. 
faſhionable, and of ccurſe the rational time 
for going, we ſet our, and the piece, as 
fate would have it, conveyed a ſatire ſo ap- 
plicable to us, that our friends muſt have 
been doubly entertained. Indeed, I could 
perceive by Lady Pleadwell's countenance 
and manner, that ſhe feared we might ſuſ- 
pect her of a deſign in bringing us thither : 
how ſoon though would her Ladyſhip's ap- 
PII have vaniſhed, had ſhe con- 
G 5 . ſidered, 
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ſidered, that, like others, we carried Our 
foibles as beggars do their young ;- nay, and 
perhaps equally cheriſhed them, notwith. 
ſtanding the heart-aches they often occa- 
ſioned. However, her Ladyſhip cheered 
up before the third act, as ſeveral officers 
and petit-maitres ſkipped in, to diſtribute 
their nothings in a very emphatic and voci. 


ferous manner: they ſtared my Charlotte 


quite out of countenance; nor was ] in- 
fenſible to ſuch impertinence ; in return | 
treated them to ſome very. tremendous 
glances, levelled with the greater indigna- 
tion, fince received with the moſt perſect 
compoſure. Was it not grievous to ke 
| fops meet with ſo gracious a reception? 
How differently treated was an honeſt 
*Squire, our neighbour, who trudged to 

_ town in order to ſettle ſome few cuſtodiums 
and illegits. His dreſs, or more probably his 
economy, had induced him to enquire his 
way to the middle gallery, from which be 
N fallied 

8 
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fallied with ſuch velocity, on his eſpying us 
in the boxes, that his good neighbours, as 
I afterwards could hear, thought him a lu- | 
natic. However, beaux, fruiterers, bun- 
ters, in ſhort, all ſuch as came within his vor- 
tex, experienced violent concuiſions. Nour 


was the Caſtle Emiſſary more breathleſs on 


his arrival. Finding ſome oppoſition, he 
forced the door ; and now, my triend, you 
may judge of our ſurpriſe, eſpecially when 


I inform you, that his greaſy red locks hung 


in diviſions, like a chandler's wick, along 
the wide extent of his brawny ſhoulders, 
and that his withered lantern jaws-were fre- 
quently. repleniſhed by the trickling hu- 
mours flowing with a ſtrong current from 
his blear eyes, or rather ehe, for he had 
but one, the other having been knocked 
out in a drunken fray, very fortunately, ſince 
it diminiſhed the number of his imperfec- 
tions; a.hump before and behind, entirely 
concealed that part which we may ſee fo 
G 6 often, 
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often, and ſo vainly ſqueezed at Tyburn, 
This queer moulded fabrick was crammed 
into a pair of jack-boots, that ſeemed to 
have drawn their extraction from Gaul; a 
ſhag breeches, once the colour of his hair, 
a green waiſtcoat, bedawbed with lace, a 
grey frize-jacket, and a round gold lace 
hat, compoſed his attire. Thus accoutred, 
he bounced in, ſeized my mother by the 
hand, ſhook it well; and after gazing at 
her moſt affectionately, exclaimed—* In 
troth, I'm ravuh'd to ſee you once more, 
my jewels and neighbours; but by my 
ſhoul, my dear Mrs. O'N ial, you, in par- 


ticular, is fo. tranſmografied, with your 


batches and yaſhes, and fat nots, that *twas 
impoſſible for me to know you at the firſt 
glimpſe, as one may ſay; but now that I'm 
full ſure tis your own dear fel that's in't“ 
Here he made an effort to enforce the old 
Iriſh falutation—but ſhe ſcreamed as loud 

as 
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as the lawyer's Lady had done on a pretty 
ſimilar occaſion, and full loud enough to 
draw general attention. Few, you may be 
{ure, refrained from laughter, on beholding 
ſuch a figure. Richard avaunt ! was echoed 
from all parts of the hog loft. The honeſt 
Squire was no leſs atoniſhed at his neigh- 
bour's acquired delicacy, which reached the 
higheſt key, on my mother's calling God 
and all the Saints to witneſs, that ſhe had 
never ſpoke with, or even ſeen the monſter 
before. But he was beginning to think 
himſelf faſcinated in good earneſt, and really 

vpon as good grounds as the ſteward Bar- 
tholomew, on finding my father, and. the 
reſt of us, likewiſe diſclaim his acquain- 
tance. But our conduct was partly excuſe- 
able, for my mother, you muſt know, gave 


the wink, and a non-conformity to her ſig- 


nals and opinions, would not, we might | 
well ſupole, meet with that ſhameful lenity 
diſplayed 
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diſplayed by a certain Court,. on a certain 
great occaſion, Seeing we diſowned him, 
the officers, to teſtify their zeal, and de. 
ſerve a dinner, kicked poor Mr. Phelim 
M*Carthy out of doors: how effeQually 
he retaliated ſhall appear in due. time, 
However, this fracas induced us to depart 


before the concluſion. of the farce, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIE 
A remarkable revolution in my motber's prins 
ciples; by what-occaſioned, 


I. was now the ſabbath, and prepara- 
tions were making for church, when, to 
our great aſtoniſnment, my lately pious 
mother refuſed to lead: no, not even 
Jeremiah's ſolicitations, could aught avail. 
And this falling off proceeded, as I could 
hear, from the following cauſe, which you 
muſt allow me to trace at large, as I wiſh 
not to imitate the ſhyneſs of ſome modern 
hiſtorians, who, like their friends the al- 
manack makers, relate facts, but diſdain 
accounting for them - 


* 


Mas. 
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Mas. Barbara Pliant had lately been 
at a route, given by Mademoiſelle de la 
Fumet, fille-de-chambre to the all-accom- 


pliſhed Lady Dauber, where, after the 


various ceremonies, aped from their ſu- 
periors, were over; during which, each 
gueſt aſſumed airs, and received reſpect, 
according. to his employer's fortune, not 
character; ſome genteel chit-chat (for fo 
the parties termed it) went about; chiefly 


indeed referring to their Lords, and Ladies 


foibtes, which produced many loud a'ha's. 
But Mademoiſelle and Pliant, having got 
liberal educations, the one being an Ab- 
bot's, the other a Curate's daughter, re- 
peatedly fignified their abhorrence of enter- 


ing into perſonalities, eſpecially as they 


could never percieve a ſingle blemiſh in 
their employer's; but as the current was 


not to be ſtemmed z they diſcreetly with- 
drew to a corner of the room, where many 


Jud: cious obſervations were made on men, 
and 
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and things; which I heartily regret the not 
being able to inſert, Among other topics, 
that moſt exploded of all others Piety, 
was introduced, and Mademoiſelle aſſured 
her companion that Apan her vard, no 
dam of qualitee, or fine ſhentlemen, in her 
cunny-dree, nou- a- days, have an idee of 
paying homage to any being, dat cand be 
filet, heard, or underſtood. En verite 


Mademoiſelle Barbara (continued ſhe) 4. 


vill conveſh dat dey be varmely nodding 
tovards La Piete, ven dey abroſh deir 
grave; or in oder vards deir grand Clima- 
kakatherique, as on calls id. —Climaka- 
katherique, replyed the other, accompany- 


ing her interruptions with a ſtare—Peut- 
etre, reſumed La Fumet, I don pronounch 


de vard righd, var many av your Angliſh 


vards are enove to, nous ecorcher la gorge z 


bud diz van mean, ven volks arrive to 
lage de ſixty dree,” At this part of the 
relation, my mother, it is ſaid, changed 
wet. colour : 
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colour: which, the ſagacious familiar ng 
ſooner perceived, than ſhe ſummoned to 
her aid, that ready handed wit, frequently 
one's beſt friend, as it anſwers your call in 
the moment of diſtreſs. Ah ! thank God, 
Mademoifelle, ſhe replyed, or rather, con- 
vinced my mother, fhe had. Thank God, 
that I have then a reaſonable expectation of 
long, very long enjoying my dear good miſ. 
treſſes patronage—but not to interrupt you, 
Mademoiſelle—“ Vel den, Miz Blyand, 1 
vas going to ajouter, dat nou, beeble 
zeem to go'daticin, and friſkin, and ſingin, 
to de veree cofin,” „Are you certain, 


_ ried my mother, with great earneſtneſ, 


that ſhe articulated them indentical words,” 
Really, and truly, anſwered Pliant, ſuch 
were her expreſſians; and as I knew how 
much they would intereft you, Madam, [ 
directly dre out my pencil, and engraved 

"them on that tablet, which, you know 
* 9 about me, for the ſole 


purpoſe 
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purpoſe of conveying to your peruſal, all 
ſuch matters as may concern you, or yours, 
Madam.“ It is well then, replyed my | 
mother, in common decency I cannot go 
- ſince the modes of that country directly 
ruſh into this, and are much more greedily 
adabted than if they had been recommended 
by the taſteleſs curate from the pulpit, 
You ſee, Pliant, that even religion is ſub- 
ſervent to faſhion; and why not? for in- 
deed it is my irrevocable opinion, that an 
infaſhionable wretch cannot, nor will not, 
be acceptable in this or any other world.” 
Well might my mother have ſaid on this, 
and indeed on every other occaſion, with 
more propriety, than her ſpouſe, once had 
done: that no circumſtance, or entreaty, 
could ſhake the firm purport of her mind. 
However, as ſhe was no enemy to religious. 
tolleration, we got leave to indulge our 
devout, and unfaſhionable propenſion. A 
due ſenſe of decorum, together with the 
Violent 
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violent thumping of the -pulpit-cuſhion, 
which emitted more duſt, than the Rey, 
Dr. Doze-all's head, did reaſon : prevented 
us from taking that nap, which his ſalutary 
potion ſeemed ſo peculiarly well calculated 
to inſpire, | 


— 
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'CH AP. VIII. 


The Eau aus aſſigned for a very uner- 


A. event. 


Ter L me, ingenious reader, have you 
not frequently admired the ſagacity of that 
male, or female, who firſt obſerved how 
precarious a tenure friendſhip is from a 
weak or capricious mind? Frequently, of 


late, was this obſervation muttered over by 
the Rev, Jeremy Plodder, who viſibly de- 


clined in my mother's favour; and- as I 
profeſs accounting for every thing advanced 
in this grave hiſtory, it will nor, 1 pre- 
ſume, be deemed impertinent to offer the 
following cauſes for ſo unexpected an event 
—an event big with weighty conſequences 
to me! and firſt, of the firſt, Since our 


grival, 
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arrival, the Curate had often remonſtrated 
with my mother on the life ſhe had, and 
Mill intended to lead. But ſpoke in the 
moſt over- bearing manner of che ruin which 
muſt attend the little ones, by their being 
allowed to purſue the ſame courſe. Theſe 
remonſtrances, coming from a man ſhe had 
been long accuſtomed to venerate, were, 
- by their frequent application, beginning to 
operate; when Mrs. Jew-gaw, the mil- 
lener, conſiderably weakened her faith in 
him, by means more artful than excuſe- 
able: what were they? Need I inform 
you—nor of the reception of. his future 
expoſtulations. In truth, had he been that 
' wiſe man which he ſincerely fancied himſelf 
to be, he would have conſidered, that it 


ſeldom avails to combat one's ruling paſ- 


ion. But how difficult to convince us; 
becauſe, how diſtreſſing to ſuppoſe that we 
have loſt an influence once attained. Had 
Jeremiah 0 his eyes to this con. 

* 


* 1 88 „ „ — - ——_— a 1 


or A MINOR: + 143 


ſideration, he would either have glided 
down with the current, or have trotted 
down to his curacy: but even that very 
day, after prayers, he widened the breach, 

by declaiming againſt the card party which 
my mother intended aſſembling for that 
night. Was this fictitious zeal ? I believe 
not; for by all I could ever hear and ob- 
ſerve, there were few better Chriſtians 
ſince, indeed, he held the maxims of our 
Holy- mother in the greateſt veneration— 
where they claſhed not with his favourite 
purſuits. 
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4 Rout. 


Go cncirt' had theſe domeſtic j Jars 
ſomewhat ſubſided, and the chiming of 
Time's com panion announced eight, or nine, 
| really forget which ; when the patient 
pavement of the mall was almoſt turn- 
ed topſy-turvyy by the number of four- 
footed animals, that conveyed two legged 
ones to our Sunday Rout. Lady Pleadwell 
came, and even Sir Cadwallader, for the 
firlt time, condeſcended to grace ſuch a 
meeting. Lady Maſk, Lady Lamb, Mrs. 
Clacker, Miſs Grizzle, and ſeveral other 
late importations from the country, made 
their entry ſidewiſe, for the magnitude of 


their oblong machines, originally fabri- 


cated, 


cated, as great philoſophers have ſurmiſed, 


prevented them from advancing like men : 
but I ſoon perceived, that on moſt other 
occaſions, a Lady of the ton could do as 


hibited as much expertnels as menage- 
horſes; and were uſhered in by their inti- 
mates, Sir Harry Ruſſet, Sir Balderdaſh 
Bravo, Mr. St. Leger, Mr. Simper, &c. 


card-tables were immediately clothed in 
green, and the powerful reſource of modern 


that a vacuity of ideas was beginning to 


muſcles. My father and the Knight 
had entered upon ſome rational topicks, 
when the inceſſant cry of what's trumps ? 
'Tis your deal. No, no, *tis mine. Who 


renounced I ſhall play alone. She threw 


Vor. I. 1K your 
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for the ſole purpoſe of repelling invaſions, 


they do; even in this evolution, they ex- 


Kc. The uſual compliments over, ſeveral 


= 
—— — 


times was propoſed, at the critical moment 


cauſe a monſtrous extenſion of the yawning 


up.—Ladies and Gentlemen, down with 
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your caſh—and ſo forth together with the 
exclamations of the winners, and the exe- 
crations of the loſers :—Yes, this compli- 
cated clamour, I would ſay, made moſt of 
their ſounds diſſolve in air, before they 
could perform the neceſſary percuſſion on 
the ear-drums :—But to theſe ſucceeded 
others, ſo truly diſcordant, that ſome ima- 
gined à Scotch piper had intruded, and the 
company was highly entertained, on per- 
ceiving that the ſaid ſounds originated with 
my father and the lawyer, and had taken 
their direction through the tubes of their 
long winded noſes, My mother, however, 
who had been hitherto employed in form- 
ing parties, ſoon eſpyed their ſituation, and 
ſo mauled one of the muſical inſtruments, 
that the duò inſtantly ceaſed, My father's 
bellowing rouſed the Knight, who now 
reluctantly complied in making a fourth at 
whiſt, He and Miſs Grizzle were pitted 
againſt my parents, Indeed, the lawyer's 
| partner 
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partner could offer a good plea for ſuing 
him at the bar of decorum, for he talked to 
himſelf, frequently renounced, and ſeldom 
returned her lead. A complicated ſuit, 
engroſſed his attention to ſuch a degree, 
that, in his imaginary pleading, he once 
overturned the tapers : nor was ſhe leſs per- 


plexed by my mother, whoſe unceaſing 


queſtions, dealt out to the right and left, 
all concerning. la mode, diffuſed general 
embarraſſment: nor did my father eſcape. 
The poor man was ſeverely chided for not 
imitating: her decorum and ſilence. Now, 
whilſt all parties were thus ſeriouſly en- 
gaged, the little ones, you muſt know, 
enjoyed the higheſt bliſs, allowed to ſub- 
lunary beings—that of interchanging their 


unſullied looks and thoughts; which, how- 


ever, were now and then mterrupted by 
the impertinent curioſity and kering ways 
of certain witlings. 
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CHAP. X. 


A ane 


Wh this period we revelled inceſ- 
ſantly; all diſcourſe was diſcountenanced 
that had not an immediate, or remote ten- 
dency to elucidate the uſual beau monde 
topicks. Nay, my mother would fre- 
quently oblige her dear ſpouſe to eſcort 


her—a circumſtance © that was counter— 


balanced by Sir Cadwallader's introducing 
him to the lawyer's ſociety, which, indeed, 
is the moſt rational one here. In truth, 
the good man was every where a welcome 
gueſt, for his obſervations were generally 
a: pro- pos, and his heart was ſo- warmed 
with the milk of human kindneſs, that 
moſt people ambitioned to be engraved on 
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it. But as to Plodder, his ſelf-ſufficiency, 


affected gravity, proneneſs to argumenta- 


tion, and obſtinacy in maintaining his 


point, made him altogether neglected, un- 
leſs, indeed, when ſome witling thought 
proper to divert himſelf and the company 
at his expence. The ſpleen, therefore, 
quickly approached, and environed him 
with clouds of diſcontent. The deluded 
man viewed the follies and vices of life, or 


rather ſuch as he was pleaſed ſo to ſtile, as 


if it were through a microſcope; in theſe 
moments, he would even aſſert, and con- 
firm his aſſertion with ſomething like an 
oath z that we little ones had acquired that 
pertneſs, which uſually attends too early an 
introduction into life. Was this true, 
Charlottee ? However, juſt as our peda- 
gogue had undertaken to explain, or rather 
to increaſe the opacity, about a very opaque 
ancient, who, in his opinion, deſcrved the 
1 of Virgil, or Horace—juſt at this mo- 
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ment it was, that my mother, whole ideas, 
concerning education, had likewiſe con- 
formed to the ton, ſignified her ſovereign 
will, that we ſhould prepare for the maſque- 
rade. Conſiderable ſums were expended: 
and ſhe would abſolutely aſſume the cha- 
racer of Venus, though her lameneſs and 
tremour were inſinuated, as unſurmount- 
able obſtacles. But all in vain—for ſhe 
recollected to have heard the Curate affirm, 
that Venus, in her ſtruggle with ſomebody, 
had met witk ſome ſuch miſhap. It was 
not, I fear, unuſual with her to take peo- 
ple's meaning by the wrong end; but where 
was the harm of it on the preſent occaſion ? 
This difficulty ſmoothed, her anxious mind 
condeſcended to make us the objects of its 
contemplation. Miſs Furlonge was to per- 
ſonate Cupid, and I one of the Graces, 
Pliant, Quiver, and my father, were in- 
_ diſpoſed; ſo that the Goddeſs's ſuit was 
likely to be imperfect, Neither my ſiſters, 

Hymen, 
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Hymen, nor the horæ, or hours, hitherto 
her uſual attendants, could be procured for 


love or money—indeed, it was generally 


ſurmiſed, they had croſſed the Atlantic. 


But whatever chagrin this obſtruction 


might have occaſioned, was ſoon removed 
by Sir Harry's obſerving, that as now-a- 
days, the moſt conſpicuous ſub-lunary Be- 
ings deſpiſed numerous retinues; it would, 
without doubt, be more becoming in im- 
mortals, when they vouchſafe to viſit this 
nether world, to imitate them, in this caſe, 
as they are ſaid to have frequently done, in 


Others, of a leſs excuſeable nature. 


Previous to the maſquerade, we ſet 
out, as the cuſtom is, to viſit ſuch families 
as had prepared matters for the reception of 
maſks. But the gaping mob, who gene- 
rally aſſemble on theſe occaſions, to ſhew 


their aſtoniſhment, and to riot, demanding 


to ſee our dreſſes, and receiving no anſwer, 
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as they applied to my mother's deaf ſite, 
inſtantly attacked our vehicle, which ſoon 
was eaſed of its burden. Having pleaded 
ignorance, we obtained a favourable de. 
cree : but, notwithſtanding the juſt horror 
Hiberniaus are ſaid to feel, on beholding 
any, the leaſt violation, offered to their 
darling Goddeſs—notwithſtanding this, I 
ſay, my - miſtreſs found herſelf bereft cf 
ſome of her moſt precious ornaments. 
However, we cheered up, changed our 
courſe, and got to the maſquerade about 
twelve—and let me tell you, were, at firſt, 
ſumewhat diſmayed, on obſerving the vici- 
nity of ſairies, devils, monſters, &c. &c, 
&c. The natural tone of my mother's 
voice, made any diſguiſe unneceſſary : a 
feigned one, ſomewhat reſembling he's, 


now accoſted us—'twas B-——'s, the fiend, 
immediately afterwards eſpied the S——n 


P—-—e, towards whom he darted ; a cor- 


dial embrace enſucd—yet, 'twas tranſient, 
for, 
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for, it a certain E 's approach, they 
ſkulkd away, and ſent forth yells and horrid 
Imprecations. At their heels advanced a 
pair, whoſe coalition ' cauſed no leſs ſur- 
priſe— the precedent, having never be- 
dawbed each other with greater acrimony. 
But every eye was now directed towards 
vs—Cupid, being blind, was partly excuſed 
accompanying a counterfeit : but, poor 

me, the Holitary Grace, was jeeringly 
queſtioned,” concerning this limping, and 
ſhaking, and coughing, and fitting, in 

my miſtreſs—and whether this transfigura- 


tion happened in our paſſage from Cythera, 


or Delos, or Cyprus, or—here I inter- 
fered, and with my native ſimplicity, aſ- 
ſured the wags, that, as for our parts, we 
only came from the Mall—and, that, alas! 4 
I would have proceeded, had not their im- 
moderate laughter interrupted me. The 
Godqeſs ſtormed upon which ſomebody 
exchimed—Tantei? animis  celefltibus ire: 
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But her increaſing rage not allowing her to 
give vent, ſhe vaniſhed with all the nimble. 
neſs of an immortal—loſt and bewildered 
in the fruitleſs ſearch, our foot-ſteps traced 
her's in vain. Thus compelled. to reſign 
the chaſe, we ſtrolled about, and might 
have obſerved characters here, as. in real 
life, prepoſterouſly aſſumed. At length, 
feeling myſelf quite weary, I requeſted of 
Cupid: to return, and. the God complied. 
As we paſſed along, ſeveral curious quel- 
tions and propoſals were howlæd into our 
ears. But nothing confounded. us ſo much 
as the want of chairs; nevertheleſs, pre- 
fuming that Venus had already vaniſhed, 
we reſolved to run it, even without con- 
roy; got forward, and were taken, in 
compaſſion, though by a poor ſhivering 
watchman, who: bleſſed and croſſed himſelf 
ſeverał times befgre he ſeized us, not know- 
ing, from our appearance, whether we 
brought airs from heaven, or blaſts from 

8 | 5145 hell. 


SS a &Q « © 


Wa Y* <=” 


'OF A MINOR, 155 


hell, He conveyed his hapleſs feizure to a 
ground apartment ; blazed the few faggots 
he could command; offered us a luncheon ;. 
alked us, in the kindlieſt manner, the cauſe 
of our miſhap: and without waiting a 
reply, informed us, that we ſhould bleſs. 
our ſtars for having got into his hands; for, 
a-lack-a-day ! he ſaid, ſome of my bre- 
thren are mere devils. One may compare 
them, my jewels, to thoſe Janiſſaries, againſt 
whom I formerly fought, becauſe why, they 
often cruſh: thoſe they are paid to ꝑrotect. 
But to. ſhew you this is not. a general rule, 
J will now obey. your wiſhes, my good: 
children, which- muſt be to get home. 
With: that he expanded his ſurtout, placed 
us on either ſide of him, as-a hen doth her 
young. On our arrival he wiſhed. us good 
morning; but I. with one hand took him. 
by the ſleeve, while the other was buſy in 
ſearch for a pledge of gratitude—it was 
not there=which, when underſtood by the- 
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heart, a meſſenger was directly diſpatched 
to the face, that overſpread it with a Tyrian 
die. He eaſily perceived my emotions. 0 
my good little girl, he ſaid, you have al- 
ready, without your knowledge, amply 
repaid me. May God grant you, and that 
beautiful boy, your companion, who, I ſce, 
labours under the ſame emotions with you; 
may God grant you, 1 ſay, thoſe happy 
days, which to me he has denied, but r9 
doubt, for good reaſons; yes, I've been a 
miſerable ſinner. Here he remained ſilent, 
While ſome tears, involuntary tears, ſtole 
down, and preſſing our hands, he ſaid, 
« farewell!” His manner quite overcame 
me, and I ſhould have forgot to rap, had 
not Cupid rouzed me. No ſooner was the 
door half open, than our ſituation made 
the ſervant ſcreak ; this awoke my father, 
who ran down in his ſhirt, half a ſleep; 
and who was doubly furpriſcd, on finding 
we could giye no account of his deareſt 
ö life. 
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life, He built up a hundred ſurmiſes in a 
trice, and deſtroyed them as ſoon. At laſt, 
however, he was obliged to imitate thoſe 
who rationally argue about the nature of 
God, of good and evil, and fo forth, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XI. 


The conſequences of it. 


Now whilſt the good man was allowing 
the futility of forming vague ſurmiſes, the 
dear object of his. cogitations arrived; but 
in a moſt piteous plight indeed. Never 
did Goddeſs ſkip from a hackney · coach in 
more tatterd: raiments; perhaps I ſhould 
have ſpoke in the ſingular number, for of 
all her ſplendid apparel not a. wrack re- 
mained. behind,. nay nor before, - ſave her 
flannel. dicky, which, you: will allow, was. 
now truly precious z. even. her | arrogance 
partly diſappeared, a circumſtance,” which. 
affords me an opportunity. of proffering an. 
excellent obſer vation viz. that misfortunes 
are the. moſt — ſweeteners. of the 

1 mind;. 


* 


or A MINOR. 1759 


mind. After having complied with Mrs. 
Barbara's requeſt of accommodating herſelf 
with cordials, and a warm drefs, ſhe pro- 
ceeded, in faltering accents, to feed our 
curioſity. © Directly after I had vaniſhed 
from my ſhuit, ſhe ſaid, an Adonis purſued 
me, and addreſſed me in much warmer 
language than my prototripe was accuſ- 
tomed to receive from his: this juſt tribute 
I received with pleaſure, heightened by the 
conſideration that nothing could be more 
mortifying to a woman of faſhion than to. 
return from a maſquerade without an in- 
trigue; at leaſt, ſuch. was the intelligence 
conveyed to. Pliant by Mademoiſelle de la 
Fumet: which indeed was afterwards con- 
firmd by my Lady Dauber herſelf. Now 
being ignorant as. to the nature of the 
privileges granted under that word, I was, 
let me tell you, much puzzled how to act, 
but judged l muſt ſeem to melt like a lump 
of ice at the warmneſs of his expreſſions, 
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and the multiplicity of his ſighs; but ſoon 
entertaining doubts of the uprightneſs of bis 
intentions, I told him he ſhould only enjoy 
the pleaſures of the mind; and that however 
ſome modern otters might have ridiculed 
the idea of ſuch an enjoyment, between 
perſons of different ſexes, free from all ideas 
of contamnating it with others, of a 
graveling, and vile nature, ſtill the matter 
was well proved by a fuperabundancy ef 
ancients, fuch as Plattoo, and others«-(for 
ſuch extenſive knowledge I have to thank 
you, Mr. Plodder) this manifeſto gave him 
an opportunity of expatiating upon his 
honourable intentions—O the villain of 
villains! which he ſo dwellr on, that 
prepared to depart— which, he perceiving, 
aſked, and obtained the permiſſion of eſ- 
corting me, the more willingly as he aſſured 
me, there were many robberies effected at 
that late hour. "Frequently T claimed that 
we mult have loſt our way, but ke'gave the 

ſtrongeſt 
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ſtrongeſt aſſurances to the contray, and im- 
mediately after made ſigns to the chairmen 


to hurry me into a lane: here I was taken 


out, and forced up a vile ſtair- caſe, that led 
to a viler apartmemt. I no longer doubted 
of my fate, eſpecially on finding myſelf ſur- 
rounded by ſeveral fellows, who diſplayed 
in their looks every thing that was loath- 
ſome. I ſoon fainted, and was rapidly un- 
dreſſed, though not with the benevolent 


view of reviving me. For ſoon as I opened 
my eyes,— O Heavens! How can I endure 


the idea of it, one of the ruffians held a 
drawn dagger to my breaſt, and ſaid, that 
his humanity prevented him from diſ—- 


patching me all at once, but that he muſt 


not extend it too far, ſince, if allowed to 
live, I might diſcover. The vile Adonis 
then ſtepped forth, and told me, with a look, 
and voice, quite altered, that I muſt conſider 
this as my laſt hourz which he would adviſe 
me to employ in reconciling my ſoul to God, 

as 
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as he ſuppoſed J had a large reckoning w 
ſettle. This ſentence overwhelmed me; 
however, I muſtered ſufficient ſtrength to 
get on my knees, and ſay,—O! If ever the 
voice of pity was known to you, O ſpare q 
wretch, who folemnly ſwears by all that iz 
juſt, and facred”—* juſt, and ſacred, 
cried they, alternately ſtaring at each other, 


and at me, with | looks of wonderful 


deriſion: come, come, my good damſel, 
{for ſo they thought me) we may be purſued, 
here goes” —juſt as the dagger was raiſed, 
a noiſe. was heard below, which cauſed a 
ſuſpenſion of their diabolical deſign. They 


liſtened, peeped, changed colour, ſhuddered 


and ſeemed quite diſtracted on its redoubling. 


In this interim, the fear of death made me 


adapt the reſolution of climbing up the 
chimney—but their conſternation allowed 
them no artifice; for a parry of Collegians, 
who, it ſeems had been indulging them- 
- flves in their nocturnal rambles, over- 
hearing 
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hearing my accents, ruſhed up, and ſeized 
them all, except the Adonis, who, O the 
liſembling ſcoundrel! flipped off with the 
booty. Yes, alas | too true it is, that all 
my ſplendid, and coftly attire, all my 
precious ſtones, Mr, O*Nial, are gone, 
d, sone for ever. Hi! ho!——but the 
r, WH -gacy ſtill remains, ſo do 1 myſelf, 
ul to what purpoſe then ſhould I grieve, 
|, WT But return—my conſternation, and 
d, ¶ perambulation not yet allowing me to 
d, Wl diſtinguiſh friends, from foes, kept ſnug, 
a {WH vntil one of the lads ſent his bludgeon up 
in queſt of more game, as he called it; 
d WW this machine accoſted me with ſo rude a 

7, WH nſation,” that I ſcreamed :: upon which 
e WW! vas hauled down by the legs, and O 
ge Heavens! Mr, O' Nial was actually on 
de point of experiencing the uſual treatment 
„ or conſolation, adminiſtered by theſe folks 
- to diſtreſſed damſels, when Sir Cadwallader's 
lon with diſſiculty reconoutred me, and after 


hearing 
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hearing my adventure, called a coach, and 
accompanied me to that home, which ! 
never expected to behold”'—* We all 
glorified the Lord, and retired, 
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CHAP. XII. 


dome additional cauſes offered for the Curate's 
loſs of power; an unexpected determination 
concerning me; the Curate's conduct and 
retreat, 2 | | 


Thrrt is a certain ſhrewd obſerva- 
tion, which would now come pat in, and 
which, therefore, I ſhall borrow from 
ſome of my brethren : nay, gentlemen, 
don't growl, as 'I ſquare my conduct by 
yours—are you not reduced to the alterna- 
tive of excuſing ſuch larceny, or of con- 
demning yourſelves ? A thouſand thanks 
for that gracious nod; encouraged by it, I 
ſhall proceed to obſerve, that when people 
are nearly reſolved on a ſcheme," the leaſt ' 
circumſtance will ſerve to weigh down the 
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ſcale in its favour, Thus it now happenel 
with my mother, who, ſince her indifference 
to Jeremiah, harboured a notion of ranking 
me a Collegian, which notion was confirm. 
ed by the recent exertions of the afore. 
named worthy lads in her behalf; doubt. 
leſs a woman of her wiſdom was not with. 
out ſome other reaſons for her determina. 
tion. One of theſe, I conjecture, was, the 
entreaties of Pliant, who, by her high ſea 
ſoned flattery, and extreme patience under 
rebuffs, had obtained a powerful aſcendency 
over her mind, and who had long conceived 
no ſmall averſion to the Curate; an aver- 
fion that derived not its origin from any 
injury he had ever done her; no, I ſhould 
rather ſuppoſe it ſprung from her conſciouſ- 
neſs that he was acquainted with ſome of 
her faux- pas; and this conſideration, very 
naturally, led her to wiſh the removal of 
a man, whoſe preſence ever inſpired her 
with painful ſenſations, Of the many tales 
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buzzed about, that which wore he ſtrongeſt 
colour of probability was, that he, the faid 
Curate, had turprifed her in a poſture 
ſomewhat uncanenical, wi h- with whom, 
or with what—aye, that is the queſtion 
which you, O! my benevolent rea er, will 
doubtleſs reſolve, much io the poor mai- 
den's honour. Others real y imported, 
that he himlelf, after rejecting ſome ho- 
nourable advances made by her ; had like- 
wiſe refuſed others of a leſs cumberſome 
nature, which forbearance he accompanied 
with excellent moral ſtrictures. But as our 
Curate's diſcretion was not one of his leaſt 
eminent virtues, and as his zeal quickened, 
perhaps, by political, as well as moral mo- 
tives, to huſh theſe reports in particular, 
was ſo great, that he ever ſhook his head, 
bit his lips, and aſſumed grave airs, at any 
direct offer to fiſh up his ſecret, which, 
upon no account, would divulge, further 
than by ſome few ſhrugs, and hints, and 

innuendoes, 
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innuendoes, to thoſe undeſigning folks that 


commended his diſcretion. This being 
really the caſe, would it not be unreaſonable 
in you to expect that I ſhould diſpel the 
opacity, with which theſe tranſactions are 
enveloped. | Let us proceed to ſuch as 
require no comment. After my deſtination 
had been fixed upon in the efficient cabinet, 
where my mother and her cronies preſided, 
an oſtenſible one was ſummoned, and—can 
you believe it, my poor father, who was 
moſt intereſted in this affair was-not allowed 
to give any opinion. The majority having 
diſcovered my mother's inclinations, paſſively 
gave into them; ſome few indeed altogether 
condemed the meaſures, and Sir Cad- 
wallader requeſted that ſhe would not enter 
me a fellow-commoner at leaſt, as pride 
and diſſipation would then become my 
conſtant attendance: yet ſhe inclined to 
this laſt, as more becoming the. dignity ot 
her boy. And be it known, ro all whom it 
may 
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may concern, that it was in the fifteenth 
year of my age, and on Wedneſday, the 
firſt day of April, Anno Domini,“ , that 
entered the college, commonly called 
Trinity, accompanied by the mortified 
jeremiah Plodder, and my father; not to 
ſaunter about the park, or to View the cu- 
riofities—no—no ; but to feaſt on the 
cream of the ſciences; and thanks to my 
pedagogue, let me tell you, entre-nous, 
that my ſucceſs in paſſing unreproved was 
partly owing to my friend, the Knight's 
ſon, who kept within nudging diſtance, 
and partly to the examiner's being a diſtant 
relation of ours, which kindly induced him 
to mark the paſſages I was to tranſlate, 
After this judgment, which to many ap- 
pears as tremendous as if it were the laſt, 
my deliverer, Dr. Second-ſight, invited us, 
among ſeveral others, to breakfaſt ; vari- 
ous ſubjeQs relating to the times were can- 
vaſſed, with gaiety and eaſe, which ſur- 

Vor. I. I priſed 
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priſed me, who imagined that the ſaid Doc. 
tor and his brethren were the genuine 
prototypes of my pedagogue ; hitherto this 
great man remained enveloped in his im- 
portance, and only ſtarted from his reverie 
to obſerve, that he never was ſo long in the 
company of the literati, without perceiving 
the ſluice of the ſciences drawn up, in order 
to let them flow in their natural channels, 
„ But, Sirs (continued he, while one 
M*Buſkin, a relation of his, gazed at him 
with a degree of reverence and admiration, 
that made it the more difficult for the be- 
holders to refrain from laughter) Sirs, I 
ſay, be aſſured that, maugre the irre- 
parable loſs of my productions, a loſs, that 
in my humble opinion will be felt, and re- 
membered, and regretted, as long as grals 
grows. Yes, verily, tnaugre this miſhap, I 
could ſtill unfold many diſcoveries, as curious 
as they are important, for example, I could 


tell at what diſtance Ar ſet the Roman feet 
in 


* 
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in a blaze —beſides, a thouſand other 
matters, conſcerning your Plato's your 
Zeno's, your Pyrrho's, your Cato's, your 
Cicero's, your Pythagoras's, your 
Archytas's, your Speulippus's,—cum 
multis aliis. And vanity apart, methinks 
I could take upon myſelf to point out ſome 
blunders which Sir Iſaac has made in his 
ſolar ſyſtems”—** Solar ſyſtem, (exclaimed 
a corpulent double-chin'd doctor, they 
called him Pompoſo) Solar ſyſtem Sir, 
truly, good Sir, I always underſtood that the 
immortal Newton reprobated all ſyſtems” 
« Well, well, replyed he, with much 
confuſion, and ſeeming to heſitate whether 
he ſhould now adhere to the uſual tenor 
of his character; it would-be dogmatical 
big Sir, to diſpute about trifles: in ſhort, 
great and mighty Mr. Pompoſo, I give 
up the point, and why do I give it up? 
certes, becauſe your late rare hiſtory has 
conferred ſo large a portion of ponderoſity 
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on your opinions, that by claſhing with 
them, I ſhould feel myſelf in a twinkling, 
over- powered.“ My late hiſtory, Sir, 
returned the plump doctor, with much 


indignation portrayed on his viſage, which 
| conveyed no bad ſemblance. of the ſun, 
when ſetting on a froſty evening, I would 


have you to know, bright Sir, that is to 


ſay, incaſe a being, who was refuſed his 


degrees can aught conceive, that the hiſtory 
in queſtion is not ſo very rare—it has made 
its way, poor dear child, unprotected as it 


was, and merely from its candour, into every 


receſs.” . True, true, replied the other, 


with a half ſneer; it ever dwells in receſſes 


and as for degrees, venerable Sir, the 
world will eaſily imagine that where certain 
folks preſided, none could have reaſonably 
expected honours but thoſe who could boaſt 


of fat contended ignorance. And I flatter 


myſelf” —** Yes, truly, interrupted the 
other, who now foamed inwardly, and out- 
h | ward)y, 


OF A MINOR, 173 


wardly: you do indeed flatter yourſelf, and 
much more than doth become a church- 
man, eſpecially a curate. Were it not for 

your cloath, but no matter; codtempt, as 1 
have obſerved in ſome of my moral pro- 
ductions, dulls the edge of every weapon. 
Were it not for theſe cogent reaſons I. 
would“ You would, what would you” — 
« Nay then, returned Pompoſo, I would 
effectually remined you of a ſcripture text, 
which from your arrogance, you ſeem to 
have forgot, viz.—that thoſe who exalteth 
themſelves, ſhall be humbled;” *<*+ What, 
what, what, cried the outragious Plodder, 
can I pocket ſuch infolence—impolible— 
the prophet Jeremiah, after whom I was 
named, could not have borne it; fine excuſes: 
for not proceeding to extremities, my 
vocation indeed, did the cloath conceal 
the courage of parſon Bruin or of parſon 
Beatall, or of twenty ſuch. And as for con- 


tempt—ha!. ha! ha! extremely good upon 


13 my 
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my faith, yet I muſt ſurmiſe that even 
without the intervention of this quality, 
your weapons were ſufficiently dulled. Ha! 
ha! ha!—humph ! methinks, I have dif. 
covered the ſource of your confidence, yes, 
yes, it all ſprung, did it not from my 
ſtature, but you, Mr. O*Nial, can teſtify how 
greatly folks may be deceived by appearance, 
and gentlemen, I am free to declare, ard 
It is the reſult of the niceſt calculation, that 
my ſize exactly correſponds with that of 
moſt heros—ſuch as Moſes, Maccabeus, 
Alexander, Tideus, B-—n, St. Jeremy, 
St. B——w, St. 2. -Here he was in- 
terrupted by a general roar, even his bloat- 
ed antagoniſt, who now thought it high 


time to reſume his dignity, joined chorus, 


and that with as good a grace as could have 
been expected from one, whoſe {elt-love 
had received ſo rude a ſhock ; this ſuppoſed 
victory redoubled the curate's ardour, and 

with much affected compoſure he thus 
| pro- 
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proceeded —** Previous, Sirs, to the inter- 
ruption, was 1 not obſerving ſomewhat 
concerning the movements of Venus, but 
allow me a quick tranſition, as ſome of the 
company have no . reliſh for ſyſtems. 
Then, and for theſe reaſons, Sirs, I ſhall 
proceed to inform you, that'? Here he 
took an excurſion into the wide extended 
feld of literature, and drove on at ſuch a 
rate, that, O ſhame! I muſt even ſpeak 
in the language of your news-paper editors, 


who, when a Patriot ſtarts, and runs a 


head in his red-hot zeal for his dear 
country's cauſe, declare themſelves entirely 
inadequate to keep pace with him. Was 
I to attempt trailing our declaimer, I 


might unwillingly imitate the aforeſaid 
babblers, who frequently either out run the 


ſcent, or take a wrong one. But I can ſpeak 
more poſſitively of his peroration—it ran 
thus—and now gentlemen, though LI 
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muſt allow, that however ſlender the merit 
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- of the ancients may be, it ſtill ſurpaſſes a5 
of the moderns, whoſe chief heros are either 
plagiariſts, or tranſlators, though 1 mult 
allow this, I muſt nevertheleſs exclaim, at 
the privation of taſte in both, in as much as 
they have frequently leveled their paltry 
artillery at authors, who from the malice of 
the former, and the vitiated palate of thele 
times, are ſerved up! at à very few tables, 
Verily to theſe very authors, )neyertheleſs, 
do my affections chiefly gravitate. Their 
delicacy prevents them from ravaging their 
neighbours territories, hy which condud 
they might, nay they certainly ſhould, in- 
cur a ſpiritual premunire. What do I fa) 
certes their towering ſouls even ſpurn at the 


idea of being dependents upon dame Nature 


herſelf: they nobly ſpin out their webs from 
the uncommon texture of their own peri- 
craniums. One inſuperable argument, Sirs, 
of their ſuperior tranſcendency is, that 
though they have experienced as many 
7 | per- 
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perſecutions as our holy mother, they (till 
ſurvive in our days, and, with the Lord's 
aid, will, like her, florifh in centuries yet 
unborn. from the ſpacious womb of Time. 
He now modeſtly pauſed, to afford the 
company an opportunity of teſtifying their 


admiration, and after ſeveral hems, proceded 


—*« As for my own part, gentlemen, you 
muſt know, that ſince I left this abode of 


the ſciences, to ſeek for alien knowledge, 


J have been inceſſantly employed in emit- 


ting ſuch rays, as I flatter myſelf, bave, in 


all mens eyes, made me conſpicuous. 
Mark though, my rays had not the effe& 
of a coup de ſolielſ—no—no—they affected 


not the head, not they indeed. They were. 
the envoy3 that diſperſed _ any 


clouds, condenſed by the paws.” 


Henk the conſtrained audience could no- 
longer refrain from peals of laughter, 
which the exulting Jeremiah would perhaps 
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have taken for plaudits, had not my father 
whiſpered him to remove from the excek 
of ridicule he had incurred—this admoni. 
tion met with a fevere rebuke: to ſay the 
truth, he inveighed at his adviſer, in terms 
that ſcripture at leaſt - had never recom- 
mended. * What, (ſaid he, among other 
things) ſhall a country bumpkin, de. 
ſcended from human butchers, and igno- 
ramus's, preſume to dictate to one, whoſe 
anceſtors, from the era of the deluge, and 
peradventure,. from before it, were ſchool- 
maſters and oracles in the circumjacent coun- 
try.“ Having ſomewhat eaſed himſelf by 

this ejaculation, he gazed at me with an air 
of compaſſion, and thus exclaimed—* Ah! 
hapleſs youth, how hard, how peculiarly 


hard is thy fate—led forth to the ſacrifice, 


at the moment that my exertions, ſimilar to 
a a hot-houſe, were ripening before the uſual 
ſeaſon, thoſe fruits of genius, which bud- 
_ ded on thy beautious, and promiſing trunk, 
poor 


a, A It, cm ok Þ» 


OF A MINOR: 179 
—poor dear good lad —ſacrificed, indeed.“ 
Upon this he wrung his hands, and con- 
cluded, by ſending for his venerable ſteed, 
whoſe ſobriety and devotion was little infe- 
rior to his director's, and whom he had 
lately ordered to town, from his having, 
that is the curate's having prognoſticated, 
that urgent reaſons would ſoon compel him 
to amble downwards, Indeed, it was faid, 
he ated on this occaſion like the pilots of 
a certain hulk, who reſign their ſtations 
ſome moments before they would be handed 
out. After his departure ſeveral topicks 
were rationally deſcanted upon: and one 
of thoſe, called by the French, Un bel 


Eſprit, compared Milton's Paradiſe Loſt, 


Taſſo's Gieruſalemme Liberati, and Voltaire's 
Henriade, to the ancient Epopees ;. without 


fearing to be treated as Orpheus was by the 
Thracian dames. As to me, I never was 
ſo convinced of the ſtrong lines that diſtin- 


guiſh a pedant from a ſervant. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


10 tranſafions at college. 


a weighty n matters being adjuſtec, 
I buſted myſelf in trying on my gown, and 
undoing the elegant arrangement of wy 
hair, that it might, once more, dangle 
with an eaſy grace, in ringlets, about my 
ſhoulders. . My mother grieved, but my 
father declared, in private, that this mode 
conferred new. charms on youth, as if Na: 
ture diſliked to ſee any thing conſtrained, 1. 
likewiſe employed ſome time in viewing 
the curioſities. Nor can I. ever forget the 
archneſs of my. companions—they ſhut we 
up in the anatomy room. My diſagreeabie 
ſenſations, you may: well ſuppoſe, were not 
diminiſhed by the view. of. a. multilated 
_ carcal 
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dcarcaſs, which after a ſmart conflict, had 


been lately carried off by a ſtrong 
convoy of ſurgeons, and had died of the 
——Columbus's. malady. But judge, if 
you can, of my trepidation, on hearing the 
following accents proceed from an unknown 
quarter % Good Heavens! what dire 
effects from pleaſing cauſes ſpring! Little; 
very little: indeed, did-this wretch imagine, 


whilſt. the inſtigation of the Devil, ſe- 


conded by the machinations of ſome. ſiren; 
urged him to ſue for. ingreſs, whilſt he 


_ eagerly. plunged into the gulf of. perdition, 


to revel in deceitful, fleeting tranſports, 
little, I ſay, did he imagine, that death 
would rapidly. follow, and - metamorphoſe 
him from a. charming. figure, into a 


ſpectacle, loathſome even to ſurgeons: 


Alas! this is one of the numerous evils 
which the diſcovery of the new world has 
introduced into thoſe regions, and ſurel y 
no trifling one it is that has deprived Popes, 
| and 
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and Ns, Kings, and Q, of their 
exiſtence.” My ill-judging fancy was 
ever ready to aſcribe this ſolemn dirge to 
the lifeleſs carcaſs before me, when an 
emaciated wretch, without a noſe, drew a 
curtain, and conveyed me from this ſcene; 
after dealing out much admonition,. and 
intimating that his reflections aroſe from his 
ſufferings in the Paphian wars. I reſolved 
to explore no more curioſities, and was 
beginning to relate my adventure to Sir 
Cadwallader's fon, when my baſhfulneſs was 
put to the teſt. Some lads would pull my 
companion by the ſleeve to know my name, 
others leſs. timid,, would flap me on the 
ſhoulders, ſtare me full in the face, and ſay 
* Well, you Sir, are you a fellow of 
ſpunk?” I got affronted, which afforded 
great meriment. Theſe freedoms were 
producing a tear,. when young Pleadwell 
requeſted I ſhould endeavour to ſurpreſs 
it—* Their joy, ſaid he, would equal that 
of 
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of my father's in puzzling a witneſs.“ But 
their importunities were interrupted by the 
toll of a bell, which made them rather fly, 
than run, Even my companion forſook me, 
and I found no one to remove my aſtoniſh- 
ment. However, I ſeta going in my turn,. 
and entered a great hall, juſt as dinner, or 
rather as the diſhes which contained it, were 
removing. Is it poſſible ? exclaimed I, 
what! all over, in a twinkling: ſurely their 
gullets muſt be of a different texture from 
mine. By no means, replied a young 
ſurgeon, and to make you accqualated with 
the nature of the meat pipe, permit me“ 


« O Lord, interrupted I, not for the world.“ 


Well might: I now have argued that the 
diſtance between ſoul and body, is not ſo 
great as ſome imagine. For the idea of 
what J had ſeen entirely deprived me of my 
appetite : and I was going to conſole my 
Charlotte, when Alexander Crabtree, who, 


the aforegoing day, had taken his degrees, 
though 
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though he. deſerved” mediocrity in every 
ſcience but wickedneſs—ſwore a terrible 
oath'that I ſhould make one at his farewell 
ſupper—forced to acquieſce, I took my 
ſeat: but never did I behold ſuch a banquet 
before, Cerberus ſeemed to have broken 
truſt, As to me, a natural diffidence 
would have kept me unactive, had not the 
lawyer s ſon urged me to make the moſt 
of my time. Thus encouraged, 1 ſummond 
ſufficient reſolution to ſtick my. fork in a 
gooſe, but then ſo many of its breathren 
| were ſo faſt in it at the ſame moment, that I 
only came off with the rump, after ſharing 
the ſauce unaſked, but ſoon the jugs of 
punch were ordered to ſkim along the table, 
the only articulate ſounds bellowed about 
were What is the toaſt ? clear decks—no 
heel taps, damn me - and when the fumes 
of the punch aſcended the upper regions, 
to kick out reaſon, that ſat tottering on her 


f throne—** Annihilation to all .order, de- 
ſtruction 
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ſtruction to all rules“ were encored. 
At laſt, however, the uproar was ſome- 
what abated by half the gueſts falling to 
the ground, and refreſhing each others 
faces with the cauſe of their—ſhall I call 
it jollity ? Others broke glaſſes, and bottles, 
tore off their garments to the very ſkin, 
and, like wild Indians, lay ſprawling on 
the ground, Some few (include me 
of the number) eſcaped the infection. 
But juſt as thoſe who had retained 
utterance were wiſhing Alexander a ſafe 
Journey to his curacy, what ſhould 
he propoſe but a fally—agreed, agreed, 
cried all —ſealing their approbation- 
with huzzas, that drove ſilence out of 
every receſs in the college. Several 
of us diſliked the matter, but the 
fear of ridicule, that eternal fource of 
miſery to youth, forced us to. diſſemble. 
Among theſe, one black ſheep will ſoon 
communicate its die to. the whole flock. 

But 
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But am I not too young to moralize ? 


I therefore ſhall only delay the expedition, 
by ſaying a few words of Miſs Furlonge, 


and the reſt of the Family. 


CHAP, 
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CH A FP. XIV. 


Of more conſequence than you may at firſt 
imagine, 


Acreranty to the nature of her 
ſex, my mother's reſolves were as ſecretly 
carried on, and as ſpeedily executed as 

thoſe of the Britiſh Cabinet. My late tran- 

3 ſition, therefore, was no matter of ſurpriſe 
to ſuch as knew her well. But Charlotte, 
who was never abſent in perſon, that I was 
not ſo in thought; at whoſe approach I was 
ever viſibly agitated, and whoſe figure in- 
ſpired me with ideas, that I fear were not 
always truly Platonic, Charlotte, I ſay, 
could not conceal her grief, for her little 
heart, whenever I was the object of its con- 


templation, was too prone to create a thou- 
| ſand 


89 THE ADVENTURES 


ſand fears, and apprehenſions, which no 
reaſoning could alleviate, or at leaſt entire 
remove. Nay, I can aſſure you, from 
good authority, that ſhe then entertained 
ſerious thoughts of kneeling before my mo- 
ther, and requeſting a revocation of her 
reſolve, but an inherent modeſty thwarted 
her deſign. She even conſtrained herſelf ſo 
far, as to reſerve her tears for the farewell 
when ſhe inſinuated that the pleaſures of 
a college life would. doubtleſs obliterate 
thoſe, which I—She could ſay no more, and 
was going to reply, when the idea of our 
ſeparation, of Quiver's proximity, and ſeve- 
ral other powerful conſiderations, placed me 
in a ſimilar predicament. But our frequent 
interviews, and the delight I felt at being 
free from the ſhackles of the Reverend J& 
remiah Plodder, ſoon reftored me to 2 
tolerable uſe of my faculties. 


CHAP, 
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CHA P. XV. 


4 ſally ; wherein father Joſeph Of Leary 
makes his firſt appearance. 


AlExANDERS propoſal, as I 


of informed you, was cheerfully received. 
te How was it to be effected? After many 
d rational ſuggeſtions, it was unanimouſly 
1 agreed upon to ſcale the walls: but ſcarcely 
. had we ſurmounted the chief difficulty, 
e when two of our companions realed back: 


t ſome ſaid they might be killed damn their 
9 bloods, and ſouls, cried the reverend leader, 
> could they die in a better cauſe! come on 
; my boys, come on ; whoſe afraid, damn me, 
whoſe afraid „I fay?” With this, we 
jumped down, and ſtrange to relate, eſcaped 
from ruptures. The effects of the ſhock 
| 15 being 
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being ſoon over, we ſwaggered along the 
ſtreets, accompanied by terror, and mad. 
neſs, and heavy rain. I curſed my pliability 
and was jeered for propoſing moderation, 
The deeds of the Engliſh column at Founte. 
noy would appear truly pitiful when com. 
pared to ours. Watchmen tumbled by 
dozens Fear, having dane more execution 
than our keys. Even a poor young maid 
would have continued no longer one, had 
not Alexander eſpied at that critical 
moment the attorney who had kept his 
father twenty years, and upwards, in law 
about a few acres of bog. The hopeful 
fon recurred to a ſpeedy mode of revenge, 
and long debilitated maſter Shuffler from 
infecting the courts with his perjured 
breath, Juſt as this important ſervice was 
renderd to the community, we heard re- 
peated ſhricks, that ſeemed to proceed 
from a neighbouring lane, Thither we 


flew, and forced the door of a tattered 
; fabrick 
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brick, in time to ſave a poor fellows life. 
We found him environed by ſeveral furies, 
employed in hauling and ſcratching him 
at an unmerciful rate. Our well known 
dreſs diſmayed them, and the victim, ſoon 
as he recovered ſpeech, informed us, that 
having been lately prie ſted, he came to 
town in his way to Lombard, where true 
philoſophy was inculcated, and was in- 
quiring for lodgings when theſe ſtrumpets 
offered an apartment with ſo much ſeeming 
good nature, that he directly acquieſced. 
Nor —ſaid he, while his handkerchief was 


employed in wiping away the blood— 


could I think they intended putting any 
trick upon me, until ſuch time as I refuſed 
them for the pence I had ſcraped together. 
It was then, O Jeſus Maria, that I was 
ſurrounded in the manner you have beheld 
with your own eyes, ſhentlemen. But pun 


my ſhoul, it vexed me in good earneſt 


to be taken ſo ſhort, my dear jewels. 
| b Hows 
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Howſomever, I thought it adviſeable tg 
offer up an ejaculation to the holy Virgin 
Mary, St. Agnes, St. Bridget, St, Wini- 
fred, St, Sicely, and others, to put in a 
good word for me, if in caſe it was their 
will and pleaſure that I ſhould be dif. 
patched, Ah! but father Lazarus's line 
from ſcripture is now verified, thanks be to 
God. I think it runs thus—And I ſhay 
unto thee they ſhall be treated acarding to 
their deſherts.— There is a little diſtich 
in Eraſmus, which”—Here our immoderate 
laughter gave ſome interruption, but not 
to him, for by the movement of his lips, 
we might ſuppoſe he ſtil] continued thank- 
ing us, and repeating ſentences applicable 
to his ſituation : on our laughter ' ſomewhat 
ſubſiding, I recollect he uttered the follow- 
ing words: Had my ſhoul, ſhentlemen, 
the leaſt fore-knowledge, or revelation, of the 
nature of the thrade carried on here, I would, 


in truth, as ſoon have entered a kirk or a ſe- 


negog; 


1 n r OY -, 
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negog; ſince my brethren, good Sirs, rank 
concupiſcence in the very firſt row among 
the catalogue of ſins; and even aſſert, that 
Nature is as much offended with thoſe who 
fondly gaze at a female, as if ”—** O damn 
your ifs, and your diſtinctions, exclaimed 
the parſon, off, off, directly, and ſtate 
them at Lombard, orelſe make one of us.” 
This he declined, ſaying, it would be a 
venial fin. Here was another aha, ha, hah, 
We were now ready to retaliate when ſweet 


Melody charmed our ſouls: the ſounds 


were traced through many a winding of this 
horrid fabrick, and after eſcaping rotten 
floors, and groping upon all fours ſeveral 
Aights of ſtairs, we tumbled into the Con- 
certo-room, and beheld a ſight * 
Heavens! what a ſighr—the young prieſt, 
whom fear made return, blefled and croſſed 
himſelf at leaſt a dozen times, offered me, 
who moſt ſympathized with af a relic, 


and ſorely regretted "I wall water, 
Vol. I. as 
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as every hole and crevice, of this infamou 
abode, required ſprinkling. We thought 
perfumes as needful, eſpecially on beholg. 
ing ten, or twelve—alas! they were fe. 
males—trotting in a circle, and as naked 
as our firſt parents, before they uſed the 
fig- leaves, about—no, you will not believe 
'me, about a member of parliament, a man 
of family and fortune, and however proble- 
matical it may appear, a man of ſome abilities 
too. Six pipers, in the ſame attire, were 
limping about the room, and blowing up 
the joy inſpiring drones. Our ſudden en- 
trance diſturbed the ſport, and the fair 
ones, or rather foul ones, ran, not to their 
garments, but to Crab-tree, and ſome 
others, whoſe intoxication, and deſires, 
cauſed their anger to (evaporate, tenderly 
embraced them, and begged to be intro- 
duced to me. I was inſtantly ſurrounded, 
and to this day, am aſtoniſhed to have el- 
caped ſuffocation, Their frouzy, matted 
hair, 
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hair, concealed a portion of - their tawny, 
ſhrivelled hides; and their eyes, encom- 
paſſed by the only vermilion that was about 
them, ſave on thoſe parts that had been 
kicked, or laſhed, ſeemed as dead as their 
deſires. Though they endeavoured to 
light up an artificial fire, being actuated 
by ſimilar motives with thoſe, who erect 
falſe beacons, to wreck the unwary mari- 
ner on hoſtile ſhores. Alas! too well they 
ſucceeded : my companions, allured by 
theſe, and other leſs equivocal fignals, 
crowded ſail, and got into their wake, In 
vain did I remind them of the figure I had 
ſcen in the anatomy room: it could only 
deter myſelf, ** All hands to work, and 
your's too, Mr, Prieſt, cried Crab-tree, 
damn me, I'm cne myſelf, that is to ſay, 
I am a parſon; and you know it is all one 
now-a-days.” Joſeph O'Leary, for this 
was our Prieſt's name, was going to ex- 
plain the difference, when the former moſt 
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wofully ſtaggered his faith, by remarking, 
that ſcripture, above all things, recom. 
mended the covering of the naked, as the 
ſureſt cauſe-way to extatic bliſs. Now the 
other, for certain reaſons, was as effec- 
tually debarred from peeping into holy. 
writ, as if it had been the ſanctum ſanQo- 
rum of the Jewiſh tabernacle. He there- 
fore made no reply; nor, in reality, was 
he a maſter of logical diſtinctions, ſince, 
like moſt of his brethren, he had been 
ſent from digging the potatoes, to the 
pariſn ſchool, and was now going abroad, 
to become more affected, but leſs fit for 
_ paſtoral duty than before. While matters 
thus went on, my curioſity led me to 
queſtion the extraordinary perſonage already 
alluded to, and to my ſurpriſe he uttered 
theſe words: © That I am a fad dog, is 
certain, for I have ſome thouſands a year, 
which I contrive to expend in a different 
manner from all other mortals : coachmen, 
25 ſnoe⸗ 
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ſhoe-boys, pimps, and the ladies you. 
routed, are my chief delight; I firſt kept 
good company, but found the reſtraint in- 
tollerable; the middling next drew my at- 
tention; but finally, as you ſee, I j umped 
to the bottom, and now can ſay with bro- 
ther Satan—* Better to reign in Hell, than 
ſerve in Heaven.“ A wife, I have, that 
might make me happy, if what idle folks 
call beauty, decorum, and good ſenſe, 
could find an opening to my ſoul—bur 
blow up, Mr. Pipers, blow up: where 
are my laſſes ?”* Believe me, I felt for his 
poor lady, and wiſhed to free her with all 
the ardour of an ancient Knight-errant, and 
was haſtening to overtake my cloyed com- 
panions, when Maſter Paddy Skape-goat, 
was heard to articulate in the moſt pitcous 
manner theſe words: Help, O help me, 
my dear fellows, or by J—s this will be 
my laſt ſally. The very Devil, my lads, 
is in this infernal cave.“ We all ſtood 


K 3 a- gog. 


198 THE ADVENTURES 


agog, one looked here, another there; in 
ſhort, afrer much ado we diſcovered the 
ſpot, and by- the help of a dubious taper, 
ſurveyed the half-concealed horrors cf Pad. 
dy's lodging. Soon as he eſpyed us, his 
demonſtrations of joy were ſimilar to thoſe, 
that (as wiſe men fay) the angels, and 
the juſt will demonſtrate the laſt day, on 
- hearing the director of innumerable worlds, 
pronounce his awful, irrevocable ſentence 
on us poor ſouls! and ſurely his now 
pleaſing ſenfations were not without a cauſe, 
for many a moan vibrated through gloomy 
receſſes to remind him of his ſad ſituation. 
Luckily we brought a ſcaling ladder, by 
which he aſcended. The covered way that 
concealed this ſnare would have eluded a 
veteran's penetration. Crab-tree and! 
ſkipped down to reconnoitre, and haul up 
the unfortunate. Among theſe was a 
p Journeyman taylor, who ſwore luſtily that, 


henceforward, he would ſtitch differently. 
| However, 


However, he muſt have defered his reſo» 
jution in conſequence of Skape- goats light- 
ing upon him, which well nigh buried the 
poor devil's head into his body. But what 
reſtored us to our ſenſes, and produced that 
honeſt indignation which a ſober Iriſhman 
ever feels at beholding ſcenes of villany, 
was the diſcovery of two young females, 
whoſe ghaſtly viſages beſpoke fouls weary 
of their wretched habitations. The feeble 
accents almoſt died away upon their once 
roſeate lips, and a tranſitory bluſh, occaſiond 
by this unexpected change, afforded an im- 
perfect idea of their former charms, and ad- 
ded, if poſſible, to our rage: the poor things 
informed us, that after being inveigled by 
procureſſes, robbed, and otherwiſe ill reated, 
they were forced to the ſpot which proved 
ſo terrifying to Skape-goat, and found 
themſelves by ſome damnable manceuvre 
hurled, head-long, neck and heels into the 
lample of Hell; doubtleſs to experience 
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equal torments. The ſirens, on hearing 
this, were quite diſconcerted, and we re- 
| ſolved they ſhould be more fo, by raiſing 
what we called a duſt, more properly 
might it be ſtyled a conflagration, for the 
houſe was ſet on fire, and the furniture, 
conſiſting of broken beds, chairs, tables, 
ſettees, &c. was flung out to make up a 
bon-fire ; the pitchy darkneſs of the night 
ſeemed now converted into day, and ſuch 
was the awfulneſs of the ſcene, that father 
O' Leary, fearing the conſequences, thought 
it expedient, ardently to entreat the Virgin 
Mary to pour down as much water as 
would quench the ſpreading flames. Juſt 
as he had finiſhed this ejaculation, ſome- 
thing deſcended indeed, but not from the 
Virgin: it was a gallipot, full of mercurial 
ointment, which cut, and anointed the 
invoker ſo compleatly, that in ſome 
minutes his head became as big as one of 
the ſiren's dugs. Nor did the exertions of 
the 
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the beſieged end here—other utenſils were 
diſpatched, which anſwered their ends fo 
well, that the greateſt flatterer could no 
longer liken us to the ſweet- ſcenting roſe— - 
at laſt, the till encreaſing fire compeled 
them to ruſh forth. The multiplicity of 
bottles, pots, drugs, tetes, caps, & c. &c. 
& c. dealt out, and deſtroyed, was next 
morning, they ſay, joyfully ſurveyed by 
our hungry manufacturers, and plump 
Charlatans. Our pretty faces were not 
exempt from ſcars, which affected ſome 
of us, as much as if we had been Pompey's 
cavalry, and would have operated in a 
ſimilar manner on- the fate of the day, or 
of the night rather, had not their ammuni-- 
tion failed, Upon this, we once more 
rallied, made regular approaches, ſeized, 
and delivered che captive army to the watch, 
who, I am told, freed them, on receiving 


201 


a trifling ranſom. Thus ended a conflict, 
which, in father Joſeph's. opinion. was at- 


ter ded. 
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tended with equal danger, and more honour, 
than any he had obſerved at the neighbour. 
ing fairs, or had read off in the Claſſics. 
Anon, while he was regretting the influence 
of rhe Devil on God's favourite production, 
the ſtrange mixture of heterogeneous par- 
ticles in collegians, and indeed in all 
others, his poor head was inſenſibly growing 
a more intolerable burthen to his ſhoulders: 
and the good natured ſoul frequently ſighed 
for the extreme unction. An apothecaries 
recipe would now at leaſt prove more 
beneficial to his material part. This we 
procured, as likewiſe a ſafe lodging. 
Some days after I met him and ſeveral of his 
brethren running to the packet; but ſo 
great was his hurry that he could only ſay 
Dear jewel—whenever you want 2 
benediction, be ſure to ſend to me”—As 
for the poor girls, we conducted them 
to their difconſolate parents; and after 
partaking of a ſcene which afforded much 
more 
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more pleaſurable feelings than any ex- | 
perienced by us that night, we returned 
with the uſual precipitation of ſallyors. 


| N 
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CHAP. XVI. 


An informer's conduct. 


| Tus E nocturnal revellings had 


hurried our wiſe rulers from the realms of 


ſleep: but ſome were prevented by their 


D 


55 and others by their dear com- 


panion, Indolence, from exploring the 


cauſe. Fate, it ſeems, had aſſigned this 
taſk to Archibald MHuſkin, who by the 


help of a ſickly taper was endeavouring, in- 


ſpite of Nature, to maſter the various 


ſciences, neceflary to obtain a fellowſhip, 
The next morning he declared his intention 
of turning informer. And more, I believe 


to ſhew his abilities, than his malice; 


called the attention of the Provoſt, and 


the Seigniors, to the following harangue— 


« 0 
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« O ys tranſcendent luminaries of this 
favourite -manſion of Apollo%, vouchſafe 
to hearken to my words. In truth it is only 
an unfeigned expoſition of my ſentiments 
to declare, that I approach you with-all the 
reverence, and awe, that a poor inſignificant 
corpuſcle, like me, ſhould ever feel on 
beholding ſubſtances. of a ſuperior. nature; 
and that I treaſure, with as much zeal; 
every thing that falls from you, I mean 
every thing ſpiritual. as. do the tartars, the 
minuteſt offals of their grand lama; 
Therefore, Sirs, might the moſt paltry pro- 
ficient in logicks, infer, or deduct, that I 
now would not entreat you to convene, in 
order to arreſt your attention, were it not 
upon a matter of the laſt importance; a 
matter, big with hideous effects to Trinity- 
college, and. conſequently, to the whole 
empire. For Sirs, doth not the happineſs 
of individuals, and the ſafety, and proſ- 
perity of evey ſtate, in a great meaſure if 
not 
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not entirely, depend upon the principles, 
and notioi's imbibed in youth. Maſter 
Pope prettily obſerves— It is education 
forms the youthful mind: juſt as the twig 
is bent, the tree's inclined. Quintilan, 
and others, have ſaid many handſome 
things upon the ſubje&—in ſhort, Sirs, it 
is a matter that“ “ If it be, interrupted 
the provoſt; for God's ſake, if not for 
mine, let us here it, Since the language of 
nature forbids the introducing an intereſting 
circumſtance, with a lung winded exordium 
proceed, Sir.“ My Lord, you mult 
know then, that about the hour, that ſtreet- 
walkers think of conveying their ſhivering 
limbs into wretched brothels—that ladies of 
the ton, after toſſing other beds, ſkip into 
their huſbands, who then think it high time 
to ſkip out—ha! ha! ha! that gemblers 
leave the club- room with light purſes, and 
heavy hearts—nay certes, it was about that 
very identical time, that my ears were aſ- 
1 | ſailed 


* 7 
* 


while the ſtorm whiſtled, during which, 


of all this uproar, and beheld O thou firſt 


hat ſhould I behold but——-——broken 
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ſailed with a clamour that well nigh burſt 
their drums. I liſtened, it redoubled, it 
diminiſhed, it died away, juſt like the 
impetuous Northern blaſt that makes old 
Ocean roar, and then returns to the eolian 
cavern. I, like the mariner, ſhuddered 


great Sirs, dame Nature herſelf I aſſure you 
kept a confounded rumbling; and made 
more than one mighty crack But ſoon 
reviving, I peeped into a room, the ſcene 


mover, whole habitation, according to 
St. John, is fabricated on lofty buttreſſes 


glaſſes, Pitchers, chairs, decanters, and 
manifold ſtriplings, faſt clung in the 
arms of Death's kinſwoman—ſome of 
whom, expoſed that part, which, preſerve 
us gracious God | hath many a time, and 
often, led the way to riches and favour, - 


as well as to the Infernal regions which 
% ſo 


208 THE ADVENTURES 


ſo affects a Seigniors heart, mind irs, 
L allude to the Seigniors of Italy—which 
eauſed the erecting vf citys and temples. 
Which, O ſtrange ſtupefaction! has 
enticed many of his Majeſty's liegemen 
to forſwear their allegiance, and reſolve 
to pay no homage but to. it—or per- 
adventure to the fell cord—and which” — 
„Dear Sir, interupted the Provoſt, 
are you roſolved never to quit that part.” 
Now, as ſimple readers ſwarm about 
hiſtorys of this nature as eagerly as 
peaſants do about a puppet-ſhew (mind, 
I refer not to you, who methinks, I now 
behold dandling, and cheriſhing this, my 
firſt-born;) and as: ſome few individuals, 
TE apprehend, come under this denomination, 
it will be expedient to inform them, that 
ſome things dropped, without any deſign, 
produce very unexpected events, at leaſt 
it was now the caſe, for Mr. M*Buſkin 


* deep, conſcience, perhaps, having 
hinted 
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hinted that Mr. Provoſt, alluded to, you 
underſtand me—but he ſeemed totally 
over-whelmed on obſerving us exerciſe 
the riſible muſcles. To ſay the truth, 
ſome monſtrous tales were buzzed about. 
This accident prevented a further diſcovery, 
and full glad were we to ſee him fail, 
for the third time, in his attempt to 
graſp a fellowſhip. Before he could 
make a fourth puſh, Death ſeized him: 
but ſo emaciated was ke by exceſſive appli- 
cation, that the fiend, long doubted 
whether poor M*Buſkin had not previouſly 
received his ſummons. The following 


epitaph, I recollect, was engraved on. his 
 Tomb-ſtone: 


UnDERNEATH, doth dwell the ma- 
terial part of Archibald M*Buſkin, whoſe 
early conduct dubbed him a fellow, but 
whoſe ſtupidity debarred him from a con- 
firmation of the title in Trinity- college. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII, 


Double dealing ; a ſtetch of 7 emmy Qui ver 
characler. 


Touur QUIVER, no ſooner 
came to ſee me, than I haſtened to regale 
him with a faithful narrative of our late 
tranſactions— it was in confidence I ſpoke, 
but the companion of my youth, had 
ſcarcely returned, when he whiſperd the 
matter to my parents, forely, he ſaid, 
againſt his inclination, and urged alone 
by his anxious regard for my welfare. But 
as the imputation of informer was what his 
generous nature could not brook, he re- 
queſted his name might be concealed. The 
very next day I was viſited by my father, 


. Whole rebukes at all times had more weight 
than 
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than my mother's, as he ever proportioned 
them to the degree of guilt, and by expa- 
tiating upon my good qualities, and ſeeming 
to aſcribe any deviation to inadvertence, 
urged me to derive more advantage from 
my own pride, than from any advice, or 
reprimand. On this occaſion, he regretted 
the want of energy in the ruling powers; 
but chiefly attributed our irregularities to the 
ſituation of the place—being now inter- 
rupted by my chum, and ſome other lads, 
who came to propoſe various modes of 
amuſement, he roſe to depart, and I 
accompained him. But hardly had my 
voice announced me, when I received a 
ſummons to a tend my mother, it was Pliant 
came of the deputation, and her words. 
conveyed a throbbing heart. Maſter 
George, ſhe ſaid, my miſtreſs requires your 
attendance. Well-a-day ! ſhe has loſt a 
conſiderable ſum at Lady Dauber's, laſt 


night; and ever ſince has kept the houſe in 
jeopardy. 
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jeopardy. Your poor father dare not ſhew 
his noſe, and, as ro me, I know not whether 
I fir, ſtand, or go—— Here the bell rung, 
moſt furiouſly, and the familiar anſwered it 
— After entreating me not to blame her, 
if ſhe implicitly agreed in whatever her 


miſtreſs ſhould advance. My father recom- 


'mended obedience, and after exclaiming 
in a low voice—* O-what a ſhrew! * 
haſtened me up. Pliant was already receiv- 
ing a lecture for her delay, and as to me, 
I muſt own I never felt equal trepidation in 
approaching my late pedagogue, after 
having played him ſome boyiſh tricks. 


Exclamations, without number, were hurled 


at me: and all her appeals to Mrs. Barbara, 
were heard, and anſwered, with that hu- 
miliating ſinking of body, and ſpirit, which 
generally accompanies a ſtate of dependence, 
J was haſtily ordered from her preſence, 
and found my dear Charlotte anxiouſly 

- waiting the event. She ſoon informed me of 
| | what 


is... + 
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what I already much ſuſpected, that Quiver 
had betrayed me. Yet his vehement 
aſſeverations would have prevailed upon my 
unſuſpecting nature to acquit him, had my 


preſent voucher been leſs reſpectable. She 


informed me that my mother had told it in 
confidence to Pliant, who told it to her, and 
ſo forth. This diſcovery made me ſee Tom 
in his true colours. Indeed his evil pro- 
penſities, like ſome reptiles, ſeemed gradu- 
ally to expand. I ſoon perceived he was 
greatly deficient in that noble pride, which, 
in general, makes youth ſhudder at the idea 
of ignoble actions, which we read ſo much 
of at ſchools, decant ſo feelingly upon in 
riper years, and find ſo little of, in the world, 
Sedulous to gain his ends, he little conſi- 
dered what prohibitions might be againſt 
taking certain roads to them, and if he had 
a conſcience, it was ever at eaſe, when his 
actions could be ſcreened behind the letter 
of the law. Above all his ſelfiſhneſs was 


pre- 
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predominant. But ſo viſible did his want of 
education, and real abilities make it appear, 
that by diſguſting, it often failed of obtain. 
ing its ends. The inevitable appendix to 
theſe qualities, ſervility, made him accept. 
able to many; ſince the glare of candour, 
you know, can only be endured by 
exalted minds, | 


Wu v ſhoold I apologize for expatiating 
on a perſon, who. will produce great, and 
unexpected events, in the courſe of this 

© hiſtory———or whatever you may pleaſe 


to call it? 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, XVIIL 


T obtain a premium; make a ſecond ſally; a 
rencounter, produces a mortiferous event, 


| Mr long compreſſed genius was now 


beginning to expand; and my expectations 
looked forwards to the p emium, nor were 
they deceived; I came off victor, notwith- 
ſtanding the intrigues of ſeveral for their 
ſons. The earneſtneſs of the parties, and 
their ſubſequent deſpondency could not be 
ſurpaſſed by the contenders for empire. 
My conqueſt filled nie with every joy. 
Was it not ſuperior to others of a more 
brilliant nature? ſince unaccompanied by 


the groans of the expiring, the lamentations 
of the wretched, the plots, and confederacies 


of 
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of the half vanguiſhed, and the torrents of 
blood that uſually low over all. And ag 
to magnitude, good God! what is 1 
province, an empire, or the great globe 
itſelf, when we contemplate on the innume- 
rable worlds that ſwim in the immenſity of 
ſpace—but this felicity was ſoon eclipſed 
by my removal from college, which was 
occaſioned by the following unfortunate 
, circumſtance: One evening, as I had left 
my parents, well adviſed, and fully reſuly- 
ed to conduct myſelf ſaberly, and ration- 
ally, met Paddy Skape-goat, my chum, 
with many others, at the great gate. The 
former came up, ſobbing, and ſaid he hoped 
I would attend his farewell ſupper. Iwas 
beginning to make apologies, when he 
mumbled ſomething about ingratitude, the 
leaſt imputation was ſufficient, and to obviate 
even the ſemblance of ſo hateful, and yet 
ſo common a propenſion, I acquieſced, 
This reſembled not Alexander's feaſt—tor 

| here 
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here a ſolemn ſilence pervaded the wide 
extended hall, nor could there be a more 
powerful cauſe for aching hearts than 
Paddies approaching exite. In truth, of 
the ſix or ſeven hundred lads, that gractd this 
abode of the ſciences, he was the chief 
hero: and though many ſupported 
Alexander's claim, ſtill, after his departure 
none durſt enter the liſts with my chum, 
But his worthy diſciples, to alleviate their 
grief, called liquor to their aid; and this, 
in a few hours, ſo completely quaſhed it, 
that our hero propoſed a ſally, wherein he 
deſigned out doing the moſt brilliant of his 
former exploits. The freedoms. I had 
taken with the bottle induced me to ſecond 
the motion. It was, as I remember, on 
the ſecond of Auguſt, and at that profane 
hour of night, when entries, and the ſhrines 
of temples are polluted—when the full 
moon, reſplendent orb of night, the pale 
ſtars, and {till paler watchmen, were alone 
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conſcious of our deeds, that we ſtole un- 
heeded from our benches, crazy with punch 
and in queſt of joy, too tranſitory to be 
prized. Scarcely had we performed any 
. deed of great pith, or moment, when we 
eſpied a female, not looſe, and unattired, 
but highly painted, powdered, and patched, 
conveyed by chairmen, lackeys, and 
flambeaux. The object, like ambition, 
ſeemed enticing at a diſtance, a conflict, in 
conſequence, "enſued. And ſoon the flam- 
beaux made neceſſary the peruke-makers aid, 
Yet we remained maſters of the well-fought 
field, and like all irregulars, were proceed- 
ing to plunder, when my companions 
diſcerned--O Heavens what a balk! an old 
- ſhaking dame, ſaid they, that probably had 
ſpent the day in borrowing the ſemblance of 
youth, for ſome rout. I, who had been 
reduced to a ſad plight by the ſudden ir- 
ruption of ſwine, now hobbled up to partake 
of the feaſt, when I beheld: my 

| 1 mother 
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mother—indeed my ingenious reader, you 
muſt be of opinion that ſpeech, of ſome 
incidents, can convey no adequate idea. 
Such was this, the moſt extraordinary ren- 
counters in tragedy, were nothing to it. 
She ordered me home, proceeded to the 
rout—and, proving deaf to all ſolicitations, 
checked my future progreſs, by once 
more changing the courſe of my education. 
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c HAP. XXX. 


My feelings; a word concerning Char/otte. 


O UR wiſe Creator, as the ſtory goes, 
has kindly intermingled the rugged path of 
life with - ſuch proſpects as prevent the 
weary traveller from entirely ſuccumbing, 
I now experienced it, ſince the mortifying 
idea of my education's being at the diſpoſal 
of a capricious woman, (forgive me the 
harſhneſs of the expreſſion) was counter- 
balanced by the ſtill increaſing pleaſure of 
Charlotte's company, though to obſtruct 
this, was not only Quiver's, but likewiſe 
my , mother's chief delight. It was to me, 
you may be ſure, a matter of pleaſing 
conſideration that my love, had not accom- 


panied her friend in her late ramble, and 
the 
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the reaſon ſhe did not, was as I have been 
fince informed, owing to ſome ſecds of 
jealouſy which aroſe in my mother's breaſt 
on her obſerving with what rapidity her 
artleſs ward made conqueſts. But this ex- 
pedient to prevent them, did not in the 
leaſt mortify Miſs Furlonge. Her good 
ſenſe indeed prevented her from teſtitying 
any viſible ditizke to the frivolous beau- 
monde topicks; but her wearied mind 
would eagerly ſeek for relief elſewhere. 
Let us even ſuppoſe her affections not en- 
gaged, and what could be more intolerable 
than the compulſion of attending one of 
my mother's diſpoſition, yes, you will tell 
me, perhaps, that the continuation of 
well, well, I underſtand you, and therefore 
ſhall directly lead you to a circumſtance, 
which in my opinion, richly deſerves. 
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CHAP. XX. 
A revolution. 


| 14 OU already know that from his 

bridal night to this hour my poor father had 

ſteered a meek pliable courſe, and you are 

' to know, that the tornado which now 

afflicted his declining fabrick had its 

origin, not from the eolian cavern, but 
from the following epiſtle. It ran thus: 


My deareſt Jack, 


A h! by Js, it grieves, to the very 
bottom of his heart, your old friend, and 
neighbour, to behold, and inſpect, as 
| how 
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how matters are brought to bare. Shall 
I tell you in two words, that your affairs 
are going to pot, as the faying is. They 
are all, eſpecially your foſterers—pillaging, 
pilfering, ſcraping, and catching, at what- 
ever, my dear friend, they can lay their 
tooth to. Take my word for it—nothing 
can preſerve, even as much as would blind 
mine eye, but your ſpeedy appearance, 
fly, run, haſte. Beſides, I muſt tell you, 
that in this neighbourhood, you are, more 
than ever, called the Hen-pecked Huſband, 
by the very boys; who, *pon my ſhoul, 
were the firſt to remark your indurance, 
towards your filly wife's flights, and figaries, 
I floged my little Denis, but the torrent is 
not to be ſtemed, of theſe matters, however, 
you ſhould be a better judge, than your 
affectionate old friend, and well-wiſher, 
to boot— 


PATRICK MGavuLIN. 
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Tuis information it was that wrought 
the change. foon as the good man peruſed 
it, he trotted into my mother's apartment, 
where, to his infinite ſurpriſe, he found 
ſome perſons that he had never ſeen, or 
at leaſt never known before one employed 
in buckling his deareſt life's ſhoes, another 
in preparing a compoſition for the hands 
and face, and a third, in regaling her with 
La Belle converſation the intruder ſtared, 
| ſhe obſerved it, ſummond a laugh, and 
faid—* This, my dear John, is a new 
ſcene to you, but inform yourſelf, pray do; 
and you'll find it to be (enterrement) the 
ton.“ „ Pan my honour and ſo it is, 
ſaid one of theſe Ceciſbeos, or Hermaphrodi- 
tical animals; but I preſume that good 
gentleman 1s your ſteward, or agent, or 
huſband, or ſome ſuch thing. Sir, Sir,— 
nay I pray thee, do, liften, and know, 
whoever you be, whether you bring airs 
from Heaven, or blaſts from Hell, that 
this 
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this" is quite @ la Francaiſe but Parblen, 
by your ſeeming ſurpriſe I preſume you 
had not the felicity of poſting along in 
that delightful country, where alone one 
becomes eclaire and Sir“ “ And Sir, 
interrupted my father, recovering ſome- 
what from his aſtoniſhment, I'll hear no 
more; begon and leave us.” * Not hear, 
me, my Lord, replied the other jeeringly: 
by that angel, your wife, or,—et cætera 
but you ſhall, at ſome more convenient 
time.” With this, he ſkipped out of the 
room, as did the others, after making ſeveral 
conges, and grimaces, which with ſome 
of the company paſſed for ſigns of the moſt 
profound reſpect. It was at. this awful 
moment, O ingenious reader! that the. 
hitherto unruMed John O' Nial ſummoned. 
. ſufficient relolution to wear a. ruffled coun- 
tenance. Madam, (he cried, in a tone. 
of voice not quite tremulous) what am I. 
ta ſurmiſe from all this?“ What, what, 


L 3 ſhe 
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the returned, are you become a queſtionary 
at this time of day? but par ma fois I am 
reſolved that nothing ſhall put me out of 
humour. Pve always, thanks be to God, 
preſerved that aquanimity about which your 
philoſophers make ſo great a hubbub. Nay 
Fll even inform you, that on the aforegoing 
as well as upon all other occaſions, I only 
imitate my dear Lady Dauber, and others 
of her trim. I've ſeen it all put in practice. 
Beſides Pliant had it, long ſince, from 
La Fumet; and my dear, one, you 
know, muſt conform to la cout ume. 
« Or in other words, replied her en- 
raged ſpouſe, to folly. What! are 
you then fo infatuated, as not to have 
perceived that you were their laughing-ſtock 
which ever muſt be your fate, ſince you 
aſſume manners ſo ill aſſorted to your years.” 

« Heavens and Earth f cried his deareſt life, 
years, years, does he talk of years? what! 
I till exiſt and pocket ſuch language. 
| But 
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But can I credit my eyes, and ears, im- 
poſſible— “ Yes, yes, you may, replied 
he, intrenching himfelf, the while, behind 
a table, and ready to yield, once more, 
to that weapon, or alarm bell which for 
ſuch a ſeries of years had kept him in 
ſubjection: now as the good man knew his 
flurry could not be concealed, he ſwore a 
formidable oath that it proceeded not from 
fear. But, anon, finding his tongue not 
over pliable, he kept it ſtill, and flung her 
the letter, which ſhe peruſed with becoming 
indignation, and ſtamped as often as any 
dancing maſter, endeavouring to make his 
Pupils hop in time. Thou ruſticated 
clown, ſhe cried, flinging the letter, and 
a certain utenſil at him. Thou fink of 
putreſcence, thou focus, wherein is con- 
centricated every vulgar, and obſtropulous 
ray, thou rebel to cuſtom, decorum, and 
the benſeance, yes, I will treat thee, con- 
tinued ſhe, going to renew the charge.“ 

L 6 « You 
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c You will treat me no worſe, if I can,” reph- 
ed the dauntleſs ſpouſe, darting over ſome 
chairs and tables, that oppoſed his flight, 
daſhing to pieces a rare ſet of china-ware, 
and cutting himſelf ſeverely in the leg, 
Mean time, ſeveral carriages ſtopped at the 
door, and the company, hearing the noiſe 
ſeemed to make but one ſtep to the 
theatre of war. As fortiude ever gains 
ſtrength, and is often entirely produced 
by being gazed at, ſo my mother's paſſions 
were now ſo raiſed that they flung her head- 
long into byſtericks. Soon as theſe had 
ſomewhat ſubſided, ſhe related her tale of 
woe to her ſympathizing viſitants. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXK 


My father”s trepidation, communes with Sin 

Cadwallader; my mother*s ſudden entrance 

the lawyer's addreſs; our intention of re- 
turning to the country. ö 


% 


Ts it not time to look after my father in 
his retreat, and to inform you, that he in- 
trenched himſelf behind the room door :. 


but ſo many were his precautions, that B 
believe he was under no immediate appre- 
henſions from the foe, I have his own 
authority for it, that his dear Shakeſpeare's: 
lines, in the tameing of a ſhrew, now oc- 
curred to him : here they are— 

7 A woman mov'd is like a fountain troubl'd, © 

& Muddy, ill-ſeeming, thick, bereft of beauty; 

& And while it is ſo, none ſo dry or thirſty 

— Will deign to ſip or touch one drop of it.” 


Tur 
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Tux aforeſaid pack no ſooner began to 
babble, than he aſſumed a poſture familiar 


to Plodder on ſuch occaſions; that is, he 


took a chair, and cocked that organ to the 
key- hole, which to the ſoul conveys know- 
ledge. Indeed my mother's laſt declaration 
made his ideas float thro* and fro' like 
clouds of a ſtormy day ; and as the vigour 
he had ſhewn was as tranſient as a tornado, 
that once in a century, perhaps, hurries 
over a gentle climate: he now ſeriouſly 
thought of drawing the war into negocia- 
tion, the more ſo, as he found upon ſtating. 
matters inwardly, that the few particles of 
- fortitude he could muſter, would be routed 

in the very firſt conflict: therefore, ſince 
his heart refuſed obeying the dictates of his 
underſtanding, which in this caſe ſuggeſted 
ſpirited meaſures, and even Horrida bella, 
as the only means of obtaining an honour- 
able peace, and as his preſent encampment 
was liable to be ſtormed, he haſtened to a 

| colfee- 
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coffee-houſe, accompanied by me, whom 
he intended to depute with terms of un- 
conditional ſubmiſſion; but no ſooner were 
they wrote, and peruſed, than his remain- 
ing pride made him confign them to the 
flames. Perhaps, indeed, he thought it 
inexcuſable in an Iriſhman. to accede to 
fuch terms ; be this as it may, for mind, I 
only give it as my own ſurmiſe: he be- 
thought himſelf of another expedient, 
which was to requeſt Sir Cadwallader's 
mediation. This reſolve will ceafe to ſur- 
priſe you, when you conſider that my fa- 
ther had formerly ſerved him, and that the 
other's gratitude was equal to his profeſ- 
fional knowledge. Several victims to chi- 
canery were emptying, their purſes, and re- 
eeiving in return, huge piles of paper, fa- 
lutes, and flattering hoprs of ſucceſs, when 
my father came ſlowly forward with ſuch a 
ghaſtly phyſiognomy, that the ſaid victims 
concluded him in no better plight than 
ES | them- 
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themſelves; nay, and received ſome conſo- 
lation, on. hearing him ſay—* *Tis gone, 
*tis gone, forever gone” The lawyer was 
alarmed, and politely diſmiſſing his levee, 
which, in one particular, differed from that 
of Princes, eagerly aſked him what was 
gone? © Alas! (he returned) my forti- 
tude”—and then ſtating the caſe, the 
Knight replied, as here followeth : 
&« You'll allow, Mr. O'Nial, that moſt 
wives make what they call laudable efforts 
to rule with an arbitrary ſway, but, believe 
me, when that all-graſping ſpirit is cruſhed 
in the bud, it ſeldom will annoy us with 
freſh exertions: but once allow it to ex- 
pand, and all your ſubſequent endeavours 
to reſtrain it, will prove as vain as thoſe of 
honeſt men, to drive chicanery from the 
Courts.“ *© True, very true (replied the. 
other) when I was married, Sir Cadwalla- 
der, I reſolved upon giving my wife, dur- 
ing a ſhort 8 only, full ingreſs, and 
| egrels, 
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egreſs, to whatever her fancy ſhould crave: 
fatal reſolution ! foon as ſhe perceived my 
intention of curtailing her in ſome things, 
ſhe would dwell on the deference, and in- 
dulgence, due to a pregnant woman ( preg- 
nant only with miſchief) then when this ar- 
tifice became ſore- warn, ſhe would pretend 
to faint, and cry, and what not. Nay, 
upon ſome occaſions ſhe actually conveyed 
innuendos of reſigning her poſt in this 
world, and to raile our apprehenſions, 
would frequently walk, with looks of wild 
diſmay, along our little canal. Have you 
not heard how that cringing minx, Bar- 
bara Pliant, reported that ſhe found her 
miſtreſs with a razor to her throat (though 
perhaps her beard might have needed that) 


—þbut not to enumerate her endleſs wiles, 


the credulity of my nature eaſily impoſed 
upon me; I always yielded to prevent the 
threatened conſequences, and would have 
been deceived to this day, had not a wor- 

; thy 
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thy phyſician, who attended her on thoſe 
occaſions, bequeathed me to the amount of 
the fees he had received, declaring it was 
the wages of iniquity, ſince the good lady 
only affected illneſs, and forced him to re- 
port the matter otherwiſe. This diſcovery 
that would have confounded moſt women, 
only induced Rebecca to ſhake off all arti- 
fice; ſhe no longer uſed the ſuavitor in 
modo, but diſcovered her diſpoſition for ab- 
folute power, more like an Eaſtern than a 
Britiſh Monarch. Cuſtom, alas ! that ape 
of reaſon, and an immoderate love of eaſe, 
inſured my compliance, My laſt, and only 
inſurrection perplexes me, how ſhall I act?“ 
How ſhall you act, believe me, my good 
friend (returned the Knight) that, in ge- 
neral, every one is beſt judge of his own 
affairs, and therefore ſhould ſeldom aſk ad- 
vice, What a knowledge does it not re- 
quire of a man's nature, circumſtances, in 


ſhort, of every thing concerning him, to 
adviſe 


* 


1 
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adviſe him right. Whereas, a mere 
ſtranger to all theſe points, will often ob- 
trude, and ardently entreat you to perform 
impoſſibilities, or what is near a kin to 
them, to act, not according to your own 
nature, and habits, but to his. Thus 
counſel (from the improper ingredients 
compriſed in it) becomes a repulſive 
draught, and frequently ſubjects the doner 
either to our ridicule, or to our hatred, 
according to the motives with which we 
ſuppoſe him actuated. This being the true 
ſtate of the caſe, you will doubtleſs agree 
to my inference, viz. that thouſands who 
maintain the privilege of thinking and act- 
ing for themſelves, have unjuſtly acquired 
the epithets of, flubburn, ſelf-ſufficient, 
and fo forth, from obſequious fools.” * Sir 
Cadwallader, replied my father, I ſub- 
ſcribe to your remarks; yet, ſurely you'll 
admit that there are caſes which require 
advice—ſuch, for example, as“ — O cer- 

tainly, 
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tainly, certainly, interrupted the lawyer, 
As made my fortune, Bat ſince I ſhall 
never form any deſigns on the purſe of 
my benefactor, and ſince a thorough 
knowledge of your diſpoſition, entitles me 
to aſume the character, I will, for once, 
recommend peaceable meaſures, knowing 
your motto to be 


<« Indulge, and to thy genius freely give, 
For not to live at eaſe, is not to live.“ 


Let Socrates, my friend, be your guide, 
Bear with your Xantipe in a ſimilar manner 
and ſhould you die firſt, and preſerve any 
conſciouſneſs of mundane matters, what 
extenuations of pain, or encreaſe of bliſs 
rather, muſt accompany the idea of your 
being equally lamented— for it is the na- 
ture of woman to grieve the loſs of a tool 
that has been obſequious to her violent 
| paſſions.” Peace be then in our days, 
exclaimed my father,—ah ! thundered 
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his deareſt life, who unexpectedly trotted 
in, and over heard the laſt words—ah! 
wretch, petitions and ramping attitudes, 
now ſhall naught avail. Your unexpreſlible 
inſolence in preſuming to riſe into a flurry 
againſt one—and one may ſay it without 
vanity; that deſerves ſome venration, ſhall 
have for compenſation, and retaliation, 
at leaſt ſome laceration. Then get into 
your cunny-undrums, if you can. Who 
will feel the effects of reſurrections ay? 
here ſhe regaled him with a glance which 
in nothing, reſembled thoſe interchanged by 
Charlotte, and I. Of courſe, it agitated 
kim in a different manner : and leaving Sir 
Cadwallader, who had been his ſhield in 
this conflict, to plead his caſe; he ap- 
proached a neighbouring apartment with 
ſtrides, ſomewhat reſembling in length, 
and celerity, thoſe which Homer aſcribes 
to his God's. Scarcely had he entered, 


when he beheld my * Pleadwell at her 
toilet, 
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toilet, with cheeks forming a moſß ſtriking 
contraſt. The one glowed with the fineſt 
vermilion, whilſt the other preſerved its 
native paleneſs. Surpriſe replaced his 
- perturbation, and he was beginning to 
think, that as contraſt forms one of the 
greateſt beauties in writing, ſo the fair ſex 
might imagine it - would produce ſimilar 
effects on their perſons. But my Lady's 
proceeding to daub her other cheek, de- 
ſtroyed his ſurmiſe. She had juſt informed 
him, that in this particular, ſhe only com- 
_ plied with the general mode, when her 
ſpouſe, and my mother, walked in. He, 
in conjunction with his Lady, renewed 
his entreaties for peace. I hope, madam, 
ſaid the former, that your conduct will not 
diſcourage me from endeavouring to cloſe 
breaches”— Then, proceeding with his 
uſual ſolemnity, he owned, that it was but 
"reaſonable that a woman of her high. ſpirit, 


and ſuperiour abilities, ſhould command, 
reminded 


"Ks, 
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reminded her of ancient empires entirely 


compoſed. of her own ſex; of modern 
ones, deriving their chief luſtre from 


their influence; but obſerved, that peo- 


ple of faſhion, like her, never ſpent the 


' ſummer in town, © The lawyer, having 
planted his battery to my mother's weak _ 


ſide, gained every point, and even prevailed 
upon her tojoin her (I won't call them ruby 
lips) to her ſpouſe's—upon which the poor 


man exclaimed, and doubtleſs with great 


ſincerity, ** Amantium ire amoris redinte- 
gratio eft.” © What! what ! ſhe haſtily 
cried, does he dare contaminate my good 


name by invidiouſly obſerving, that I'm in 


poſſeſſion of that enmy to love, a tanted 
breath.” On the contrary, my jewel, I 
declared, that *Tis no matter, Sir; 


however, be ſartenly ſure to have every ſin- 


gle thing prepapred 'gainſt to-morrow morn- 
ing.” I'm always ready, my love, returned 
he, with a moſt ſubmiſſive conge. Mr. 

O'Nial, 


. 
4. 
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 O'Niah, Sir, I. muſt ſay, that your laſt de- 
poſition is a moſt deſceptious one; hence- 
forth let truth and me be your guide. So 
ſaying, they proceeded to take leave; nor 
could I refrain from laughter, on beholding 
my father's delicacy in approaching Lady 
Pleadwell's cheek. Yet my mother, who 
had been already initiated in this method 
of renoyating youth, delayed another half 
hour to hear a diſſcrtation on rouge, which 
* was" occaſioned. by the intruſion of Lady 
Dauber, Sir Minikin Fopling, and others. 
Pardon me for omitting their new and per- 
tinent obſervations, which, upon my honour 
ſhould not be conſigned to oblivion, did I 
not imagine that it now becomes me to | 
conclude this firſt diviſion of my hiſtory. 


ou of my opinj 
red 
| r 
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The End of the ſecond Book and firſt Volume, 
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